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From The Principal, Mr. Tom Korta  
 

Humor me for just a moment.  I want you to set this article down 

(temporarily!) and think about what ñacademic preparation of the highest 

qualityò might mean to you for your own student(s).  You might jot some 

ideas down in the margins of this newsletter.  Maybe your mind focused on 

the idea of ñpreparationò and you thought about what it means for your child 

to be ñprepared.ò  Perhaps you even wondered, ñPrepared for what?ò  The 

next grade level?  College?  A career?  Being an informed citizen?  Being an 

active member of the Body of Christ?  All of these? 
 

Possibly your mind focused more on the idea of ñhighest quality.ò  What would it mean for your 

student to have the highest quality academic preparation?  Or maybe even better put:  how would 

you know whether or not your child was receiving academic preparation of the highest quality?  

GPA?  Standardized test scores?  Scholarships?  Admission to the ñrightò college? 
 

Our mission statement at Pius X includes the phrase ñproviding academic preparation of the high-

est qualityò (to see the entire mission statement, just turn the page).  Our faculty has been involved 

in a long process of grappling with this brief, but loaded, axiom.  We will continue to wrestle with 

its meaning and its application to what we provide at Pius X High School and, ultimately, its appli-

cation to your childôs education.  This discussion has led us to the decision to implement, school-

wide, a program that has been piloted with a small group of students for the past couple of years:  

beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, any student who fails to turn in a daily assignment 

will be required to stay after school until the assignment is satisfactorily completed. 
 

This spring, our faculty was engaged in a discussion of ñwhy do students struggle at Pius X High 

School?ò  In small groups, our teachers brainstormed a multitude of reasons which we then catego-

rized.  Once we got all of the ideas on paper, I then asked each group to explore further the idea(s) 

that had the greatest impact or seemed most immediate in terms of our need to address.  ñFailure to 

complete assignmentsò was a consistent focal point that seemed to rise to the top.  As I mentioned 

above, we have been requiring our ñmost struggling studentsò to remain after school if they fail to 

turn in an assignment (or earn a detention); it seemed to us that we ought to extend the reach of this 

program and require it of all students. 
 

This is a significant change for our school.  I believe it has the potential to make a tremendous im-

pact on our academic culture, a culture that is already strong but can always get better.  We will be 

saying to all students that daily homework is a necessary part of their academic preparation and it 

takes precedence over all other outside activities.  Students will have to miss practice/rehearsals, 

games/performances, and even work if they fail to complete their daily schoolwork.  To a student 

who doesnôt want to miss these activities our message will be simple:  get your homework done. 
 

We will be communicating more with you about the specifics of the program as the year begins.  I 

wanted to take this opportunity to first alert you to the change, and provide some rationale as to 

why we are making the change.  I look forward to another great school year with you and with your 

students! 
 

God bless, 

Tom 

 
Wednesday, July 27 
Uniform PickUp 9am-3pm in the 
previous Clark Jeary building 
 

Thurs-Fri, July 28-August 5 
Band Camp 9:00am-Noon and 
6:00pm-9:00pm (required) 
 

Tues-Fri, August 2-5 
Locker Registration Online 
Parking Spot Registration Online 
 

Wednesday-Friday, August 3-5 
Cheerleader Camp 9am-Noon 
 

Wednesday, August 3 
Uniform Shop Open 11am-1pm 
 

Sunday-Monday, August 7-22 
World Youth Day 
 

Monday, August 8 
Football for 10th-12th grades, Girls 
Golf, Boys Tennis,  & Softball begin 
Volleyball Parent/Athlete Mtg 7pm 
 

Mon-Wed, August 8-10 
Dance Camp 9am-Noon 
 

Wednesday, August 10 
Uniform Shop Open 11am-1pm 
Mandatory New Parent Mtg 7pm 
Volleyball Physical Testing 7pm 
 

Thursday, August 11 
Football for 9th grade begins 
Volleyball Physical Testing 7pm 
 

Friday, August 12 
Pictures/Lockers/Schedules 
Last day to pay for parking spot  
 

Saturday, August 13 
Football Team Photos 
 

Sunday, August 14 
9th Grade Retreat 6:00-9:00pm 
 

Monday, August 15 
9th Grade Retreat 8am-Noon 
Spectrum Choreography Re-
hearsal 9am-5pm 
Uniform Shop Open 12-2pm 
Cross Country & Volleyball begin 
Mandatory New Parent Mtg 7pm 
 

Tuesday, August 16 
Parking Spot Info on website 
Spectrum Choreography Re-
hearsal 9am-5pm 
Uniform Shop Open 12-2pm 
 

Wednesday, August 17 
Sotto Voce Choregraphy Re-
hearsal 9am-5pm 
 

Thursday, August 18 
1st Day of School 915am-330pm 
 

Friday, August 19 
2nd Day of School 805am-326pm 
Fall Sports Team Photos (other 
than football) 3:30pm 
Fall Kickoff 7pm 
Dance- following game til 11pm 
 

Thursday, August 25 
Volleyball Intra-squad Scrim-
mage 6pm to benefit CSS 
 

Saturday, August 27 
1st Alumni & Friends of Pius X 
Family Fun Run & Run/Walk 
 

Monday, August 29 
Open House 6:30pm 
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Pius X High School Newsletter  
is published monthly throughout the school year.  
 

Pius X Catholic High School  
6000 ñAò Street 
Lincoln, NE  68510  
Phone:  (402) 488 -0931  
Fax:  (402) 488 -1061  
www.piusx.net  
 

The Pius X Mission Statement:  
To Restore All Things In Christ  
We are dedicated to a total education that is 
Christ-centered by integrating Catholic val-
ues in all areas of life and providing academ-
ic preparation of the highest quality in a  
disciplined environment. 
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Administrative Team  
Rev. James Meysenburg, Superintendent 
Tom Korta, Principal 
Greg Lesiak, Assistant Principal 
Jan  Frayser, Guidance Director 
 

Guidance Office  
Jan Frayser, Director 
Connie Freudenberg, Counselor 
Claire Stramel, Counselor 
Sr. Patricia Ann Hanus, Secretary 
Janet Kurtenbach, Secretary 
Jeanne Vaggalis, Secretary 
 

Campus Ministry  
Sr. Veronica Volkmer, Religion Coordinator 
Fr. Joseph Bernardo, Campus Chaplain 
Maria Benes, Lay Campus Minister 
 

Activities Office  
Tim Aylward, Activities Director 
Jake Moore, Assistant Activities Director 
 

Business Office  
Karen Francis 
 

Office Support  
Georgia Miller, Secretary 
Jolene Ritzman, Athletic Secretary 
Sandy Hartman, Attendance Secretary 
 

SCIP Coordinator  
Julia Schonewise   
 

Booster Club  
Terry & Lisa Heimes, President 
 

Foundation Office  
(402) 488-1046 
Michelle Birkel, Director 
Amy Riley, Administrative Assistant 
Deb Hoge, Administrative Assistant 
Sophia Werning, Grant Writing Specialist 
 

Alumni Relations  
Kristin (Edwards) Heath, Class of ó91 
 

BOLT Coordinator  
Deb Schulte  
 

Yearbook  
Special thanks to the talented photographers of 
the 2010-11 Pius X Yearbook staff who con-
tribute to this publication: Sponsor Sandi Sulli-
van, Editor In Chief Preston Sparks, Assistant 
Editor Kathy Do, Assistant Editor Hannah 
Hovis, Rebecca Beecham, Kayla Condello, 
Chloe Johnson, Jessica Kapustka, Lily Kennett, 
Johnathon Knobbe, Kathryn Krick, Daniel 
LeDuc, Brenden Love, Abby McClure, Drew 
Miller, Mary Kate Sievert, Kaitlin Slattery, 
Mary Sullivan, and Mikayla Tremain.   
 

