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Summer Office Hours 

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Monday - Friday  

 
Mon, June 1-Thurs, June 4, 2009 

Baseball Camp 

Basketball Camp (girls)  
 

Mon, June 8-Thurs, June 11, 2009 

Basketball Camp (boys) 

Soccer Camp (girls) 
 

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

Bowling Camp (entering 6th-8th) 
 

Thursday, June 11, 2009 

Bowling Camp (entering 9th-12th) 
 

Mon, June 15-Tues, June 16, 2009 

Wrestling Camp (entering 7th-12th) 
 

Wed, June 17-Fri, June 19, 2009 

Dance & Cheer Camp 
 

Mon, June 22-Thurs, June 25, 2009 

Lincoln Boys Basketball School-1 
 

Mon, June 29-Thurs, July2, 2009 

Lincoln Boys Basketball School-2 
 

Mon, July 6-Fri, July 10, 2009 

Performing Arts Workshop 
 

Tues, July 7-Wed, July 8, 2009 

Wrestling Camp (entering 7th-12th) 
 

Mon, July 13-Wed, July 15, 2009 

Wrestling Camp (entering K-8th) 
 

Mon, July 13-Thurs, July 16, 2009  

Volleyball Camp (entering 6th-8th) 
 

Mon, July 20-Thurs, July 23, 2009 

Volleyball Camp (entering 9th-12th) 
 

Friday, July 24, 2009 

Pius X Volleyball Team Camp 
 

Mon, July 20-Fri, July 24, 2009 

Football Camp (entering 9th-12th) 
 

Mon, July 20-Thurs, July 23, 2009 

Softball Camp  
 

Wed, July 29-Thurs, Aug 6, 2009 

Band Camp (entering 9th-12th) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars!  

2009/2010 

1st Day of School 

Thursday, August 20, 2009 
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From The Principal -  Mr. Tom Korta  
 

Dear parents, 
 

Our school has adopted the motto of our patron saint, Pius 

X, as its own motto:  To Restore All Things in Christ.  

While I often report to you, the parents, on how weôre do-

ing at incorporating ñall things in Christò, it seems to me 

that the summer is a great occasion to reflect on the aspect 

of ñrestoring.ò 
 

To restore is to return something to its original state or con-

dition.  Oftentimes when students and teachers come back 

from summer vacation, they will say something about feel-

ing refreshed, renewed or energized- all ways of saying 

ñphysically restored.ò  Itôs much easier for me to see when I need physical restoration.  

There are times when I get worn out, run down, perhaps even sick.  Maybe I suffer some 

sort of injury that has me thinking about restoring myself to my original condition.  

Surely our patron wasnôt talking about the physical when he centered his papacy on 

ñrestore all things in Christ.ò 
 

To restore begins with the realization that we have somehow strayed from what we were 

originally designed to be.  God in His great love created us in His divine image.  We 

were made to be reflections of Him.  When is the last time that you and your kid(s) have 

sat down and reflected together on how you are doing at being reflections of Him?  An 

honest look at our lives tells us that we have strayed from who we are meant to be.  Sin 

and pain cause us to turn our faces from God and to seek solace in what is here on earth.  

We walk through this life carrying not only the effects of our own sin, but also the 

woundedness that othersô sins have inflicted on our hearts.  We are broken, damaged, not 

whole.  Until we earnestly seek full restoration of all things in and through Christ, our 

lives will continue to suffer from our separation from God. 
 

Restoring ourselves spiritually lies in responding to our call to holiness.  Father Meysen-

burg often reminds us that holiness is not a destination but rather a journey.  The summer 

is typically a time for many families to physically journey together.  I urge you to con-

sider the ways in which you can progress on your journey of holiness as well.  The sum-

mer is a great time for you to model for your kids by doing some extra spiritual reading, 

making regular confessions part of your routine, perhaps attending an extra weekday 

Mass, maybe even attending a weekend retreat. 
 

You will be amazed at how restoring your love relationship with God will spill into your 

relationships with your spouse, kids, coworkers and friends.  Imagine the impact on our 

school, if all 1,000-plus students came through our doors on August 20th restored not 

only physically, but spiritually as well!  May God bless you and your families with much 

love and peace as you journey back to Him this summer. 
 

God bless, 

Tom 

Summer  
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Administrative Team  
Rev. James Meysenburg, Superintendent 

Rev. Andrew Menke, Assistant Superintendent 

Tom Korta, Principal 

Paul Pistulka, Assistant Principal 

Jan  Frayser, Guidance Director 
 

Guidance Office  
Jan Frayser, Director 

ReeAnna Armagost, Counselor 

Claire Stramel, Counselor 

Peggy Wilkins, Secretary 

Sr. Patricia Ann Hanus, Secretary 

Jeanne Vaggalis, Secretary 
 

Campus Ministry  
Sr. Veronica Volkmer, Religion Coordinator 

Fr. Sean Kilcawley, Campus Chaplain 

Lori Morin, Lay Campus Minister 
 

Athletic Director  
George OôBoyle 
 

Business Office  
Karen Francis 
 

Office Support  
Georgia Miller, Secretary 

Jolene Ritzman, Athletic Secretary 

Sandy Hartman, Attendance Secretary 
 

SCIP Coordinator  
Julia Schonewise   
 

Booster Club  
Barry Johnson, President   
 

Foundation Office  
(402) 488-1046 
Michelle Birkel, Director 

Mary Bossung, Administrative Assistant 

Amy Riley, Administrative Assistant 

 

Alumni Relations  
Kristin Heath, Class of ó91 
 

BOLT Coordinator  
Deb Schulte  
 

        Please submit articles to:  

         Marilyn Twehous, Design & Layout Editor         

         marilyn.twehous@piusx.net    
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Pius X High School Newsletter  
is  published monthly throughout the school year.  
 
Pius X Catholic High School  
6000 ñAò Street 
Lincoln, NE  68510  
Phone:  (402) 488 -0931  
Fax:  (402) 488 -1061  
www.piusx.net  
 

The Pius X Mission Statement:  
To Restore All Things In Christ  
We are dedicated to a total education that is 

Christ-centered by integrating Catholic val-

ues in all areas of life and providing aca-

demic preparation of the highest quality in a  

disciplined environment. 

           
Excellence  

2 

Aylward And Moore To Take Over Activities Director Positions  
At the end of the 2008-09 school year, Physical Education 

teacher and Head Football Coach, Tim Aylward will take 

over the Activities Director position at Pius X High 

School.  He was chosen to continue the Pius X legacy for 

the retiring George OôBoyle after several years of being 

Assistant Activities Director at Pius X.   
 

Coach Aylward is a 1969 Pius X graduate and received his 

Bachelorôs degree in 1973 and Masterôs degree in 1977 

from the University of Nebraska-Kearney. After teaching 

and coaching in Kearney, NE, and then at Cozad, NE, he 

returned to Pius X in 1985. 
 

Aylward has been teaching for 36 years, and has spent the 

last 25 years at Pius X guiding the Bolts to the playoffs 18 

times and posting a 170-77 record.  His teams have won championships four times.  During 

his career heôs been selected as the Lincoln Journal Star High School Boysô State Coach of 

the Year in 1996, Nebraska Coaches Association Football Coach of the Year in 1996, 

KFOR Radio Sportscasters Club Ralph Beechner Lincoln Coach of the Year in 1996, Head 

Coach South Team Nebraska Football Shrine Bowl in 1997, Omaha World-Herald High 

School Boysô State Coach of the Year in 1999, and USA Football Nebraska Champion 

Award recipient in 2005. 
 

Tim and his wife, Gaylene, have four children who have or will graduate from Pius X High 

School, including John ô99, Paul ô06, Claire ô08 and Jeff ô12; and had another daughter, 

Shannon, who died at an early age.     
 

Iôm excited about the opportunity,ò Aylward said. ñIôm looking forward to the challenge of 

the job, and I will try and do the best that I can.ò 

 

Jake Moore, Accounting teacher and Head Volleyball 

Coach, will take over Aylwardôs previous position of As-

sistant Activities Director. Coach Moore received his 

Bachelorôs degree in 1985 from the University of Ne-

braska-Lincoln. After teaching and coaching in Fairmont, 

NE, he came to Pius X in 1990 and has been the Pius X 

Head Volleyball Coach ever since.  He is in his 23rd year 

of education, just completing his 19th year here at Pius X.  

He currently instructs Accounting I, II, III courses.   
 

Mooreôs successes with his teams at Pius X include a re-

cord of 480-139 here at Pius X (overall record of 528-

166); being a 15-time state tournament qualifier, a 5-time 

state semi-finalist, a 2004 State Runner Up, and a 6-time 

state champion.  Outside of Pius X he has assisted with USA Volleyball (USAV) as a 

coach and/or director since 1990.  There he has led his teams to 15 Junior National Cham-

pionships and the 2008 & 2009 JVDA National Tournaments.           
 