         Please submit articles to:  
         Marilyn Twehous, Design & Layout Editor         
         marilyn.twehous@piusx.net    

Excellence  

Pius X Trip Culminates In Rome Pilgrimage  
Twenty-seven Pius X students and families experi-

enced a trip of a lifetime this past June.  Organized 

by the Passport to Adventure Club of Pius, the 

group embarked on a five country, two week excur-

sion.  The group landed in London and hit the 

ground running taking in the sights of this capital.  A 

tour bus/walking tour revealed many of the land-

marks of London, including:  Buckingham Palace, 

Houses of Parliament, Big Ben, the London Eye, 

Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly Circus and more.  We 

dined on fish and chips in an authentic English Pub 

and attended Pentecost Sunday Mass in Westminster 

Cathedral. 
 

After spending a couple of days in London, we took 

the Chunnel to Paris, France.  There were several 

French students on this trip and when we began our 

journey with a French tour guide, senior student Shannon Kelly declared that her ñheart 

was meltingò.  Highlights in France included the Eiffel Tower, a Seine River Cruise, Notre 

Dame and a day trip to explore Versailles and Giverny, which is the location of Monetôs 

house, studio, gardens and his famous water lily pond.  Crepes were enjoyed by most and 

the students relished the chance to practice their French. 
 

A train ride and then a bus ride took us to the enchanting village of Rothenberg in Germa-

ny.  This walled, medieval village has changed very little since the Middle Ages. The group 

enjoyed an enthralling Nightwatchmanôs Tour in the evening and returned the next day to 

shop and browse in the Torture Museum, which showcases crime and punishment from the 

Middle Ages. We then enjoyed a bus ride down the Romantic Road for several hours to our 

destination of King Ludwig of Bavariaôs Neuschwanstein  Castle. This modern castle was 

built in the late 1800ôs and served as inspiration for Disneyôs Cinderella Castle. 
 

We journeyed further into the Alps into Lucerne, Switzerland.  The scenery was breathtak-

ing.  We took a gondola ride up to Mount Pilatus and while there, several Pius students and 

parents had the time of their life climbing all the way to the summit of Mount Pilatus.  It 

was a rainy day and at the peak, the climbers experienced high winds, frigid temps and 

sleet.  We then made our way down via the worldôs steepest cog rail train.  We ventured 

back to Germany and spent the afternoon in Munich before boarding the night train to 

Rome.  The night train in and of itself was an adventure. 
 

After experiencing sleet in Switzerland, it was a shock to our systems to awake in the 

balmy temperatures of Italy.  We got off the train and right on to a bus which drove us 

south to Pompeii.  We were all amazed at the nearly in-tact city that was buried by the 

eruption of Mount Vesuvius 2000 years ago.  We then headed back north to Rome to settle 

in for the next couple of days.  We were haunted by the ruins of the Roman Empire that we 

found everywhere but especially, the Forum and Coliseum.  We toured the Vatican muse-

ums and St. Peterôs Basilica.  We enjoyed traditional four-course Italian meals and walking 

in the piazzas.  However, the best part of the trip was the attendance of the papal audience 

in St. Peterôs square.  We arrived early and sat in the hot Italian sun to ensure the best seat-

ing.  The crowd cheered when Pope Benedict XVI arrived in his pope mobile wearing his 

white vestments and a charming orange straw hat.  We listened to his weekly message giv-

en in seven different languages.  Many of the groups in attendance that day were recog-

nized and we cheered loudly when they announced our group from Pius X High School in 

Lincoln, NE.  We finished our last day with a trip to St. Paulôs Basilica outside the walls 

and the catacombs. 
 

We came home both exhausted and exhilarated by all that we had seen and done.  We expe-

rienced a myriad of cultures and the educational value of this trip was beyond compare.  

Passport to Adventureôs next adventure will be Greece and Turkey with a cruise of the 

Greek Isles in 2013.  We are also in the preliminary stages of planning a Heritage Tour of 

Northern and Central Europe.  Please email Shiela Sievert if you would like more infor-

mation about these trips at shiela.sievert@piusx.net. 

 

 

- photos courtesy of RJ Gibson - 
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- photo courtesy of Georgia Miller - 

Our true worth does not consist in what human beings think 

of us. What we really are consists in what God knows us to be.  
- St. John Berchmans (1599-1621) - 

 

Excellence  

Thank You From The Booster Club  
A sincere thank you to the physicians, nurses and volunteers 

who generously volunteered their time to help complete the 

sports physicals held at Pius X in May 2011.  Your time and 

generosity was greatly appreciated! 

Pius X Courtyard On Lincoln Garden Tour  
The Lincoln Garden Tour 

was held on Saturday, June 

11, from 9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 

p.m. with Pius Xôs interior 

courtyard on display.  This 

was the first time the tour 

included a school.  There 

were a total of 345 people 

who toured the courtyard.  

The Pius X Landscaping 

Club members and sponsors 

were on hand to answer ques-

tions about the garden and 

the club.  The club also host-

ed a tea party with cookies 

and lemonade for the guests.   
 

A big thank you to the Land-

scaping Club members for 

helping host the event and for 

all of their hard work during 

the 2010-11 school year.  A 

thank you also to Randy, Alfredo, and the seminarians for their 

extra effort in sprucing up the rest of the Pius X grounds.  
 

The Pius X Landscaping Club was formed in 2006 when a 

student inquired about improving the look of the inner courtyard 

created in 1995 when a new addition was built.  The inner court-

yard is bordered on two sides by classrooms and on the other 

sides by hallways.  After clearing the area in 2006, students 

spent two years putting in a new flagstone path, rerouting sprin-

kler heads and planting hundreds of plants. The Landscaping 

Club is sponsored by Georgia Miller and Sheila Mehlhaff and 

has 20 members solely responsible for the maintenance of this 

space, which provides a nesting site for an annual visit from a 

duck family and other migratory birds. 
 

If your student is interested in joining the Landscaping Club, 

please contact Georgia Miller in the main office or at geor-

gia.miller@piusx.net.   

Thank You -  Junior Trip To Washington D.C.  
A big thank you to all the students and chaperones who went to 

Washington D.C. this summer. It was the 23rd year in a row for 

the junior trip. Everything went well even as D.C. enjoyed rec-

ord breaking heat that week. Long time chaperones include 

Katie Elsener, Jan Frayser, Tom Korta , Tom Seib and Ray 

Forycki . 

Blood Drives Benefit Patients & Graduating Seniors  
High school graduates throughout the community will be head-

ing off to college soon, many of them with the help of the Ne-

braska Community Blood Bankôs Educational Scholarship Pro-

gram.  Since 2004, the Nebraska Community Blood Bank 

(NCBB) has awarded funding to high schools across the area 

based on the success of blood drives held throughout the school 

year.  This year, 22 southeast Nebraska schools participated in 

the program with awards ranging from $170 to $4,100. To date, 

more than 250 students have received funding to aid in their 

pursuit of higher education.  
 

ñThank you so much, your gracious donation will help greatly in 

paying for the numerous expenses of college life when I begin 

attending UNL next fall.  Your organization is very admirable in 

what they do and I plan to donate again in the future.ò  Jacob S, 

one of the future nurses, veterinarians, teachers or nuclear engi-

neers who received NCBB scholarships.   
 

The mission of the program is based on one of NCBBôs seven 

core values: community spirit.  As the areaôs blood provider, 

NCBB is responsible for maintaining the communityôs blood 

supply which involves the recruitment of new volunteer blood 

donors.  One of the goals of the scholarship program is to spark 

the interest of young donors with the hope of maintaining their 

commitment for years to come.   
 

ñThis has been a very valuable program that has enabled us to 

successfully connect with area high school students.  They are 

the blood bank of the future,ò explained NCBB Recruitment 

Director, Kelly Gillaspie.  ñHigh school blood drives not only 

help to save lives, they help educate students on the importance 

of blood donation, learn leadership and teamwork skills, while 

encouraging community involvement.ò  
 

Pius X had three blood drives during the 2010-11 school year 

and met goal at all three, raising $1,190.  A total of 119 units 

were collected with 60 new donors participating.   
 