During his tenure he has been named as the 1994 Nebraska Coaches Association (NCA) 

All -Star Game Assistant Coach, 1996-97 KFOR Girls Athletics Coach of the Year, 1997-

98 Lincoln Journal Star Coach of the Year, 1997-98 and 2007-08 Nebraska Coaches Asso-

ciation Coach of the Year, 1998 and 2009 Nebraska Coaches Association (NCA) All-Star 

Game Head Coach, 2006-07 Omaha World-Herald Coach of the Year, a finalist for the 

2008 National Coach of the Year by both the AVCA and NHSACA, and selected as one of 

PrepVolleyball.comôs 2008 Coaches of the Year.  This summer, he will again be the Head 

Coach for the Nebraska Coaches Association All-Star Match that will also include Pius X 

graduated seniors, Lauren Cook and Natalie Braun, and will be a volleyball camp clinician 

as he has in the past since 1986.  After this summer, Moore has decided to end his club 

volleyball coaching and will no longer conduct volleyball camps outside of Pius X.       
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óThank Youô From The Post Prom Committee 
On behalf of Pius X High School, the Post Prom Committee would like to thank the following businesses, organizations, and individuals, for 

generously supporting the 2009 Post Prom Celebration!   

 

Prom 2009 ñAs Time Goes By - A Casablanca Memoryò 

Prom 2009 ñAs Time Goes By-A Casablanca Memoryò  

The Junior and Senior Prom took place on Saturday, April 18, 2009, at the Cornhusker, Marriott in the 

Grand Ballroom.  The prom dinner and dance was attended by 445 students.   
 

We would like to thank the many volunteers who made the prom such a success which include:  Fr. 

Meysenburg, Tom Korta, Paul Pistulka, Jan Frayser, Georgia Miller, Jess Largis, Sheila & Darrell 

Sievert, John Cox and family, Ashley Arlt, Adam & Megan Bauman, Mike & Caitlin Riordan, Kath-

leen Williams, Dick & Laurie Kocarnik, Joe & Margaret LeDuc, Joe & Teresa Flattery, Bea Menke, 

Greg & Joyce Gibney, Ben & Maureen Mattern, Carol Wathen, Janet Gordon.  Tim & Luanne Dough-

erty, Dan & Jean Jones, Joe & Deb Kerr, Teri Weidner, Bryan Weber, Melissa Hartman and especially 

Mitch Hartman who has the patience of a saint!  Also, we would like to express a huge thanks to the Junior Class Student Council members who 

spent many hours planning, decorating and cleaning up!  These students are amazing!   
 

The Pius X Prom is a very large event, and could not have taken place without all your help in front and behind the scenes.   We sincerely apolo-

gize if we inadvertently missed anyone.  Please contact the main office so we can recognize you in our next newsletter.    
 

The following is a list of  candidates for 2009 Prom Royalty.  Senior Candidates For King:  Derek Hartman, Derek Hupp, Alex Jones, Ben Raun 

and Brian Wurster.  Senior Candidates For Queen:  Lucy Bruckner, Cortney Codr, Lindsay Determan, Cortney Kirby and Julie Ward.  Junior 

Candidates For Prince: James Brown, Sean Burroughs, Sean Flattery, Henry Mattern, and Max Wesely.  Junior Candidates For Princess: Claire 

Bertrand, Rachel Kocarnik, Mary LeDuc, Kirstine Linebaugh and Elle Ross.  Derek Hupp & Lucy Bruckner were crowned King & Queen.  Max 

Wesley and Rachel Kocarnik were crowned Prince & Princess.  Photo courtesy of Yearbook. 

3 Eagles Broadcasting 

96 KX Radio 

ABC Electric 

Action Heating & Plumbing 

Akinôs Natural Foods 

American National Bank 

Ameritas Life Insurance 

Amigo's Corporate Office 

Anderson Studios 

Animal Care Clinic 

A&R Skate 

Arby's-DRM, Inc. 

Art F/X 

A.T. Thomas Jewelers 

Attitudes 

Backstage Hair & Nail 

Bahl, Roch & Vickie 

Barb's Hallmark 

Barrios, Bennett & Laura 

Baumert, James & Krystal 

Bed, Bath & Beyond 

Ben Franklin & Ben Franklin, Too 

Benes, Joe & Cheryl 

Bennigan's 

Beran, Michael & Colleen 

Bernadt, Joseph & Tammy 

Berning, Dan & Mary 

Bike Peddlers 

Billings Photo Company 

Black Hills Energy 

Blessed Sacrament Athletic Club 

Blessed Sacrament Knights of Columbus 

Blessed Sacrament Ushers Club 

Body Basics Fitness Gear 

Braeda 

Breed, Jr., Gale-State Farm Insurance 

Brogan, Phil & DeeAnn 

Burger King 

BNSF Railway 

Bryan/LGH Medical Center 

Bryant Agency, Inc. 

Buggy Bath Car Wash 

Buller, Dr. 

Butherus, Maser & Love 

Buzzard Billy's 

Byers, John & Anne 

Cancer Center 

Carlos O'Kelly's 

CarpetLand 

Cassel, James & Pam 

Cathedral Altar Society 

Cathedral Knights of Columbus 

Catholic Daughters of America 

Championôs Fun Center 

Cherry Hill Salon 

City Bank and Trust 

Clifford, Chuck-State Farm Insurance 

Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson & Oldfather, LLP 

Cline, Steve & Mary 

Coca Cola Enterprises Bottler 

Coffee Emergency 

Colby Ridge 

College of Saint Mary's 

College View Dairy Queen 

Concord Neighborhood Corp./dba Applebeeôs  

Conroy's Bakery 

Conzemius, Tim/Jennifer 

Copple Insurance Agency 

Cornhusker Bank 

Cosmic Cow 

Crete Carrier Corporation 

Culvers 

Custom Monograms & Sports Wear, Inc. 

Darolds Jewelers 

Designerôs on the Avenue 

Dinoôs Eastside Grille 

Don & Millie's 

Dongilli, Paul & Marilyn 

Double Eagle Beverage 

Education Quest Foundation 

Elite Salon 

Famous Dave's 

Fazoliôs 

Ficke Orthodondics 

Findley, JR/KD 

Fine Line 

First National Bank 

Fish World 

Flattery, Joe & Teresa 

Forsyth Insurance Agency 

Fortune Palace 

Frameworks 

Fred Wilson Jewelers 

Frey, Keith & Mary Lynn 

Friedman Law Office 

Gary Michael's Clothiers 

Gloria Deo 

Godfather's Pizza 

Golden Corral Restaurant 

Goldworks 

Goodyear Fitness Center 

Gourmet China Buffet 

Graham Tire Co 

Grandmother's 

Great Harvest 

Greggôs Restaurant 

Gutz, Dr. Dennis 

Hair by Claire 

HairMasters 

Hall Electric 

Harding & Shultz P.C., L.L.O. 

Harre Orthodontics 

Haverkamp, Mike & MaryJo 

HBE Becker, Meyer & Love, CPA's 

Headlines Hair Design 

Heesacker, Randy & Carol 

Hidden Valley Golf Course 

Hilger, Tom & Diane 

Hot Rayz Tan 

Hoy, Dean ï State Farm Insurance 

Hruska, Ron & Robin 

Huhot Mongolian Grill 

Husker Car Wash 

Husker Electric 

Hy-Vee 

Illusions Hair Studio 

Information Technology, Inc. 

Jade Rivers 

Juice Stop 

Kidwell Electric 

Kingery Construction 

Knights Family Store 

Krajicek, Stephen & Diane 

Krauter Bosn Service Co 

Lange, Rick & Sue 

LaôJames International College 

La Paz Mexican 

Laser Quest 

Laser Tag of Lincoln 

Laswell, Thomas & Rhonda 

Lazlo's/Fireworks Restaurant Corporate Office 

Legendôs 

Lester, Pat ï Woods Brothers Realty 

Lied Center for Performing Arts 

Lincoln Benefit Life 

Lincoln Glass 

Lincoln Running Club 

Lincoln Stars Hockey 

Linweld 

Lone Star Restaurant 

Loughman, Gregg & Eileen 

Madsenôs Bowling & Billiards 

Magstadt, Reed & Jean 

Maly, James & Jane 

Manzitto Bros Custom Homes 

Max Tan 

Mazatlan Mexican Restaurant 

McCashlandïKirby Insurance Agency 

McDonald's General Office 

Miller, Ron - General Contractor 

Miller, Velma 

Miracle Mile 

Moeschen, John & Denise 

Moore, Kevin & Mary Sue 

Morin, Peter & Lori 

Mr. Goodcents 

Mumôs 

Nebraska Bookstore 

Nebraska Sports 

Nicole Simon Insurance Agency 

Noodles 

N. American Martyrs Altar Society 

N. American Martyrs Knights of Columbus  

Northeast Family YMCA 

NU Alumni Association 

Oak Creek Sporting Club 

ñOò Street Carpet 

Outback Steakhouse 

Panera Bread 

Pantry 

Papa Murphy's  

Parkway Lanes/Hollywood Bowl-48 Bowl Inc 

Partner's óN Hair 

Perkins Restaurant 

PieZano's 

Pink Flamingo 

Pinnacle Bank 

Pius X Booster Club 

Pius X Home & School 

Planet Sub 

Portsche, Sue - Mary Kay Consultant 

Prairie Life Center 

QP Ace Hardware 

Quizno's 

Raising Cane's Chicken Fingers 

Ramoôs Pizza & Busterôs BBQ 

Randolph Car Wash 

Red Lobster Restaurants 

Reese Construction 

Rice, Richard & Mary Beth 

Richert, Wes & Monica 

Romanoôs Macaroni Grill 

Runza 

Russôs Market  

Sacred Heart Altar Society 

Sacred Heart Menôs Club 

Salon 27 Eleven 

Saltdogs Baseball 

Sam & Louieôs 

Samôs Club 

Samurai Sam's Teriyaki Grill 

Sandhills Publishing Company  

Sartor Hamann Jewelry 

Schaefers 

Scheels 

Schoettger Orthodontics, PC 

Schotzskyôs Deli 

Scooters 

Scott, Denise 

Sentry Electric 

Shea, Patrick & Elizabeth 

Shopko 

Sid Dillion Nissan 

Slattery, Ruth & Alan 

Solution One 

Sonic (Cutchall Mgmt.) 