NCCB will again offer Pius X an educational scholarship award 

based on the success of the 2011-12 blood drives.  Every pint of 

blood collected in the name of Pius X during the school year 

will add to the scholarship amount.  If you donate blood at the 

Community Blood Bank, please mention that you are donating 

for Pius X and they will include it in the scholarship count. 
 

For more than 40 years, the Nebraska Community Blood Bank 

has served hospitals across six southeast Nebraska counties. For 

more information, visit www.ncbb.org and join us on Face-

book. 

Landscaping Club Builds Planter Box By L/PAC  
Landscaping Club members 

built a planter box around the 

tree outside of the L/PAC area 

on June 22.  It was filled with 

hostas and impatients. The 

hostas will continue to spread 

and cover the interior of the 

planter box. The students 

learned the importance of 

building a good foundation in 

order for a project to be suc-

cessful.  Last year, the club completed the other side of the 

L/PAC area with trees, flowers and bushes. Students will be 

taking an educational trip later in July to Lauritzen Botanical 

Garden in Omaha.  Pictured: Betty Ostasuc, Aaron Welch, Joe 

Hams, and Halley Gaucher.  

The Pius X Interior Courtyard 
- photo courtesy of Georgia Miller - 

Betty Ostasuc, Joe Hams, & Halley Gaucher 
- photo courtesy of Georgia Miller - 
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Excellence  

Wathen Wins Congressional Art Contest  
Congressman Jeff Fortenberry announced 

Saturday, May 28, that Marie Wathen, a 

senior at Pius X and the daughter of Jim & 

Carol Wathen of the St. Peter parish has 

won the 2011 1st Congressional District 

Art Competition. 
 

The competition began in the U.S. House of 

Representatives in 1982 and serves as an 

opportunity for congressional members to 

feature the artistic talents of high school 

students within their districts. 
 

Wathen received first place honors for her entry titled "Worth 

Fighting For." The object of her painting is her older brother, 

who is a member of the U.S. military and is currently serving in 

Afghanistan. 
 

Wathen completed her junior year at Lincoln Pius X High 

School and plans to continue to study art beyond high school. In 

June, she attended a reception in Washington, D.C., for competi-

tion winners from across the country. 

Mr. John Cox Named A+ Educator  
Mr. John Cox, Science Teacher at Pius X 

High School was named Lincoln Journal 

Starôs Weekly A+ Educator.  Mr. Cox was 

nominated by his student, Shannon Kelly.   
 

Shannon wrote, ñI would like to nominate 

Mr. John Cox. He is my eleventh grade 

physics teacher, and through this year, he 

has absolutely made the subject come alive. At the start of the 

school year, I was apprehensive about taking physics. From 

what little I knew of it, physics was a complicated world of math 

and science combined in a difficult manner. Yet, here I am, 

nominating my physics teacher, Mr. Cox, because he has helped 

me master physics and even enjoy it.ò Shannon said, ñThat first 

day of school, Mr. Cox stood at the front of the class. I sat nerv-

ously as he stood to show us our physics book. He went about 

showing us different units and describing what we would learn 

and what to expect, when all of the sudden, he opened it to the 

unit about heat, and a small fire sprouted up out of the pages! He 

later explained the contraption he had created in order to create 

the effect, but the point had been made and he definitely had the 

classôs attention!  As a teacher, Mr. Cox very much fulfills his 

duty to give his students an understanding in the subject and to 

make learning an experience. Of course, I appreciate this, but 

what really makes Mr. Cox special is his ability to relate to stu-

dents. Mr. Cox is a very understanding person. He is always 

willing to take time out of his day to discuss the really hard pre-

calc test you just took, or a current event that has you stumped. 

It is very reassuring in the chaotic, fickle, and sometimes scary 

world of high school to have someone like Mr. Cox who will 

never give up on you and who will always be there. I am not the 

only beneficiary of Mr. Coxôs care either; many students have 

found solace in Mr. Cox over the years, and he is mentioned 

kindly on many a senior-memory page.ò  Shannon said, ñMy 

overall reason for nominating Mr. Cox is that he has made this 

school year smooth, happy, and full of fun, simply by being kind 

and creative. His classroom is a world of learning and fun, and 

each day is a new adventure. There is never a trial too insignifi-

cant or too painful to baffle him or to cause him to turn away. 

He has made a subject that I dreaded into one of my favorite 

classes and it certainly takes a very special teacher to make that 

happen!ò   
 

Mr. Cox has been teaching at Pius for 11 years. Although he 

was a corn and soybean farmer prior to teaching, he said he al-

ways had a desire to teach. Mr. Cox believes that hands-on 

learning is essential. ñI am a hands-on learner myself so it is 

important for me to allow my students to learn by doing.ò   
 

Each week the Lincoln Journal Star features a notable teacher 

from Lincoln or Southeast Nebraska. Nominations may be sent 

via email to: tpeterman@journalstar.com or mailed to: Lincoln 

Journal Star, Attn. Tammi Peterman, 926 P Street, Lincoln, NE  

68508. Include the teacherôs name, school and grade/subject, 

and why you think he or she should be recognized. Nominations 

are accepted throughout the year. For more information, call 

Tammi at (402) 473-7354. 
 

Source:  Lincoln Journal Star 

Pius X Student Earns Eagle Scout  
Congratulations to Nick Kramer , junior, son of 

Kevin & Maggie Kramer  of the St. Joseph par-

ish who earned his Eagle Scout Award, the high-

est honor in Boy Scouts.  Congratulations on this 

fantastic achievement! 

Miller Earns CIEE Scholarship To Korea  
Max Miller , a senior at Pius X, was 

awarded a CIEE (Council on Internation-

al Educational Exchange) scholarship to 

South Korea for a cultural exchange this 

summer.  Max is the son of Phillip & 

Gina Miller of the St. Joseph parish.  He 

will represent Pius X and the United 

States for 2 weeks in Korea from August 

9 through August 22.  Only 100 high school students were se-

lected for this third annual exchange program which is referred 

to in Korea as the ñKorea - U.S. Youth Networkò.      
 

The program will begin on August 8 in one of four U.S. gateway 

cities where students will be met by CIEE representatives and 

given a pre-departure orientation to prepare them for their expe-

rience abroad.  Students will be hosted by Yonsei University, 

located in Seoul, South Korea. Participants will attend academic 

lectures, tours, and cultural excursions throughout the program, 

with the intention of fostering understanding and diplomacy 

between the U.S. and South Korea.  During the program, each 

student will also spend a short time with a carefully selected 

Korean host family which will allow Max to gain a greater un-

derstanding of their culture and language.   
 

Successful completion of the program allows students to return 

with unique experiences and invaluable confidence and opti-

mism for their futures.  After high school, many CIEE alumni go 

on to some of the top universities in the country. 
 

Students interested in applying for the CIEE scholarship should 

visit www.ciee.org/southkorea.      
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Excellence  

Girls Tennis Team Places 5th At State  
Congratulations to Coach Laurie Rodaway and the Pius X 
Girls Tennis Team who were District B-2 Runner-Up and qual-
ified all six members for state competition.  At Districts, Haley 
Heibel earned 2nd in #1 Singles (18-12), Megan McKeegan 
earned 1st in #2 Singles (26-4), Allysa Pryor & Abby Zimmer-
man earned 3rd in #1 Doubles (21-9), and Sarah Buescher & 
Kaitlin Fosler earned 2nd in #2 Doubles (11-2).  At state com-
petition, Megan McKeegan placed 2nd in #2 Singles and Sarah 
Buescher & Kaitlin Fosler placed 3rd in #2 Doubles.  The 
Bolts placed 5th with 18.5 points.  Elkhorn South won State 
with 34 points.    

Baseball Team Wins Districts & Competes At State  
Congratulations to Head Coach Troy Charf and the Pius X 
Baseball Team for a successful season.  The Bolts won Class B 
Districts and went into state competition with a 15-7 record.  In 
the Class B State Baseball Tournament in May 2011, they won 
the first round by a score of 6-0 against Mt. Michael.  They  lost 
the next two games to Elkhorn, the eventual state runner-up, and 
to Omaha Skutt in the double-elimination tournament.  Varsity 
players included:  Chris Bodfield, Joe Brakenhoff, Jordan 
Haas, Jordan Hall, Jared Kolbush, Daniel LeDuc, Trevon 
McGill, Tony McWilliams, Derek Meyer, Dylan Oberembt, 
Rex Raetz, Sam Raetz, Ian Ritterbush, Mitchell Scheuler, 
Alex Schleppenbach, Jake Schleppenbach, Ben Schneider,  
and Tom Schneider. 

Boys Golf Team Competes At State  
Congratulations to Coach Tom Seib and the Pius X Boys Golf 
Team members who competed at the Class A State Golf 
Championships in May 2011. Grant Schumacher 
(sophomore) placed 14th with a 36-hole score of 156 (6 way 
tie).  Also competing at State were Jack Burmeister 
(sophomore) with a 36-hole score of 158, Keevan Statz 
(sophomore) with a 36-hole score of 160, Joseph Finegan 
(senior) with a 36-hole score of 167, and Matthew Ward 
(senior) with a 36-hole score of 167.  The Bolts placed 5th in 
Class A with a 2-day total score of 640.  Millard North won the 
state championship with a 2-day total score of 611.      

Boys Soccer Competes At State  
Congratulations to Head Coach Harlan Milder, Assistant 
Coach Matt Chaffee, and the Pius X Boys Soccer Team who 
advanced to State by virtue of their strong season (wildcard 
points) with a record of 11-2 before losing 2-1 to Lexington in 
the first round.  Varsity players included:  Walker Anderson, 
Jeff Aylward, Kyle Boyle, Brock Fitzgerald, Memo Haro, 
Ethan McClellen, Brian OôNeill, Austin Pieper, Eric Policky, 
Eric Pryor, Will Roeder, Patrick Spethman, Nick Varilek, 
Sam Vossler, and Jose (Cheo) Zarate. 

Track Team Has Key Finishes At State  
Congratulations to Coach George OôBoyle and the Boys/Girls 
Track & Field Team who finished 8th with 33 points and 9th 
with 32 points respectively in the Class A State Track Meet in 
May 2011. 
 

Key finishes for the boys were:  Caleb Cowling, sophomore, 
6th, Long Jump, 21' 2-1/2"; Zach Birkel , senior, 6th, 100 Meter 
Dash, 11.105 and 5th, 200 Meter Dash, 22.423; Nolan Border, 
senior, 4th, 800 meter run, 1:55.797; Jacob Holtmeier, sopho-
more, 12th, 800 Meter Run, 2:01.415; Garrett Teel, sopho-
more, 3rd, 400 Meter Dash, 49.108 and 8th, 200 Meter Dash, 
22.747; 1600 Meter Relay (Garrett Teel, sophomore; Paul 
Hoebelheinrich, senior; Derek Jundt, junior; Nolan Border, 
senior), 4th, 3:23.330; 3200 Meter Relay,  (Jacob Holtmeier, 
sophomore; Joe Richert, senior; Michael Boes, junior; Nolan 
Border, senior), 3rd, 8:02.845. 
 

Key finishes for the girls were:  Megan Drozda, sophomore, 
10th, 3200 Meter Run, 11:56.595, and 5th, 1600 Meter Run, 
5:17.691; Whitney Hinn , senior, 12th, 3200 Meter Run, 
12:07.747; Paola Mwenentanda, junior, 6th, 800 Meter Run, 
2:23.190; Alyssa Thavenet, sophomore, 2nd, 800 Meter Run, 
2:19.940; Allison Zastrow, junior, 5th, 100 Meter High Hur-
dles, 15.928; 3200 Meter Relay (Kelli Rice, senior; Paola 
Mwenentanda, junior; Megan Drozda, sophomore; Alyssa 
Thavenet, sophomore); 1600 Meter Relay (Alyssa Thavenet, 
sophomore; Kelli Rice, senior; Hannah Beiermann, junior; and 
Katie Krick , sophomore). 

Pius X Wins 2010 -11 Class B All -Sports Title  
The Omaha World Herald newspaper announced on Thursday, 
June 16, that Pius X has won the 2010-11 Class B All-Sports 
title with boys taking first with 57 points and girls taking fourth 
with 43.25 points.  In the past 11 years, it has either been Pius X 
or Omaha Skutt taking this title with the Bolts taking 6 of the 
wins in the 11 years.  Pius X leads Class B with 17 titles all-time 
in the compilation of state meet and final-rating finishes in boys 
and girls sports.  Top 10 finishes in all but four sports were the 
reason that Pius X regained the All-Sports title with 100.25 
points.  Clearly, the Bolts have made their strength and presence 
known in every sport.   
 

The Thunderbolts' boys were second in basketball, tied for se-
cond in tennis, fifth in golf (Class A) and baseball, sixth in foot-
ball, eighth in track (Class A) and cross country and 10th in soc-
cer. The girls were second in cross country, fourth in volleyball, 
fifth in golf (Class A) and tennis, seventh in soccer, ninth in 
softball and tied for ninth in track (Class A). 
 

Combined boys-girls scoring (top 5): Lincoln Pius X 100.25, Gretna 90.8, 
Omaha Skutt 90, Elkhorn 78.83, Scottsbluff 71; Boys (top 5): Lincoln Pius X 
57, Gretna 52.8, Boys Town 49, Omaha Skutt 44, Scottsbluff 38; Girls (top 5): 
Seward 57, Omaha Skutt 46, Elkhorn 46, Lincoln Pius X 43.25, Gretna 38. 
  

Source:  Omaha World Herald newspaper 

U.S. Cellular Cup 2010 -11 Results  
Congratulations to Pius X High School for placing third  in the 
NSAA/U.S. Cellular Cup All School Division with 512.5 
points just behind Omaha Skutt with 525 points and Gretna with 
550 points.  In the Girls Division , Pius X tied for third place 
with 240 points, and in the Boys Division, Pius X placed second 
with 292.5 points.  Each year the Nebraska School Activities 
Association (NSAA) and U.S. Cellular recognize the most suc-
cessful interscholastic high school activities programs in Ne-
braska state championship level competition.  The divisions of 
competition include a Girls Division, a Boys Division, and an 
All School Division.  Schools in each division are divided into 
four classes (A, B, C, and D) determined at the beginning of the 
school year, based on enrollment and closely paralleling the 
Boys Basketball activity classification. 