Spirit of America Federal Credit Union 

St. Elizabeth Regional Medical Center 

St. John's Altar Society 

St. John's Knights of Columbus Council-#11280 

St. Joseph's Altar Society 

St. Joseph's Knights of Columbus-#4923 

St. Mary's Altar Society - Denton 

St. Michael's Altar Society 

St. Michael's Knights of Columbus-#10913 

St. Patrick's Altar Society 

St. Patrickôs Knight of Columbus 

St. Peter's Knights of Columbus-#10510 

St. Peter's PCCW 

St. Teresa's Altar Society 

St. Teresa's Men's Club 

Starman-Wible, Corinne 

State Troopers Assn of NE 

Stauffers Café & Pie Shoppe 

Stem Gallery 

Stortenbecker, Roger & Jan 

Subway 

Super C 

Sutton & Linder Eye Clinic  

Sutton, Vincent & Brenda 

Taco Bell 

Taco Inn - General Office 

Taco John's 

Talbott, Gary & Roxanne 

Tanning Zone 

Target 

Tasty Inn 

TCBY 

Texas Road House 

The AV Café 

The Buckle 

The Cookie Compamy 

The Fish Store 

The Fort 

The Isles 

The Knolls  

The Mill 

The Oven 

The Photo Shoppe 

The Sowers Club 

The Steak House 

Thomas, Kunc & Black CPAôs 

Tico's 

Tier One 

Tobias, Mike & Jane 

Townsend Studio 

Troia, Dr. Anthony 

Union Bank & Trust 

University of Nebraska Lincoln Computer & Phone Sales 

US Bank 

U-Stop 

USA Steak Buffet 

Vacek Family Dentistry 

Valentinoôs 

VanAckeren, Christine-Mary Kay Consultant 

Varilek, Gary & Tami 

Vernon Sales Promotion 

Viking Enterprises 

Village Inn 

Vincenzoôs Ristorante 

Wagner's Food Pride 

Wal-Mart 

Walgreens District Office 

Waters, Laura ï Mary Kay Consultant 

Wendyôs  

West Gate Bank 

Whitehead Oil 

Williams Cleaners 

Williamson Olds Honda 

Wilmes, Mike & Trish 

Windstream Communications 

Wingfoot 

Wolfe Ace Hardware 

YMCA of Lincoln 
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Congratulations To The Class Of 2009  

 

Malerie Adams 

Carolyn Albrecht 

Felipe Almazan 

Charles Aman 

Hannah Anderson 

Jessica Arias 

Nathan Ashline 

Brandon Aylor 

Elizabeth Bachmann 

Hannah Baker 

Jessica Bakhit 

Jenna Ballard 

Caroline Barber 

Caroline Barr 

Paige Beiermann 

Adam Benes 

Veronica Benton 

Jeffrey Beran 

Rebecca Bill 

Brian Blankenau 

Lauren Bodfield 

Samuel Boman 

Zachary Borzekofski 

Natalie Braun 

Jacob Brogan 

Nicholas Brophy 

Kaylyn Brown 

Kylie Brown 

Lucy Bruckner 

Donald Buresh 

Emily Burroughs 

Katie Byers 

Lauren Cannon 

Jackie Champoux 

Kelly Champoux 

Ethan Cochrane 

Cortney Codr 

Cory Contreras 

Kyle Conzemius 

Lauren Cook 

Morgan Cooper 

Michael Costello 

Elizabeth Courtney 

 

Sam Creal 

Heather Czaplewski 

Curtis Danek 

Laura Darnell 

Michaela Dean 

Lindsay Determan 

Anthony Do 

Mary Do 

Viet Do 

Sophia Dongilli 

Kelly Donlan 

Joseph Dougherty 

Andrew Drees 

Alanea Dressen 

Derek Dubas 

Jacob Duncan 

Benjamin Dutkiewicz 

Timothy Eckhout 

Jaycob Edwards 

Erica Effken 

Michel Eickhoff 

Rachel Ellis 

Alexandra Engler 

Dustin Erdmann 

Jeremy Etisomba 

Megan Evans 

Alison Evert 

Brian Farrell 

Christopher Fieselman 

Nels Findley 

Christina Finley 

Kaitlyn Fischer 

Luke Fleck 

Ryan Flink 

Taylor Fluent 

Joshua Fowler 

Brendan Frey 

Kayla Gaden 

Alexander Gerch 

Kevin Gillick 

Tara Gonser 

Maecie Goodwin 

Matthew Graeve 

 

Megan Greitens 

Tara Grosserode 

Ryan Hakenkamp 

Micah Hamik 

Kyle Harshman 

Ethan Hart 

Derek Hartman 

Ashley Haug 

Jared Hayes 

Patrick Hayes 

Alex Heideman 

Ashley Henry 

Eric Hess 

Nicholas High 

Marc Hilkemann 

Abigail Hill  

Savannah Hobbs 

Benjamin Hochstein 

Robert Hoppe 

Jessica Hugo 

Derek Hupp 

Michaela Imlay 

Christina Incontro 

Stephanie Inzodda 

Jamie Jaixen 

Olimjon Jamoliddini 

Matthew Javorsky 

Brittany Johnsen 

Chase Johnson 

Margaret Johnson 

Alex Jones 

Brian Kanost 

Andrew Kathe 

Andrew Kean 

Timothy Kennett 

Adam Kerr 

Mirzoaminullo Khashimov 

Dominic Kincheloe 

Cortney Kirby 

Emily Kollars 

Matthew Kortum 

Benjamin Kotopka 

Melanie Kottwitz 

 

Shelby Krause 

Makayla Krenk 

Justin Kuzila 

Taylor Landwehr 

Katharine Lange 

James Largen 

Alexandria Larson 

Nicholas Laswell 

Shelby Lavicky 

Andrew Lester 

Patti Lewandowski 

Michael Liechti 

Sarah Lindenstein 

Andrew Litt 

Benjamin Magstadt 

Erin Main 

Caitlin Marmie 

Manuel Martinez 

Nathan Mattison 

Ashley Meradith 

Kayla Merritt 

Alexandra Meyerhoeffer 

Emily Meyers 

Emilio Meza 

Kyle Minchow 

Mirzojamshed Mirzokarimov 

Mary Moore 

Grace Morin 

Amy Morris 

Haley Morrow 

Kaytlyn Mulinix 

Cheney Neesen 

Joshua Nepper 

Dang Nguyen 

Du Nguyen 

Sarah Niemann 

Travis O' Connell 

Stacey Olson 

Norah OShea-Creal 

Luis Ostasuc 

Rachel Osterman 

Whitney Otto 

Isaac Pieper 

Robert Polak 

Kyle Policky 

Matthew Purbaugh 

Monica Rajewski 

Benjamin Raun 

Jamie Reed 

Patrick Reese 

Jordan Reinert 

Andrew Rice 

Mary Rice 

Jessica Richard 

Peter Richert 

Kristin Richter 

Nathan Rinaker 

Corinne Roesler 

 

Travis Rogman 

Jenny Russell 

Molly Sailors 

Benjamin Sanders 

Jarod Sayker 

Bridget Schilmoeller 

Alec Schmitz 

Matthew Schuller 

Jeffrey Schutte 

Matthew Scott 

Mitchell Shea 

Ericka Sheridan 

Craig Siekman 

Patrick Smith 

Christopher Sonenberg 

Stephen Springer 

Alexandra Stephan 

Benjamin Stephens 

Dylan Stoll 

Ryan Stolzer 

Thomas Swanson 

Connor Sweeney 

Michaella Swift 

Cody Sypal 

Elizabeth Tasler 

Alexa Teel 

Katherine Theisen 

Kristin Tobias 

Alex Topil 

Joseph Tran 

Michael Tran 

Makayla Urban 

Sarah Vaggalis 

Michael Varilek 

Levi Vestecka 

Luisa Vidales 

William Vogel 

John Vu 

Mikayla Wagner 

Ginger Waite 

Matthew Wallish 

Barbara Walter 

Sirui Wang 

Julie Ward 

Mary Warfield 

Kyle Weber 

Drew Welsh 

Erica Wenzl 

Stephanie Werning 

Caleb Whalen 

Anna Wilhelm 

Abigail Wilmes 

Travis Woody 

Brian Wurster 

Brenna Zeleski 

Lindsey Zeplin 

Lindsay Zuerlein 
 

    In Memory of John Liescheski  

 