All -City Team (Spring -  Lincoln Journal Star)  
The Lincoln Journal Star newspaper named the following Pius X 
student athletes to the Spring All -City Team: 

Baseball-  Trevon McGill, Chris Bodfield, Sam Raetz 
Honorable Mention- Jake Schleppenbach, Jared Kolbush, 
Joe Brakenhoff, Dylan Oberembt     

Boys Soccer- Brock Fitzgerald, Brian OôNeill  
Girls Soccer- Amber Johnson, Kelsey Engstrom 
Boys Golf- Grant Schumacher, Jack Burmeister 
Girls Tennis- Sarah Buescher & Kaitlin Fosler (2 doubles) 
Boys Track & Field- Zach Birkel (100m); Garrett Teel 
(200m); 1600m Relay (Garrett Teel, Paul Hoebelheinrich, 
Derek Jundt, Nolan Border); 3200m Relay (Jacob Holt-
meier, Joe Richert, Michael Boes, Nolan Border) 
Girls Track & Field- 1600m Relay (Alyssa Thavenet, Kelli 
Rice, Hannah Beiermann, Katie Krick); 3200m Relay 
(Kelli Rice, Paola Mwenentanda, Megan Drozda, Alyssa 
Thavenet)   

All -State Team (Spring -  Lincoln Journal Star)  
The Lincoln Journal Star newspaper named the following Pius X 
student athletes to the Spring All-State Team: 
 

Baseball- Trevon McGill (Honorary Captain and also named 
Super-State First Team who hit .342 with 27 hits and 30 
RBIs, had 7 doubles, 3 home runs; was 2-0 with a 2.18 ERA, 
had 19 strikeouts in 20.2 innings), Sam Raetz (also named 
Super-State Second Team), Chris Bodfield 

Honorable Mention- Joe Brakenhoff, Dylan Oberembt, 
Jared Kolbush, Jake Schleppenbach  

Boys Soccer- Brock Fitzgerald, Brian OôNeill 
Honorable Mention- Eric Pryor, Nick Pohlen 

Girls Soccer- Amber Johnson   
Honorable Mention- Caitlin Cooney, Kelsey Nealon, Kel-

sey Engstrom, Megan McCashland 
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Excellence  

Honor Roll -  2010/11 - 2nd Semester  
ððððððððððð 
Gold (GPA 3.75-4.00)  
ððððððððððð 

Ackerman, Taylor 
Ackermann, Bree 
Albin, Annie 
Albin, Jessica 
Albrecht, Elizabeth 
Allder, Dale  
Almazan, Clarisa 
Anderson, Ashley 
Arndt, Anna 
Arrigo, Emily  
Asselin, Megan  
Aylor, Connor 
Aylor, Devin  
Aylward, Jeffrey  
Baker, Lucille  
Baker, Samuel  
Baumert, Hanna  
Baumert, Katie  
Baumgartner, Kaitlyn 
Bayless, Kaitlyn 
Beiermann, Hannah 
Bell, Zachary  
Benes, Hannah 
Benes, Jill  
Benes, Kelsey  
Berning, Kathryn  
Bideaux, Morgan  
Birkel, Alexa  
Birkel, Morgan  
Bittner, Joel  
Blankenau, George 
Boes, Michael 
Boothe, Sheila  
Brandstetter, Douglas 
Breiner, Jenna 
Brion, Kayla 
Broers, Taylor  
Bruckner, Simon 
Bruns, Rachel  
Budell, Kathryn  
Buescher, Sarah  
Bui, My-Trinh Tiffany 
Burmeister II, Jon  
Byers, Stephen 
Cao, David Minh-Tuan 
Chapelle, Shelby 
Chramosta, Tyler 
Clarence, Anna 
Clarke, Aidan  
Claus, Melody 
Coffey, Emily 
Cooney, Ashlee 
Cooney, Caitlin 
Cox, Jayme 
Crook, Alexandra 
Cunningham, Ellen 
Curran, Kevin 
Dalton III, Thomas 
Damm, Jesse  
Davenport, Margaret 
Dawson, Mary Margaret 
Dolph, Ellen 
Dolph, Erica  
Dongilli, Dominic 
Dostal, Brianna 
Drahota, Whitney 
Drehs, Anna 
Driewer, Mary  
Drozda, Megan 
Duden, Zachary 
Dunbar, Molly  
Durbin, Cory 
Effken, Cassandra 
Egge, Rosanna 
Emmerich, Steven 
Essay, Ann 
Essay, Madalyn 
Farrell, Kiley  
Felber, Cole  

Ficke, Claire 
Fiedler, Alexandra 
Fiedler, Constance 
Fiedler, Mark 
Finegan, Joseph  
Fitzgerald, Bridget 
Flesher, Anne  
Foley, Marie  
Foley, Matthew  
Fosler, Kaitlin  
Frey, Andrea 
Frodyma, Benjamin 
Garay, Claire  
Geary, Katelyn 
Gengler, Theresa 
Gibson, Lauren 
Gibson, Robert 
Gierhan, Joryan 
Giesler, Riley 
Giesler, Roger 
Gillan, Maura  
Gordon, Tatem 
Greitens, Adam 
Hachiya, Joel  
Hachiya, Megan 
Hafner, Bridgette 
Hafner, Thomas  
Hain, Jacey  
Hakel, Desirae  
Hakenkamp, Michelle 
Hall, Matthew  
Hammack, Zachary 
Hams, Joseph  
Haney, Brandon 
Hans, Austin  
Hans, Colton  
Hanus, Jacob  
Hanway, Kaylee 
Harrison, Paige  
Hecker, Abigail 
Heibel, Haley 
Heibel, Michael 
Heimes, Nathan 
Henrichsen, Claire 
Hile, Caleb 
Hile, Leah 
Hilger, Amanda 
Hoesing, Caleb  
Holtmeier, Jacob 
Hovis, Meredith  
Hugo, Mark 
Hupf, Lauren  
Hynes, William 
Izquierdo, Santiago 
Jablonski, John 
Jacobsen, Melanie 
Jaros, Ruth 
Javadi, Noah  
Jimenez , Brianna 
Johnson, Amber 
Johnson, Margaret  
Jundt, Derek 
Jundt, Jacob  
Kallas, Kelly 
Kean, Kathleen 
Kelly, Shannon 
Kennett, Lily  
Kennett, Summer  
Kenney, Madeline 
Kirkpatrick, Theodore 
Koenig, Madeleine  
Kopetzky, Ellen  
Kopetzky, Kathryn 
Kosch, Peter  
Kotopka, Stephen 
Kottwitz, Jennine  
Kottwitz, Sarah  
Kramer, Nathan  
Krauel, Danielle 
Krcmarik, Mason 
Krick, Kathryn  
Kruse, Shelby  

Kula, Amy 
Kurtenbach, Natalie 
Lang, Amanda 
Lang, Bridget 
Larsen, Gabriel 
Laurell, Rebecca 
Le, Samantha Ngoc-Nhi 
Lierz, Jessika  
Lockhorn, Madison 
Mahler, Zachery 
Malizzi, Kayla  
Marsh, Hannah 
Marsolek, Clare 
Marsolek, Mary 
Mattern, Margaret  
McAndrew, Ashley  
McBride, Theresa  
McCashland, Megan 
McClure, Abby 
McDermott, Carolyn 
McDonald, John  
McElroy, Grant  
McGahan, Megan 
McKee, Myra  
McWilliams, Anthony 
Meagher, Megan  
Medill, Rose  
Mehl, Cami 
Menke, Rachael 
Mennenga, Chelsea 
Meradith, Kathleen 
Merrill, Regina  
Meyer, Derek 
Meyers, Jacob  
Micek, Hollie 
Milana, Emily 
Miller, Drew  
Miller, Maxwell 
Minchow, Tyler 
Morehouse, Margaret 
Morehouse, Thomas 
Morin, Emma  
Morris, Claire 
Munroe, Courtney 
Murphy, Joseph  
Nabity, Audra 
Naumann, Joseph 
Nealon, Kelsey  
Nelson, William 
Nguyen, Diane  
Nguyen, Kailee  
Nguyen, Lawrence 
Nguyen, Shawn 
Nickman, Jared 
Nickman, Sarah  
Niemann, Taylor 
Novotny, Sara 
Odom, Ryanna  
Olsson, Jack  
Olsson, Matthew 
Ondracek, Anna 
ONeill, Sean  
OShea-Creal, Liam  
Ostasuc, Beatrice 
Ott, Evie  
Peirce, Seth  
Piccolo, Dominic 
Piccolo, Maria  
Pick, Madyson 
Pieper, Natalie 
Pohlen, Megan 
Pohlen, Nicholas 
Pokojski, William 
Pollock, Brittany  
Pope, Lauren 
Pribnow, Marisa  
Printz, Anna  
Pryor, Allysa 
Rashilla, Emma  
Rashilla, James  
Rawlinson, Kate 
Reese, Kelsey  

Rentschler, Emily 
Resseguie, Graham 
Rice, Katie 
Rice, Kelli  
Rice, Richard 
Richard, Deidre 
Richert, Anne 
Sack, Lea  
Sanders, Timothy 
Schafers, Hannah 
Scheuler, Jared  
Schimenti, Hallie  
Schinkel, Hannah  
Schlautman, Nathan 
Schneider, Thomas  
Schoening, Abigail 
Scholz, Sarah  
Schueth, Alex 
Schumacher, Grant 
Searls, Aaron  
Sedlak, Ashley  
Sedlak, Zakary 
Seier, Camrie  
Sievert, Mary 
Simpson, Corinne  
Sindelar, Chad  
Slattery, Kaitlin 
Sloan, Mandy  
Sousek, Jeremy 
Statz, Keevan  
Steger, Haley  
Steinbach, Emily 
Stejskal, Ivy  
Stewart, Kendra  
Swanson, Benjamin 
Talbott, Alec  
Tasler, Margaret 
Teel, Garrett  
Thavenet, Alyssa 
Theisen, Alexander 
Theisen, Nicholas 
Thomas, Erica  
Thompson, John 
Timm, Amanda  
Tobias, Lauren  
Townsend, Sydney  
Tran, Hanh  
Tucker, Alana  
Twehous, Carly  
Ullman, Brittany 
Utrup, Alex  
Utrup, Brandon 
Valaika, Paige 
Van Slyke, Tarin  
VanAckeren, Alexander 
Varilek, Nick 
Verplank, Jordan  
Vrbka, Matthew 
Vu, Ninh Hai 
Vu, Quyen  
Vu, Thao  
Wackel, Hanna 
Wagner, Mary 
Wahl, Patrick  
Walker, Nolan 
Warner, Davis 
Wathen, Marie 
Weedman, Nicole 
Welch, Aaron 
Wiest, Elizabeth  
Wilhelm, Eric  
Wilkerson, Danielle 
Wittwer, Josalyn  
Woita, Benjamin  
Woolman, Katherine 
Wordekemper, Elise  
Wright, Rebecca 
Zastrow, Allison 
Zornes, Harrison  
Zuercher, Nicholas 
 
 
 
 

ððððððððððð 
Green (GPA 3.5-3.75 ) 
ððððððððððð 

Akins, Samuel 
Allen, Danielle 
Andrews, James 
Bachmann, Anne  
Bailey, McKenzie 
Barnes, Brandon  
Barnes, Kaylyn 
Barnett, Emma 
Beecham, Rebecca 
Benal, Sarah  
Benes, Robyn 
Berrick, Catherine 
Bevins, Alisha 
Bogue, Sarah 
Boman, Elizabeth 
Border, Nolan 
Brakenhoff, Jonathan 
Brakenhoff, Joseph 
Brozek, Alison 
Burt, Abigail 
Cecava, John  
Clement, Emily  
Condello, Shelby 
Contreras, Emma  
Cordry, Katelyn  
Cordry, Melanie  
Cowling, Caleb  
Crawford, Katherine 
Crawford, Thomas 
Cuddy, Erin  
Dean, Jillian 
Deterding, Jackson 
Do, Caitlyn  
Drozda, Erin 
Erskine, Adam  
Erskine, Kayleigh 
Fish, Austin  
Frey, Aaron  
Gibbs, Mark 
Gillan, Thomas 
Goodwin, Abigail 
Gose, Caleb  
Gries, Catherine 
Griffin, Patrick  
Gronewold, Elizabeth 
Habrock, Zachary  
Hain, Alex  
Hansen, Bridget 
Hegert, Kennedy 
Heimes, Alex  
Hellem, Abigail 
Hinds, Nicholas 
Hobbs, Rachel  
Hoebelheinrich, Paul 
Hotovy, Maria  
Hovis, Hannah  
Hoxmeier, Alivia  
Hruby, Alexander  
Hupp, Rachel  
Husmann, Elizabeth 
Jaros, Peter  
Johnson, Chloe 
Johs, Erica  
Kapustka, Jessica 
Kasparek, Allison 
Kean, Matthew  
Klein, Jackson  
Knobbe, Johnathon 
Koehler, Colin  
Koelzer, Jessica 
Kolbush, Jared 
Koziol, Allyson 
Kramer, Laura  
Krause, Shauna 
Krenk, Devin  
Krings, Olivia 
Lacy, Derek  
Lang, Alexandria 
Lang, Rebecca  

Largen, Lauren 
LeDuc, Daniel  
Litt, Mary  
Long, William 
Maguire, Michaela 
Marmie, Blake  
Martin, Katelynn 
Martinez, Grasiela 
McConkey, Madison 
McDermott, Maggie  
McGill, Trevon  
McGill, Treyson 
McGuire, Ian  
McKeegan, Megan 
McManus, Erin  
Meagher, Laura  
Meyer, Danielle 
Meza, Paul 
Milburn, Anissa  
Minchow, Emily 
Moeschen, Kathleen 
Morales, Valeria 
Morrison, Katie  
Nagel, Tiffany 
Nguyen, Cecilia  
Nguyen, Jason 
Noel, Haley  
Ostasuc, Esther 
Paul, Miranda 
Pohlen, Claire 
Raetz, Rex  
Raetz, Sam  
Ragon, Danielle 
Raun, Samuel  
Reese, Andrew 
Reifert, Amanda 
Reifschneider, Marie 
Reinhart, Alyssa  
Richert, Joseph 
Samek, Kaela  
Sartore, Cole  
Sasse, Alec 
Schilmoeller, Matthew  
Schmidt, Caitlyn  
Schneider, Benjamin 
Schroer, Elizabeth  
Schuller, Nicholas  
Shottenkirk, Samantha 
Sjuts, Kathryn  
Sprouse, Tanner 
Steffensmeier, Kimberly 
Stewart, Kayla  
Stoll, Willow  
Stuchlik, Erika 
Swenson, Madelyn 
Szatko, Elizabeth  
Tasler, Sarah  
Theil, Jocelyn 
Thomas, Erin 
Tomjack, Joshua 
Topil, Baily  
Tran, Peter  
Tremain, Mikayla 
Tucker, Katelyn 
Tvrdy, Taylor 
Ullman, Derek  
Ulrich, Kelly  
Unger, Nicholas 
Utrup, Kassandra  
VerMaas, Connor 
VerMaas, Kyle 
Wallish, Amy  
Wallish, Brian 
Warday, Kyle  
Weber, Sierra  
Whalen, Jacob 
Wilcox, Lauren 
Woods, Maria 
Yeates, Alyssa 
Zeutzius, Tanner 
Zornes, Fletcher  
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Changes In The 2011/12 Calendar  
The Pius X 2011/12 School Calendar has been updated on 
page 22 of this newsletter.  The Senior/Parent Mass & Breakfast 
has been moved from Wednesday, May 16, to Monday, May 14, 
in order to secure a location for the event.  Due to this change, 
Senior Finals have been moved to Tuesday, May 15, and 
Wednesday, May 16.  Also, the Winter Formal has been sched-
uled for Saturday, January 21. Future changes/corrections may 
be found at the Pius X website at www.piusx.net.    

1st    8:05 -   8:50 

2nd    8:55 -   9:40 

3rd    9:45 - 10:30 

4th  10:35 - 11:20 

5A 11:25 - 11:47 

5B  11:47 - 12:10 

5C  12:10 - 12:33 

5D 12:33 - 12:56 

6th    1:01 -   1:46 

7th    1:51 -   2:36 

8th    2:41 -   3:26 

 

Announcements  

Mandatory New Student Meeting  
Parents of new students are required to attend an informational 
meeting on Wednesday, August 10, or Monday, August 15.  
The meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the L/PAC. 