5 The Bolt . June/July 2009 . Volume 31 

ñRestore All Things In Christò.  Pius X Catholic High School . 6000 A Street . Lincoln, NE 68510 . (402) 488-0931 . www.piusx.net              

Track/Field (Girls)  
6 qualified for State 

Swimming (Girls) 

5 qualified for State 

Golf (Girls)  

1 player in top 10 at State Meet 

Placed 7th at State Meet 

2 All-City athletes 

Cross Country (Girls) 

District Champions; Placed 5th at State 

1 senior was in the top 20 at State  

3 All-City athletes 

 
2008 -2009 Accomplishments  

Class Of 2009 Academic Accomplishments  
 

94% post-secondary enrollment 

Over 335 scholarships offered to the Class of 2009 valued over $4 

million 

1 Presidential Scholar  

103 Advanced Placement tests taken for college credit 

28 students scored a 30+ on their ACT test; 12% of the class scored 

in the upper 3% on the ACT 

15 Regents Scholarships to UNL 

2 Regent's Scholarships to UNK 

3 Regentôs Scholarships to UNO 

3 National Merit Scholars 

1 Navy ROTC Scholarship 

10 Creighton Magis Award Scholarships 

4 NWU Wesleyan Scholars & 5 NWU Presidentôs Scholars 

2 students chosen for the All Eastern Omaha World Herald 1st Aca-

demic Team  

1 student chosen for the All Eastern Omaha World Herald 2nd Aca-

demic Team  

1 student selected for the All-State Omaha World Herald Academic 

Team 

3 top scholars to UNL 

1 National Institute of Peace Essay Contest State Winner 

1 Naval Academy Appointment 

1 KFC Colonel Scholar winner 

2 students named as KFRX/Wells Fargo Scholar of the Week 

X-Change staff received a First Place Award in the American Scho-

lastic Press Association newspaper contest 

Quiz Bowl Team placed 3rd at Wesleyan 

Math Quiz Bowl Team placed 1st at Doane triMATHathon 

1 2nd place individual finisher at UNL Math Day 

Cantabella received a Superior rating at Districts 

Pius X Singers received a Superior rating at Districts 

Pius Mixed Ensemble received an Excellent rating at Districts 

Vocal Music Department received 5 Superior Solos at Districts 

1 senior selected for Wesleyan Honor Choir 

1 senior selected for All-State Choir 

1 senior selected as the 2008-2009 Outstanding Senior Vocalist 

1 senior selected for the Oklahoma City University Musical Theater 

Program 

1 senior selected for the Creighton Musical Theater Program 

1 senior selected for the Wesleyan Musical Theater Program 

1 senior selected for the UNL Music Program 

Marching Band received Superior ratings at the LINKS and LPS 

festivals 

Marching Band received an Excellent rating at the NSBA State Con-

test 

Symphonic Band received a Superior rating at the District Music 

Contest 

Jazz Band received an Excellent rating at the District Music Contest 

Solos & Small Ensembles received 4 Superior and 5 Excellent rat-

ings at District Music Contest 

2 seniors selected to the UNO & Hastings College Honor Bands 

1 senior selected for a Directorôs Award for Outstanding Actress for 

her work in The Crucible, Juvie & Thoroughly Modern Millie 

1 senior selected for a Directorôs Award for Technical Achievement 

for his work on The Crucible, Juvie & Thoroughly Modern Millie  

1 senior selected for the Sertoma Club Award for Excellence in 

Theatre  

1 district champion in duet acting and a state qualifier in both duet 

acting and dramatic interpretation 

3 seniors received Honorable Mention overall singing at the UNL 

Language Fair in the spring 

1 senior selected to be on the UNL Cheer Squad 

2008 -2009 Athletic Accomplishments  
 

Baseball 

District Champion 
 

Basketball (Boys) 

District Runner-Up 
 

Basketball (Girls) 

District Champion; State Runner-Up 

2 All-City athletes 

1 Omaha World Herald 1st team class B All-State 

1 Omaha World Herald 2nd team class B All-State 

1 senior playing at the collegiate level 

1 senior chosen to play in Nebraska Coaches Association All Star Game 
 

Cross Country (Boys) 

District Champion; State Runner-Up 

2 placed in the top 20 at State 

2 All-City athletes 
 

Football 

6 senior players chosen as All-City  

2 senior Class B All-State players 

State Playoffs Semi-Finalist 

9-3 record 

Ranked 4th in Journal Star rankings 

3 seniors will be playing at the collegiate level 

1 senior selected to play in the Shrine Bowl summer of 2009 
 

Golf (Boys) 

District Champion 

3 players in top 10 at District Meet 
 

Soccer (Girls) 

District Champion 

1 player selected to play in the Shrine Bowl summer of 2009 
 

Softball (Girls) 

One All-City athlete 

2 seniors playing at the collegiate level 

New school record for team slugging percentage .388 (2nd consecutive year broken) 

New school record for team fielding percentage .927 

7 individual school records set 

1 Omaha World Herald 2nd Team Class B All-State 
 

Swimming (Boys) 

1 qualified for State 
 

Tennis (Boys) 

2008 State Champions 

#1 Doubles State Champion (undefeated 31-0) 

#2 Doubles 3rd place at State 

#2 Singles 4th place at State 

2 All-City players 
 

Track/Field (Boys) 

5 qualified for State  
 

Volleyball 

District Champion; 3-Peat State Champion  

14th consecutive appearance in the Nebraska State Volleyball Tournament 

New school record for wins in a season with 38 

1 High School All-American/National Player of the Year 

3 All-City athletes 

3 seniors will be playing at the collegiate level 

2 seniors chosen to play in Nebraska Coaches Association All Star Match 
 

Wrestling 

4 seniors placed at state meet 

4 seniors chosen on All-City Wresting Team 

1 senior chosen to wrestle in the All-State All Star East West Dual 

Team placed 8th in the state wrestling meet 
 

Overall Athletic Accomplishments 

19 All-City athletes for fall sports 

6 All-City athletes for winter sports 

17 letters of intent/walk on signings 
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Awards Night  

 

Albin, Jessica     4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Anderson, Hannah   Outstanding Student in Senior English 

Anderson, Walker   Outstanding Student in Art Fundamentals 

Arias, Jessica     Outstanding French IV Student 

Aylor, Connor     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Bailey, Caitlin     Outstanding Junior in Family and Consumer Science 

Baker, Hannah     4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

          Distinguished Scholar Award 

          Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Baker, Lucille     4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Beiermann, Hannah   4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Beiermann, Paige    4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

          Distinguished Scholar Award 

          Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

          Most Valuable In Yearbook 

Benal, Sarah      Outstanding Novice Member of Speech Team 

Berning, Lindsey    4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Bertrand, Marie    Outstanding Spanish I Student 

Birkel, Morgan     4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Blankenau, George   4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Boes, Michael     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Boman, Samuel    Directory's Award for Technical Achievement 

Buescher, Matthew   4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Buresh, Dayne     Outstanding Sophomore in Theatre 

Burks, Joshua     Outstanding Sophomore Religion Award 

Burroughs, Sean    4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

          Outstanding Junior Vocalist 

Burt, John      4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Byers, Katie      4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

          Distinguished Scholar Award 

          Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

          Outstanding 12th Grade Mathematics Student 

Casavant, Brian    4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

          Outstanding Junior Religion Award 

          Outstanding Junior in Theatre 

          Outstanding 11th Grade Mathematics Student 

Cassel, Jeffrey     4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Claus, Melody     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Condello, Shelby    4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Connot, Sophia    4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Contreras, Emma    4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

          Outstanding Sophomore Social Studies Award 

Contreras, Tessa    4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

          Outstanding Spanish III Student 

Cookston, Rebecca   Outstanding Junior Religion Award 

Crawford, Katherine  Outstanding Student in Physical Science 

Crook, Alexandra    4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Cunningham, Ellen   4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

          Outstanding Student in Chemistry 

Dawson, Maggie    4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Dongilli, Dominic   4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Dongilli, Sophia    4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

          Distinguished Scholar Award 

          Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Dougherty, Joseph   4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

          Distinguished Scholar Award 

          Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

          Outstanding Student in AP Biology 

Drahota, Whitney    4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Durbin, Cory     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Eckrich, Valerie    4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

          Outstanding Student in Junior English 

Effken, Cassandra   4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Effken, Erica     Outstanding Business Student 

Egge, Rosanna     4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

          Outstanding Spanish II Student 

          Outstanding Speech Class Student 1st Semester 

          Outstanding 10th Grade Mathematics Student 

          Outstanding Student in Chemistry 

Engler, Alexandra   Outstanding Student in Newspaper 

          Director's Award for Outstanding Actress 

Essay, Ann      4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Evans, Megan     4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

          Distinguished Scholar Award 

          Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Falter, Allie      4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Feltes, Heather     4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Fiedler, Mark      4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Fiedler, Mary Rose    Outstanding Student in Drawing 

Fitzgerald, Bridget    4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Flattery, Sean      Outstanding Student in Junior English 