School Pictures/Lockers/Schedules -  August 12  
All students, including seniors, are required to have their pic-
ture taken for identification and security purposes.  Picture day 
for all grades is Friday, August 12, from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
Photos for grades 9-10 will be taken in the basement, and grades 
11-12 will be taken in the Commons.  A photo identification 
card will be given immediately, along with the locker assign-
ment, demerit card and class schedule.  Yearbooks will be 
available for pickup as well as pre-ordered uniforms.  Student 
planners and activity passes will be on sale.  There will also be 
a tour of the new kitchen and instructions on how lunch will 
proceed in the new school year given by the Student Council.    

Get A Parking Spot ONLINE  
Access to the parking site registration can be found on the Pius 
X High School webpage at www.piusx.net. This site will be 
available from Tuesday, August 2, through Friday , August 5.  
ONLY Juniors and Seniors are eligible for a parking spot. Due 
to limited space, no Sophomores will be considered. Students 
will need their Pius X student I.D. number and birthdate  to 
register.  If you are in need of your studentôs I.D. number, please 
contact the school office at 488-0931.  By following the instruc-
tions on the site, you will be able to register your studentôs 
vehicle and list the names of students that will be carpooling 
with your student. It is essential to include all vehicle infor-
mation! After registering, print your parking receipt (the last 
page) and bring it with a payment of $75 to the main office on 
or before Friday , August 12, during normal office hours.  We 
will then assign parking spots and update the parking site.  Note: 
Failure to include all vehicle information, failure to bring re-
ceipt, or failure to pay before the time stated above will disquali-
fy your student from a parking spot.  Starting Tuesday, August 
16, at 5:00 p.m., you will be able to log in to the parking web-
site to view your parking spot number.  You are required to park 
in your parking spot the first day of school. If you are parked in 
a spot other than yours, it will result in a $20 parking fine.  

1st Day Of School -  Thursday, August 18  
The first day of the 2011-12 school year will 
be Thursday, August 18.  Pius X will follow  
a modified bell schedule with the day begin-
ning at 9:15 a.m. and ending at 3:30 p.m.  In 
celebration of the new school year and of St. 
Pius Xôs feast day on August 21st, Mass will 
be held in the Flavin Gym at 10:09 a.m. All 
are welcome to attend Mass.     

 

Welcome To Pius X High School  
Pius X High School was opened on October 1, 
1956, by Bishop Louis B. Kucera.  Pius X High 
School was established as the central Catholic high 
school for the city of Lincoln. Since its earliest 
years, Pius X has grown to over 1,000 students in 

grades 9-12, with over 70 faculty and staff made up of both reli-
gious and lay people. Pius X offers over 100 courses in 12 de-
partments, and the Math, Science, English and Social Studies 
departments offer seven Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 
Faculty members possess on average 10 years of teaching expe-
rience with over 60% of the faculty having earned a Master De-
gree or equivalent.  When the school was named after Pope St. 
Pius X, it took its patronôs motto, "To restore all things in 
Christ", as its guiding mission. This mission is evident in the 
academic opportunities and the variety of activities (clubs, ath-
letics, and organizations) offered to students.  Welcome to Pius 
Xôs 56th year!  May you all have a blessed school year.     

Start & Dismissal For 2011 -12  
Pius X will have an 8:05 a.m. start and a 3:26 
p.m. dismissal during the 2011-12 school 
year for the regular bell schedule with 5-
minute passing periods.  The day will ac-
commodate four sections of 5th period for 
lunch.  Two sections of the 5th period will be 
for your studentôs scheduled class, one sec-
tion for lunch, and one section for study. The 
order of these sections will be different for 
each class. Every student will have a section 
of 20 minutes to do homework and study. 

All normal study hall expectations will be in place during this 
time.  For example, students will be expected to study quietly on 
their own.  Talking will not be allowed.  Students will not be 
allowed to listen to mp3 players, ipods, use cell phones or other 
electronic devices, and sleeping will not be allowed.       

Locker Instructions  
All lockers have a lock assigned to them.  Locks should be used 
at all times for securing your possessions.  To help insure securi-
ty of your belongings, do not give your locker combination to 
anyone and be careful to not leave your locker unlocked.  Any 
problems with your locker must be reported to the office imme-
diately.  No writing of any kind is allowed on your locker.  Each 
student is responsible for his or her own locker and if there is 
writing on it, or damage to it, the assigned student(s) will be 
charged for any damage, and/or will have to clean the writing 
off the locker.  If someone else writes on your locker, report it 
immediately to the office, so you will not be responsible for it. 

Locker Registration Is ONLINE  
All students will register for a locker online and will be able to  
have his/her own locker.  Access to the locker registration page 
can be found on the Pius X High School webpage at 
www.piusx.net under the ñSchool Formsò tab.  This site will be 
available from Tuesday, August 2, through Friday , August 5.  
Students will need their Pius X student I.D. number and 
birthdate  to register.  If you are in need of your studentôs I.D. 
number, please contact the school office at 488-0931.  After this 
date, lockers will be assigned at random. For your child to have 
a greater chance of being close to his/her friend(s), try to register 
for a locker at the same time.  There are no guarantees due to the 
spacing of lockers. Note: Your child will not be given a locker 
number from the website.  Actual locker numbers and combina-
tions will be attached to the studentôs schedule that is picked up 
on Friday , August 12.  

 

Open House On Monday, August 29  
All Pius X parents are invited to attend an Open House on 
Monday, August 29, at 6:30 p.m.  The evening begins with 
prayer, pizza, and a welcome.  The welcome will be followed by 
an abbreviated school day during which parents may meet the 
teachers and go through their studentôs schedule.   

Fall Kick -Off Is Friday, August 19, At 7pm  
To celebrate the beginning of the new school year and to give 
the Fall activities a spirit boost, the Annual Fall Kick -Off is 
scheduled for Friday , August 19, at 7:00 p.m. at Aldrich Field .  
Highlights will include presentation of the Fall sports teams, the 
band, cheerleaders, and dance squad.  A football scrimmage will 
follow on the new artificial turf. The Booster Club will be sell-
ing Pius X clothing throughout the evening.  Admission to the 
Fall Kick-Off game is $2 for adults and $1 for students.  

Dance To Follow Kick -Off August 19  
Immediately following the conclusion of the Fall Kick-Off 
scrimmage on Friday , August 19, there will be the first dance 
of the year in the Old Gym until 11 p.m.  The attire must meet 
guidelines as outlined on page 33 of the Student/Parent Hand-
book. 

Dress Requirements For 2011 -12 Yearbook & I.D.  
All  students, grades 9-12, must be dressed following these guide-
lines for the 2011-12 class pictures sections of the Thunderer 
Yearbook and I.D.: 
 

Girls :  Tops or dresses that reach the neckline with no obvious 
cleavage and cover the shoulders; no words or symbols on cloth-
ing including Pius X or Husker symbols.  Pictures with facial or 
body piercing, tattoos, or hats are not acceptable. 
 

Boys:  Suits or sport coats with long neckties or bowties; sport 
shirt (polo shirts) with top button open; turtlenecks, v-neck sweat-
ers with shirts, crew neck sweaters, or shirts.  No words or sym-
bols on clothing including Pius X or Husker symbols.  Pictures 
with facial hair, any piercing, tattoos, or hats are not acceptable. 

 

ID Cards:  New For 2011 -12  
ALL students and staff will be required to wear an ID lanyard 
throughout the school day.  Pius will provide a lanyard the first 
time to anyone who requests one.  If you lose your ID card, you 
will be charged a $5 replacement fee.  If you forget your ID 
card, you will be fined $1 and be issued a temporary card.  
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Tune in to Catholic radio at 102.7 FM or www.kvss.com 

From the Business Office  
The first tuition statements for 2011/2012 school year will be 
sent out the first week in August. The tuition payment is due on 
the 25th of the month. If your incoming freshman received a 
scholarship from his/her grade school, that may not be reflected 
on the August statement. Please contact Karen Francis at ka-
ren.francis@piusx.net or at Pius X at (402) 488-0931 if there 
are any errors on your statement or if the payment plan needs to 
be changed. 