           Director's Award for Outstanding Actor 

Fleck, Luke       4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

           Distinguished Scholar Award 

           Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Foley, Laura       4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Frey, Andrea      4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Frodyma, Alex      4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Gamet, Mikayla     Director's Award for Excellence in Production 

Geary, Katelyn      4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Gillan, Thomas     4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Gordon, Emma      Outstanding Spanish III Student 

           Outstanding Student in Junior English 

Gude, Jack       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Hafner, Bridgette     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Hafner, Madeline     4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Hanigan, Rachel     Outstanding Junior Social Studies Award 

Hanus,  Jacob      4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Hartman, Derek     4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

           Distinguished Scholar Award 

           Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Hassler, Caitlin     4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Heibel, Haley      4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

           Outstanding 10th Grade Mathematics Student 

Heideman, Alex     Outstanding Business Student 

Henrichsen, Anna    4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Hess, Eric        4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

           Distinguished Scholar Award 

           Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Hile, Caleb       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Hinds, Charlie      4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Hobbs, Savannah     Denton Dollars for Scholars Scholarship 

Hotovy, Maria      4.0 GPA for One Semester 

           Outstanding Student in Art Fundamentals 

Hupp, Derek      4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

           Distinguished Scholar Award 

           Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

           Outstanding Spanish IV Student 

           Outstanding Senior Social Studies Award 

           Outstanding Student in Band 

Husmann, Elizabeth    Outstanding Student in Sophomore English 

Hynes, William     4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

           Outstanding Student in Chemistry 

Jablonski, John      4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Jaros, Ruth       4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

           Outstanding Novice Member of Speech Team 

Javorsky, Matthew    Outstanding Business Student 

Johnson, Amber     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Johnson, Margaret J.   Outstanding Senior in Family and Consumer Science 

Johnson, Margaret M.   4.0 GPA for One Semester 

           Outstanding Student in Biology 

Johnson, Sophie     Outstanding Student in Painting 

Johnson, Trevor     4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Jones, Alex       4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

           Distinguished Scholar Award 

           Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Kean, Andrew      Denton Dollars for Scholars Scholarship 

Kelly, Shannon     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

           Outstanding French I Student 

Kirkpatrick, Theodore   4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Knobbe, Johnathon    4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Kollars, Emily      Outstanding Vocal Department Performer 

Kopetzky, Kathryn    4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Kosch, Elizabeth     4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

           Outstanding Student in Junior English 

Kotopka, Benjamin    4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

           Distinguished Scholar Award 

           Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

           Outstanding 12th Grade Mathematics Student 

           School Winner, American Mathematics Competition - 12 

Kottwitz, Melanie    4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

           Distinguished Scholar Award 

           Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

           Outstanding Senior Vocalist 

Krajicek, Callie     4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Krcmarik, Mason     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Kruse, Shelby      4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Kudron, Kaitlyn     4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

           Outstanding Student in Physics 

Le, Theresa       4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

           Outstanding French III Student 
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Awards Night  

Litt, Andrew        Outstanding Senior Religion Award 

             Outstanding Student in Ceramics 

Magstadt, Benjamin      4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

             Outstanding Student in PACE 

Maly, Connor        4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Mattern, Henry        4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

McClure, Abby       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

McDermott, Carolyn     4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Outstanding Spanish I Student 

             Outstanding Freshman in Theatre 

             Outstanding 9th Grade Mathematics Student 

McGill, Trevon       4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

McVeigh, Beth        Most Valuable In Yearbook 

Meagher, Megan       4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Meradith, Kathleen      4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Outstanding Freshman Religion Award 

Merrill, Regina        4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

             Outstanding French II Student 

Meyer, Derek        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Meyers, Emily        Outstanding Student in Newspaper 

Meyers, Margaret       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Milana, Emily        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Miller, Elena        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Miller, Maxwell       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Outstanding Spanish I Student 

Minchow, Tyler       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Mirzokarimov, Mirzojamshed  4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Moeschen, Peter       4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

             Outstanding Spanish III Student 

Moore, Mary Kathryn     4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

             Outstanding Senior in Theatre 

Morehouse, Maggie      4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Morin, Emma        4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

             Outstanding Student in Sophomore English 

             Outstanding 10th Grade Mathematics Student 

Morin, Grace        4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

             Outstanding 12th Grade Mathematics Student 

Mulinix, Kaytlyn       4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

             Outstanding Student in Newspaper 

Neesen, Cheney       Outstanding Business Student 

Nguyen, Shawn       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Niemann, Sarah       Outstanding Business Student 

Niemann, Taylor       4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Novotny, Sara        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Osterman, Rachel       4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Otto, Whitney        Most Valuable In Yearbook 

Piccolo, Dominic       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Pohlen, Claire        4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

             Outstanding Sophomore Religion Award 

Pokojski, William      Outstanding Student in Freshman English 

             Outstanding Freshman Social Studies Award 

             Outstanding Speech Class Student 2nd Semester 

             Outstanding Student in Biology 

             4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Pope, Lauren        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Pribnow, Nolan       Outstanding Freshman Vocalist 

Pryor, Allysa        4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

             Outstanding Spanish II Student 

Rice, Andrew        Naval Academy appointment 

Rice, Kelli         4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Rice, Mary Claire       4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Rice, Richard        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Richard, Deidre       4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Richard, Jessica       Outstanding Varsity Member of Speech Team 

Ross, Elle          4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Rynearson, Claire      4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Sack, Emily         4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Sack, Lea          4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Outstanding Student in Freshman English 

             Outstanding Student in Biology 

Sanders, Timothy       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Schilmoeller , Bridget     Outstanding Senior Religion Award 

Schinkel, Hannah       4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Schlautman, Nathan      4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Schueth, Alex        4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Sedlak, Zakary        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Seier, Camrie        4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

             Outstanding Spanish II Student 

Slattery, Jeffrey       Outstanding 11th Grade Mathematics Student 

Smith, Lauren        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Stara, Melanie        4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Statz , Erin         4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

             Outstanding Student in Junior English 

Stejskal, Ivy         Outstanding Student in Sophomore English 

Stroup, Frank        4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Stuchlik, Erika        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Sutton, Garrett        4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

             Outstanding 11th Grade Mathematics Student 

             Rensselaer Mathematics and Science Award 

             Outstanding Student in Anatomy and Physiology 

Swanson, Thomas      4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Szatko, Elizabeth       4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Tasler, Elizabeth       4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

             Woodmen of the World American History Award 

             Outstanding 12th Grade Mathematics Student 

             Outstanding Student in AP Biology 

Theisen, Alexander      Outstanding Freshman Religion Award 

Theisen, Katherine      4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Tobias, Kristin        4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Tucker, Alana        4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

             Outstanding Student in Sophomore English 

             Outstanding Sophomore Vocalist 

             Outstanding Student in Chemistry 

Tvrdy, Taylor        4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Ullman, Amanda       4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

             Outstanding Student in Yearbook 

             Outstanding 11th Grade Mathematics Student 

             Bausch and Lomb Honorary Science Award 

             Outstanding Student in Anatomy and Physiology 

Unger, Nicholas       4.0 GPA for Three Semesters 

Varilek, Nick        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Outstanding 9th Grade Mathematics Student 

Verplank, Jessica       Outstanding Student in Physics 

Vrbka, Matthew       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Wagner, Mikayla       4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

             Outstanding Spanish IV Student 

             Pius X High School Science Award (2005-2009) 

Wallman, Derek       4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Wang, Sirui         4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

             Outstanding Student in AP Physics 

Wathen, Marie        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Weber, Kyle         4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

Werning, Stephanie      Outstanding Student in Graphic Design 

Wilhelm, Anna        Marilue Becker Scholarship 

Wilhelm, Eric        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Williams, Kerrigan      4.0 GPA for Five Semesters 

Woita, Benjamin       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

Won , Yo-han        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Outstanding 10th Grade Mathematics Student 

Won, Yo-Seop        4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Outstanding 9th Grade Mathematics Student 

             School Winner, American Mathematics Competition - 10 

Zastrow, Allison       4.0 GPA for One Semester 

             Outstanding 9th Grade Mathematics Student 

Zeplin, Lindsey       4.0 GPA for Seven Semesters 

             Distinguished Scholar Award 

             Knights of Columbus Honor Graduate 

             Outstanding 12th Grade Mathematics Student 

             Outstanding Student in Advanced Chemistry 

             Outstanding Student in Band 
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Pius X student volunteers dressed for 

ñInfinity & Beyond.ò   

 

 

 

Excellence  

BOLT ñInfinity & Beyondò - April 25, 2009  

 

On Saturday, April 25, 2009, over 550 guests including parents, 

family, friends, alumni, and supporters of Pius X celebrated 

BOLT ñInfinity & Beyondò 24th Annual Dinner/Benefit Auc-

tion in the gym and commons area.  They all attended the annual 

fundraiser that raises money for the various needs of the school.  

One of the goals from BOLT is to provide a great environment 

for all students.  The funds raised this year will go to upgrading 

security, to renovate unused space into a classroom, and to take 

advantage of a rebate from LES to install more cost efficient 

lighting.   
 

Last year, BOLT raised well 

over $200,000.  This year, the 

event was a success, raising a 

significant amount of money 

as well.  The amounts for this 

year are still being calculated 

and will be reported in a future 

newsletter.  Already known 

are the results of the sales of 

the lottery tickets.  There were 

347 tickets sold for $100 each, 

raising $34,700 alone.  Congratulations to Bernice McDermott 

who purchased the winning lottery ticket of $10,000 from Paul 

Hassler!     
 

BOLT would again like to 

thank all of its donors and vol-

unteers for making the event 

possible.  There were over 300 

parent volunteers, along with 

students who sold lottery tick-

ets, painted the decorations on 

the windows in the commons 

area for the auction items, 

sang at the Mass before 

BOLT, assisted with the bid run, valet parked and helped with 

clean up. There was also tremendous support from all the Pius X 

High School staff. 
 

Special thanks to the coordinating committee:  Tim & Jennifer 

Conzemius, Paul & Michelle Hassler, Rex & Karen Largen, Fr. 

Meysenburg, Mark & Michelle Pieper, Rick & Georgeann 

Rashilla, Deb Schulte, Mary Spethman, Vince & Brenda Sutton, 

and Tom & Sonya Zimmerman. 
 

If youôd like to assist with the 2009/10 BOLT fundraiser, please 

contact Deb Schulte at Pius X at 488-0931 or via email at 

deb.schulte@piusx.net.  Photos courtesy of The Foundation Office.    

 

. 

 

 

 

 

Amazing decorations painted by 

Mrs. Rodawayôs art students. 

St. Elizabeth Selects Student Interns  
St. Elizabeth Regional Medical Center has selected 4 Pius X 

students to participate in their 2009 summer internship and sum-

mer camp.  Two Pius X students were also chosen as alternates.  

Laura Foley was selected to participate in the month-long intern-

ship from June 22 to July 31, 2009, with Victoria Tran and 

Alicia Smith being chosen as alternates.  Ellen Cunningham, 

Alana Tucker and Mikayla Gamet were selected for a week-long 

summer camp from June 15-19, 2009.  Congratulations to all! 

STARS Mentor Program Completes 3rd Year  
The STARS Mentor Program had its final session for the year 

with the 7th graders at St. John's and St. Joseph's on Friday, 

April 24, 2009.  They ended the year with a lesson on the char-

acter pillar of Respect.  Three other pillars of character covered 

during the year were Responsibility, Trust, and Caring.  
 

This completes the third year the STARS program has been in 

place and truly has been the best year ever.  We had over 50 

Pius X students participate this year which is outstanding, con-

sidering all of the time they devoted was outside of the school 

day. This included some late start Wednesdays and even non-

school days at Pius X. 
 

The mentors also participated in some very good lessons on ab-

stinence 6 evenings throughout the year at Pius X. Some of the 

topics covered were the 12 Levels of Intimacy and The Green, 

Yellow, Orange and Red Zone.  The mentors also completed 

personality profiles which are helpful in understanding them-

selves as well as other individuals in their peer group who may 

impact their decision-making.  
 

STARS will start up again in the fall with a sign-up day over the 

lunch period in the Commons. Freshmen through Seniors are 

welcome. For further information please contact Shane Kennett 

at skennett@neb.rr.com or Janet Kurtenbach at 

janetk@inebraska.com  

51% Call Themselves ñPro-Lifeò  

More Americans are ñPro-Lifeò than ñPro-Choiceò for the first 

time!  A new Gallup Poll, conducted May 7-10, finds 51% of 

Americans calling themselves "pro-life" on the issue of abortion 

and 42% "pro-choice." This is the first time a majority of U.S. 

adults have identified themselves as pro-life since Gallup began 

asking this question in 1995. 
 

The new results, obtained from Gallup's annual Values and Be-

liefs survey, represent a significant shift from a year ago, when 

50% were pro-choice and 44% pro-life. Prior to now, the highest 

percentage identifying as pro-life was 46%, in both August 2001 

and May 2002. 
 

The May 2009 survey documents comparable changes in public 

views about the legality of abortion. In answer to a question 

providing three options for the extent to which abortion should 

be legal, about as many Americans now say the procedure 

should be illegal in all circumstances (23%) as say it should be 

legal under any circumstances (22%). This contrasts with the 

last four years, when Gallup found a strong tilt of public atti-

tudes in favor of unrestricted abortion.  Source: 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/118399/More-Americans-Pro-

Life-Than-Pro-Choice-First -Time.aspx 

mailto:skennett@neb.rr.com
mailto:janetk@inebraska.com
https://webmail.cdolinc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.gallup.com/poll/118399/More-Americans-Pro-Life-Than-Pro-Choice-First-Time.aspx
https://webmail.cdolinc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.gallup.com/poll/118399/More-Americans-Pro-Life-Than-Pro-Choice-First-Time.aspx
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Spirit Catholic Radio 102.7 FM  
Spirit Catholic Radio began broadcasting on 102.7 FM on Thursday, 

January 29, 2009, at about 2:30 p.m.  The expanded listener area covers 

large parts of the Diocese of Lincoln and Archdiocese of Omaha; and 

the western part of the Diocese of Des Moines.  More than 1.5 million 

listeners, including hundreds of thousands in the Diocese of Lincoln, 

can now hear Spirit Catholic Radio.  Please tune in today!  For more 

information, please visit the website at www.kvss.com.    

 

 

 

Excellence  

ACT Scores Of 30 Or Higher  
Congratulations to the following Pius X students who earned a 

score of 30 or higher in the ACT Test.   

Benjamin Kotopka   36 

Michael Varilek    34 

Mikayla Wagner    34 

Katie Byers       33 

Eric Hess        33 

Derek Hupp       33 

Benjamin Magstadt   33 

Elizabeth Tasler    33 

Hannah Baker      32 

Melanie Kottwitz    32 

Du Nguyen       32 

Lindsey Zeplin     32 

Joseph Dougherty   31 

Nicholas High     31 

Emily Meyers      31 

Mary Kathryn Moore  31 

Cheney Neesen     31 

Luis Ostasuc      31 

Kyle Weber       31 

Brandon Aylor     30 

Megan Greitens     30 

Derek Hartman     30 

Peter  Richert      30 

Kristin Tobias      30 

William Vogel     30 

Julie Ward       30 

Mary Warfield     30 

Stephanie Werning   30 

Kotopka Earns Perfect Score On ACT Test  
On Tuesday, April 28, 2009, Ben Kotopka was honored with 8 

other Nebraskan students by Governor Heineman and State Edu-

cation Commissioner, Roger Breed, for earning a perfect score 

of 36 on his ACT college entrance exam.  Students have an op-

portunity to take the exam more than once, but Kotopka earned 

his perfect score on his first try.  The ACT consists of four tests 

that are scored on a scale of one to 36.  A studentôs composite 

score is the average of the four test scores. The average compos-

ite score for Nebraska high school graduates in 2008 was 22.1.  

About 1.4 million students took the ACT this year.  On the aver-

age, roughly one-tenth of one percent of test takers score a 36.  

Just 514 members of the Class of 2009 across the nation scored 

a perfect 36 on the exam.  In Nebraska, 1 in every 3,300 gradu-

ates in 2008 scored a 36.  Ben is first in his class of 246 at Pius 

X, and is the son of Michael and Ann Kotopka.  He plans to 

study Molecular Biology at Princeton University.  Sources:  

KOLN/KGIN & The Omaha World Herald   

Kotopka Named Presidential Scholar  

Ben Kotopka has been named as one of two 

Presidential Scholars from Nebraska chosen 

by a commission appointed by the President 

of the U.S. and announced by U.S. Secre-

tary of Education, Arne Duncan.  Students 

chosen have demonstrated outstanding aca-

demic achievement, artistic excellence, 

leadership, citizenship, community service, 

and commitment to high ideals.   
 

Ben is the son of Michael and Ann Kotopka, and is the oldest of 

seven children.  He is first in his class of 246 at Pius X, and  

plans to study Molecular Biology at Princeton University.  His 

interests include a variety of areas from math, science, literature, 

reading, writing, and humanities; to holding positions such as 

cross-country runner, newspaper editor, actor, and singer.  His 

accomplishments are many including reading by age of 2, taking 

geometry and biology curriculum at Pius X when in sixth grade, 

creating/running/coaching with his mother an all-city Catholic 

schools MATHCOUNTS program including coaching one of his 

younger brothers to state, attending 2 national competitions for 

the MathCounts program, taking the ACT college entrance exam 

only once and getting a perfect score, and writing an essay on 

genocide & being selected to represent Nebraska at the Institute 

for Peace program to name just a few.  
  

The prestigious award has honored more than 6,000 of the na-

tionôs top-performing students since it was created in 1964.  Of 

the 3 million students expected to graduate from high school this 

year, more than 3,000 candidates qualified on the basis of out-

standing performance on the College Board SAT and ACT ex-

ams, or by nomination through the nationwide youngARTS 

competition conducted by the National Foundation for Advance-

ment in the Arts.  Kotopka is among 141 seniors honored this 

year.  The 141 Presidential Scholars include one young man and 

one young woman from each state, the District of Columbia and 

Puerto Rico, and from U.S. families living abroad, as well as 15 

chosen at-large and 20 Presidential Scholars in the Arts.   

 

When a student is nominated, part of what they must write about 

is a teacher who has challenged them and inspired them.  Ben 

chose Katie Elsener as that teacher.  Elsener 

will receive a Teacher Recognition Award 

when she accompanies Kotopka when he is 

honored for his accomplishments in Wash-

ington, D.C. in June.  In Washington, D.C., 

they will enjoy five days of educational, 

social and celebratory events, including a 

visit to the White House for a ceremony and 

presentation of presidential medals.  Sources: 

Lincoln Journal Star & The Associated Press 

 

Ben Kotopka &  Tom Swanson Honored  
Two Pius X Seniors were honored for the Eastern Region 

Omaha World-Herald All-Academic Team as part of the top 

sixteen in the region.  Ben Kotopka and Tom Swanson were 

both honored for their academic excellence. Kotopka was fur-

ther recognized on the All -State Academic Team as one of the 

top nine honorees in the whole state! We are proud of these stu-

dents and their selection, which was based on standardized test-

ing scores, class rank, GPA, challenging course of study during 

their Senior year, and success in academic competitions such as 

math contests, quiz bowls, brain brawls, and other challenges.  

We are proud of the list of accomplishments of these awardees, 

as they truly are among the stateôs elite.  Congratulations!      

 

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not 

arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in 

the right.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.  - 1Corinthians 13:4-7 - 

 

http://www.kvss.com
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Excellence  

Wordstruck  
Once again, the senior writing 

students who produce the liter-

ary magazine, Wordstruck, as 

well as all of the writers and 

artists who were selected to be 

in the publication, held  a very 

successful event called Wordstruck Live! on Saturday evening, 

May 2, 2009.  The audience laughed, cried and were in awe of 

the talent displayed by the participating students.  Wordstruck 

Magazine, which showcases these Pius X student writers and 

artists, is available for purchase.  The cost is $10.00 and will be 

available for purchase in the Pius X main office over the sum-

mer.  The senior writing class and Wordstruck are sponsored by 

Ms. Burt.  Photo courtesy of Yearbook. 

 

May Crowning Mass  
The May Crowning Mass took 

place on Wednesday, May 6, 

2009, with the following sen-

iors processing in and placing a 

crown of flowers on the statue of Mary in her honor:  Charles 

Aman, Jeff Beran, Brian Blankenau, Sam Creal, Brian Farrell, 

Andrew Drees, Derek Hupp, Alex Jones, Andrew Kean, Patrick 

Reese, Ben Kotopka, Tommy Swanson, Liz Bachmann, Veron-

ica Benton, Cortney Codr, Jessica Bakhit, Melanie Kottwitz, 

Caitlin Marmie, Ashley Meradith, Kaytlyn Mulinix, Rachel Os-

terman, Katie Theisen, Sarah Vaggalis, and Mary Warfield.  The 

celebrant of the all-school Mass was Fr. Andrew Menke, Assis-

tant Superintendent of Pius X High School.  Altar Servers in-

cluded Ben Raun, Cole Kennet, R.J. Hruska, Trevon McGill, 

Mitch Schuller, Andrew Ellerbee, Daniel Blake, and Henry Mat-

tern.  Readers included Luke Fleck, Rosa Egge, Julie Ward, and 

Charlie Hinds.  Special thanks to Miss Zimmer and the Vocal 

Music Department for leading the music.  Photo courtesy Yearbook. 

 

Michael Clancy Speaks To All -School Assembly  
On Tuesday, April 28, 2009, 

there was an all-school assem-

bly sponsored by the Pius X 

Pro-Life Club featuring Mi-

chael Clancy.  He spoke about 

the famous picture he took of a 

fetus grabbing a doctorôs hand,  

and how this picture has forced 

him into the debate on issues of 

life.  His story told in his words:  
 

As a veteran photojournalist in Nashville, Tennessee, I was hired by USA Today  

newspaper to photograph a spina bifida corrective surgical procedure. It was to 

be performed on a twenty-one week old fetus in utero at Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center. At that time, in 1999, twenty-one weeks in utero was the earli-

est that the surgical team would consider for surgery. The worst possible out-

come would be that the surgery would cause premature delivery, and no child 

born earlier than twenty-three weeks had survived. 
 

The tension could be felt in the operating room as the surgery began. A typical 

C-section incision was made to access the uterus, which was then lifted out and 

laid at the junction of the mother's thighs. The entire procedure would take place 

within the uterus, and no part of the child was to breach the surgical opening. 

During the procedure, the position of the fetus was adjusted by gently manipulat-

ing the outside of the uterus. The entire surgical procedure on the child was 

completed in 1 hour and thirteen minutes. When it was over, the surgical team 

breathed a sigh of relief, as did I. 
 

As a doctor asked me what speed of film I was using, out of the corner of my 

eye I saw the uterus shake, but no one's hands were near it. It was shaking from 

within. Suddenly, an entire arm thrust out of the opening, then pulled back until 

just a little hand was showing. The doctor reached over and lifted the hand, 

which reacted and squeezed the doctor's finger. As if testing for strength, the 

doctor shook the tiny fist. Samuel held firm. I took the picture! Wow! It hap-

pened so fast that the nurse standing next to me asked, "What happened?" "The 

child reached out," I said. "Oh. They do that all the time," she responded. 
 

The surgical opening to the uterus was closed and the uterus was then put back 

into the mother and the C-section opening was closed. 
 

It was ten days before I knew if the 

picture was even in focus. To ensure no 

digital manipulation of images before 

they see them, USA Today requires that 

film be submitted unprocessed. When 

the photo editor finally phoned me he 

said, "It's the most incredible picture 

I've ever seen."   
 

- Michael Clancy -                   Photos courtesy of Yearbook and Michael Clancy.  

Flattery Wins Mr. Bolt Pageant  
On Tuesday, April 21, 2009, 

nine contestants took the stage 

in the L/PAC to compete in the 

Mr. Bolt Pageant.  Grace 

Morin, the MC, introduced each 

contestant for this beauty and 

talent show.  The contestants were: Dayne Buresh, Phillip 

Power, Jaycob Edwards, Sean Flattery, Levi Vestecka, Sean 

Burroughs, Alex Demasi, Esteban Benton, and Henry Mattern.  

The gentlemen had to learn a dance routine for the opening, and 

then were judged on a talent performed and formal wear.  

Judges then narrowed the contestants down to the top five and 

each was asked a question.  Judges had a difficult time choosing 

the winner of this contest as much humor, and some excellent 

talent was showcased.  Taking first place was Sean Flattery, 

second place was Jaycob Edwards, third place was awarded to 

Henry Mattern, fourth place was Phillip Power and taking fifth 

was Sean Burroughs. We would like to take the time to also 

thank our judges for the night: Mr. Burns, Mr. DeWispelare, Ms. 

Burt, Jim Morin (previous Mr. Bolt), and our celebrity judge, 

Joe Ganz.  Photo courtesy of Yearbook. 

 

Senior -Parent Mass And Breakfast Held  
Monday, May 11, 2009, the 

seniors started their last week 

with the annual Senior-Parent 

Mass & Breakfast.  Superinten-

dent, Father Meysenburg spoke 

about giving glory to God, not ourselves, through our actions.  

Lucy Bruckner spoke on behalf of the students and reflected on 

overcoming hardships and enduring trials.  Best wishes to all the 

seniors and their families.  

 

 

 

In Loving Memory Of 

John Liescheski 

March 31, 1991 - May 15, 2008 
ððððððððððððððð 

ñThe Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, 

blessed be the name of the Lord.ò  (Job 1:21)  
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Excellence  

AP Biology Class Takes A Field Trip  
On Tuesday, April 28, 2009, 47 students from the AP Biology 

Class took a trip to UNMC in Omaha and the Henry Doorly 

Zoo. 

   

At UNMC they heard a presentation from Becky Johnson re-

garding  the Donate Life Services.  Students viewed a presenta-

tion of several patients and their progress with organ trans-

plants.  They were also able to view human lungs and kidneys.  

Other presentations included RNAi Genomes and Cancer Devel-

opment with David Kelly Ph.D; and Genetics and Retinal Dis-

ease with Neena Haider Ph.D.   

 

Their afternoon at Henry Doorly Zoo was spent viewing endan-

gered animals and collecting information on the ecological im-

portance of an animal they chose previous to the trip.  The 

Omaha Zoo highlights a conservation action each month.  For 

May, it is the amphibian crisis.  Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo, 

together with other zoos and organizations,  will establish the 

facilities and the training of staff capable of quarantining am-

phibians and carrying out captive breeding programs.  Once 

threats have been lowered or resolved, offspring of the amphibi-

ans will be released back into the wild.  Students learned how 

education and research are vital to the survival of many species.   

 

A special thank you to the volunteer parents who attended the 

trip with us! 

 

Top 8 Things You Can Do To Help Amphibians 
1. Look, listen and learn:  Educate yourself and your family 

about amphibians. 

2. Visit an Association of Zoos and Aquariums accredited zoo 

or aquarium near you and experience your very own amphib-

ian adventure! 

3. Create amphibian friendly environments by providing clean 

water, hiding places and insects to eat. 

4. Don't pollute. 

5. Be a responsible pet owner. 

6. Conserve water at home, school and work. 

7. Reduce fossil fuel use. 

8. Be an amphibian champion. 

AP Statistics Class Takes A Field Trip  
The AP Statistics Class visited 

UNMC and Gallup Institute on 

Monday, April 27, 2009, to 

learn about statistics and 

mathematics used in research 

and business.   At the Med Center, Dr. Max Kurz demonstrated 

how the data collected in the motion lab allows researchers to 

improve detection and physical therapy methods for children 

with cerebral palsy.  At Gallup, LuAnn Dougherty and Yongwei 

Yang described the process of devising interview questions for 

employers and how statistics assists in finding a good fit be-

tween position and personnel.  Thanks to Leighton Larson, 

Doug Wurster, and Julie Hinds for driving and sponsoring this 

trip.  Photo courtesy of Margaret Kaiser-Woodward 

 

Schlautmanôs Algebra Class Is National Finalist 
Mr. Schlautman's Algebra 

classes completed a current 

events project 2nd semester that 

was recognized as a National 

Finalist in Time Warner Cable's 

2009 Nat ional  Teacher 

Awards.  The students were 

introduced to the "current 

event"... two satellites that collided over Siberia in mid-

February.  Next, students learned what satellites are, how they 

work, and the hazards of orbital debris by using videos, online 

news articles and YouTube.  Students were then grouped to 

write questions that they had for "guest experts".  Three NASA 

experts graciously volunteered their time to answer the ques-

tions.  The experts were:   
 

Nicholas Johnson, NASA Chief Scientist for Orbital Debris 

Kevin Metrocavage, ISS Flight Controller  

Clay Anderson, Astronaut  (from Nebraska) 
 

After studying the answers to their questions, students then sub-

mitted their proposal to address the growing problem of space 

debris. 
 

Congratulations to the students for a job well done!! 

 

Pro -Life Essay Contest Announces Winners  
Congratulations to Grace Madsen, Shan-

non Kelly, and Linda Tran for placing in 

the Diocese of Lincolnôs Pro-Life Essay 

Contest.  Grace Madsen, daughter of Scott 

& Nasako Madsen, placed 1st in the 9th 

grade division; Shannon Kelly, daughter of 

Joseph & Susan Kelly, placed 2nd in the 

9th grade division; and Linda Tran, daugh-

ter of Dung & Lan Tran, placed 2nd in the 

10th grade division.  First place winners, 

including Grace Madsen, were honored on 

Saturday, May 2, 2009, at an Awards Din-

ner with Bishop Bruskewitz.  In addition to 

her award, Grace received a $40 prize and 

her entry has been forwarded on to the 

Knights of Columbusô state-wide contest 

which will be judged separately and 

awarded in the fall of 2009. 
 

The pro-life contest was conducted be-

tween January 22, 2009, and March 25, 

2009.  Students in grades 7-11 were eligi-

ble to submit a 300-500 word essay, and 

prizes awarded to each grade level.  The 

theme of the contest was to answer the 

question, ñWhat are some ways by which 

we can answer Pope Benedict XVIôs call to 

óproclaim...serve...and promote a culture of 

lifeô and give a ómessage of hopeô to our 

nation and world today?ò  The judges selected winners based on 

the entryôs understanding of the pro-life message, clarity in 

communicating this message, and creativity & originality.  Con-

gratulations to all for being great witnesses to our faith!         

 

 

 



12 The Bolt . June/July 2009 . Volume 31 

ñRestore All Things In Christò.  Pius X Catholic High School . 6000 A Street . Lincoln, NE 68510 . (402) 488-0931 . www.piusx.net              

 

Whatever did not fit in with my plan did lie within the plan of 

God.  - Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (1891-1942) - 

Excellence  

Vocal Music Department Excels At Districts  
Congratulations to the Vocal Music Department, led by Miss 

Zimmer, who performed very well at the District Music Contest 

on Monday, April 20, 2009.  Cantabella received straight 1ôs 

from all three of their judges and received a ñSuperiorò rating.  

The freshman group received a ñSuperiorò rating as well, and 

the small mixed ensemble received an ñExcellentò rating.  Many 

individual students received ñSuperiorò ratings for their solo 

pieces including Melanie Kottwitz, Carolyn Soukup, Erica 

Pieper, Patrick Reese, and Shauna Krause.  Congratulations to 

all the students for their superior representation of the talent and 

professionalism that is a part of Pius X.   

Vocal Department Spring Concert  
On Thursday, May 14, 2009, the Pius X Vocal Department pre-

sented a Spring Concert directed by Miss Mary Zimmer and 

Mrs. Kinsey Cole, accompanied by Mr. Chad Houk and several 

student musicians (Jared Hayes, Rachel Ellis, Ben Hochstein, 

and Levi Vestecka).  Each choir presented some sort of medley, 

including an Aretha Franklin medley, songs from the musical 

óOliverô, a Beatles medley, 1950ôs style music medley, and a 

movie musical medley.  The concert was held in the new gym 

and was completely full with audience members.  Congratula-

tions to the Vocal Department students for an outstanding year! 

Band Has Successful District Music Season  
Congratulations to the Pius X Instrumental Music Department 

for a very successful District Music season. The Symphonic 

Band received a rating of Superior; the Jazz Band a rating of 

Excellent. At the small ensemble/solo portion of the contest, 

seven Superior and seven Excellent ratings were awarded. Con-

gratulations to all!  

Band Department Spring Concert  
The Pius X Spring Band Concert was held on Tuesday, May 5, 

2009. The concert featured wonderful music by the Jazz Band, 

Concert Band, and Symphonic Band. Fifteen graduating band 

seniors were recognized at the concert. They were presented 

with an instrument pin and a medal of St. Francis. The seniors 

presented a beautiful book of photos and personal letters to Mr. 

and Mrs. Murphy. Mrs. Gammel received a bouquet of flowers 

with enclosed notes from each of the seniors. The junior band 

parents hosted a reception in the Commons following the con-

cert.  Congratulations to the entire Pius X Band Department for 

a great year!  Please see announcements for upcoming events in 

the 2009/2010 school year.   

Sertoma Scholarship & Fine Arts Awards  
The Sertoma Club of Lincoln honored four Pius X students at its 

Scholarship & Fine Arts luncheon.  Congratulations to the fol-

lowing who were honored: 

  Lucy Bruckner  Scholarship 

  Emily Kollars   Music 

  Shelby Krause  Art 

  Patrick Reese   Drama 

X-Change Newspaper Excels In 2008 -09  
The Pius X-Change (our 

student newspaper) re-

ceived a First Place Award 

in the American Scholastic 

Press Association newspa-

per contest.  This is a na-

tional competition for high 

school and college newspa-

pers, and the X-Change 

was one of only 14 news-

papers from similarly-sized high schools across the country to 

receive this award.  The newspaper was judged on the categories 

of content coverage, page design, general plan, art, editing, and 

creativity.  The X-Change fared well in the contest and the judge 

was impressed by several aspects of the newspaper. 
 

In other X-Change news, senior Alex Engler was recently se-

lected as the first alternate for the State Journalism contest in the 

column writing division.  State Journalism is different from 

many other activities in that the top 12 contestants are selected 

from all sizes of schools in the state and compete against each 

other regardless of class. 
 

This year senior Kaytlyn Mulinix served as editor-in-chief of the 

X-Change.  She was assisted by a handful of editors, including 

assistant editor-in-chief Tommy Swanson, cover editor Michelle 

OôDonnell, news and features editor Emily Meyers, entertain-

ment editor Alex Engler, opinion editor Dominic Dongilli, copy 

editor Ben Kotopka and photographer Elizabeth Courtney.  

Other members of the 2008-2009 X-Change staff included: 

James Gruett, Caitlin Hassler, Stacie Hecker, Savannah Hobbs, 

Katie Houlden, Caitlin Marmie, Patrick Murphy, Mairead Safra-

nek, Jake Swanson, Olivia Vrbka, and Kelsey Wieser.  The ad-

viser for the X-Change is Nolan DeWispelare. 

 

Holy Fatherôs Prayer Intentions 
 

June 2009 

General: That international attention towards the poorer countries may 

give rise to more concrete help, in particular to relieve them of the 

crushing burden of foreign debt. 
 

Mission: That the particular Churches operating in regions marked by 

violence may be sustained by the love and concrete closeness of all the 

Catholics in the world. 
 

July 2009 

General: That the Christians of the Middle East may live their faith in 

full freedom and be an instrument of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Mission: That the Church may be the seed and nucleus of a humanity 

reconciled and reunited in God's one and only family, thanks to the 

testimony of all the faithful in every country in the world. 
 

August 2009 

General: That public opinion may be more aware of the problem of 

millions of displaced persons and refugees and that concrete solutions 

may be found for their often tragic situation. 
 

Mission: That those Christians who are discriminated against and per-

secuted in many Countries because of the name of Christ may have 

their human rights, equality and religious freedom recognized, in order 

to be able to live and profess their own faith freely. 