Drop/Adds For The 2011 -12 School Year  
A listing of the courses that students selected for the 2011-12 
school year were distributed to students in May. All schedule 
change requests must be made using the Schedule Change 
Form located in the Guidance Office and include the required 
$30 by Monday, August 22. Please have your student follow 
his/her current list of courses until the schedule change has been 
confirmed by the Guidance Office.  If you have any questions 
regarding your studentôs schedule for the 2011-12 school year, 
please contact the Guidance Office at 488-0931.  

Do We Have Your E -mail Address?  
Pius X uses e-mail to communicate with parents about a variety 
of topics.  Please update your records today and send an e-mail 
to Jolene Ritzman at jolene.ritzman@piusx.net so that she 
may get you added to our database. 

 

Announcements  

Incoming Freshmen Retreat Information  
Important!  All incoming freshmen must attend 
the mandatory freshmen retreat on August 14 and 
15, at Pius X.  The retreat is from 6:00 p.m.- 9:00 
p.m. on Sunday, August 14, and from 8:00 a.m.- 
12:00 noon on Monday, August 15.  Check-in 
starts at 5:45 p.m. on Sunday.  Students who miss 
this retreat will need to attend another retreat 

during the school year.    
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Sunday night is the orientation part of the retreat and includes 
physical activities and ice breakers, so students should dress 
modestly and comfortably.  There will NOT be Mass or sup-
per on Sunday night.  There will be informal tours throughout 
the retreat so students may bring their schedules with them if 
they desire (especially on Sunday).  Monday is the reflective 
part of the retreat and includes speakers, group discussions, and 
Mass which fulfills the Holy Day of Obligation requirement of 
the Feast of the Assumption of Mary. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

On Sunday, students with last names beginning with: 
 

Æ A-E should bring a ½ dozen cookies or desserts 
Æ F-I should bring fruits or vegetables for a ½ dozen people 
Æ J-M should bring a box or a bag of chips, crackers, or granola 

bars 
Æ N-Z should bring 1 dozen bottles of water 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

On Monday, students should eat breakfast before they come to 
the retreat.    
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

The retreat committee could use around eleven more parents to 
help with various aspects of Sunday night.  If you are interested 
in helping, please contact Maria Benes (Lay Campus Minister) 
at maria.benes@piusx.net or at 488-0931 ext. 10136.  

Pickup Procedure for Sunday Eveningôs 
Freshmen Retreat On August 14th  

 

To help relieve congestion as parents pick up their fresh-
men on August 14th, we ask that you follow this procedure when 
picking up your child at 9:00 p.m.: 
 

Æ All parents- please park in the west student parking lot.  
Please do NOT park in the drive-thru lane.  This backs up 
traffic and spills out onto A Street, backing up traffic there, too. 

Æ Parents with a last name beginning with A-G should park in the 
east rows closest to the school (rows 1 ï 5, roughly) 

Æ Parents with a last name beginning with H-N should park in the 
middle of the parking lot, approximately rows 5 ï 8. 

Æ Parents with a last name beginning with O-Z should park in west 
rows closest to the football field, approximately rows 9 ï 13. 

Æ If students are carpooling, we will ask them to head toward the 
area of the student whose parent is driving (i.e. if Tom Kortaôs 
mom was driving, Jan Frayser would head toward the middle of 
the parking lot with him to look for Tomôs mom) 

Æ Students will be directed to the appropriate section of the park-
ing lot.  We ask that parents wait in a parking stall in their corre-
sponding area until their son/daughter gets to the car.  PLEASE 
DO NOT PARK IN THE DRIVEWAY IN FRONT OF THE 
SCHOOL. 

Æ If you are not the person picking up your freshman, please 
communicate this plan to the appropriate person. 

 

Thanks for your cooperation with this plan.  God bless! 

 

 

Uniform Shop At Pius X  
 

Uniform Pickup Day is Wednesday, July 27, from 9am-3pm 
in the previous Clark Jeary building.  If you are unable to 
pick up your uniform on this day, please have a friend pick it up 
for you or you can pick it up starting Wednesday, August 3, 
during regular summer hours of 7:30am-2:30pm at Pius X in 
room 103. 
 

The Pius X Uniform Shop is currently located in the previous 
Clark Jeary building to the east of Pius X.  Enter through the 
east, sliding-glass doors under the awning at Clark Jeary.  
 

The Uniform Shop is open the following days to order uniforms: 
 

  Wednesday    July 27     11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
  Wednesday    August 3    11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
  Wednesday    August 10    11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
  Monday      August 15    12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
  Tuesday *     August 16    12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
* NOTE THE DAY CHANGE DUE TO THE DIOCESAN 
LUNCHEON ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 
  Wednesday    August 17    CLOSED 
 

*Important:  Please check the Pius X website for updated 
information due to the new construction. 
 

Starting Thursday, August 18, the uniform shop will be open on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays after school from 3:35-4pm on regular 
school days that end at 3:26 p.m. (not on early dismissal days).  
The uniform shop will be open on various Saturdays after La-
bor Day from 10am-12pm.  For updates and to check for chang-
es in the schedule, please visit the Pius X website at 
www.piusx.net [Parents Tab-Uniform Shop].  
 

Note:  Uniform items may also be ordered on-line from Dennis 
Uniform or purchased at the Dennis Uniform store in Omaha, 
NE. The Dennis Uniform website is www.dennisuniform.com 
and the Pius X school code is PPK.  Remember, items pur-
chased via the Dennis Uniform website or store requires you to 
pay the Dennis Uniform full price. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Hartman in 
the Pius X main office at (402) 488-0931 or via email at 
sandy.hartman@piux.net. 

Uniform Shop - WE NEED YOU! 
We need volunteers to help with the Uniform Shop. This is a 
super easy way to volunteer at Pius X.  It consists of volunteer-
ing one Saturday per semester from 10am-12pm in the Uni-
form Shop. If you can help, please contact Sandy Hartman at 
sandy.hartman@piusx.net or (402) 488-0931. 

Asbestos Notification  
The Institute for Environmental Assessment (IEA) developed 
an asbestos management plan for Pius X High School in 1988.  
Since that time all asbestos has either been removed or encapsu-
lated.  The remaining asbestos poses no actual health threat.  
The IEA has made inspections since 1991 in accordance with 
the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Resource Act.  The insur-
ance results and revised management program are now a part of 
the Pius X ongoing management program.  Detailed descriptions 
of our schoolôs plans and operations (inspections, notification, 
abatement work, repairs, training, etc.) are available for review 
for both Pius X High School and the Lincoln Diocesan Chan-
cery.  The Asbestos Program Manager for Pius X is Rev. Msgr. 
John Perkinton at the Diocesan Education Office at 488-2040. 
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Fall Sports Begin in August  
 

Æ Monday, August 8 ï Football, Girls Golf, Boys Tennis and 
Softball practices begin 

Æ Monday, August 15 ï Cross Country and Volleyball practic-
es begin 

 

Physical & Forms Required Prior To Tryouts  
All  athletes participating in any sport during the 2011-2012 
school year must have had a physical after May 1, 2011, in order 
to try out for a team.  Students need to turn in two forms in order 
to try out and participate in athletics (1) the Clearance Form 
(part 3 of the NSAA Pre-Participation Physical Form) complet-
ed AFTER May 1, 2011, signed by the examining physician 
conducting the studentôs physical and (2) NSAA Student and 
Parent Consent Form.  Both forms are available in the Pius X 
main office or on the NSAA (Nebraska School Activities Asso-
ciation) website at www.nsaahome.org. Remember to turn the-
se forms in PRIOR to tryouts.  Please do not send in the origi-
nal. Only a copy is needed.  If your athlete participated in the 
physical night held in May at Pius X, we already have a copy of 
that physical and there is no need to resubmit it.  Most students 
completed the NSAA Student and Parent Consent Form 
when they registered for classes for 2011-12 this past spring.  
If you have questions regarding these forms, please contact Mr. 
Moore in the Pius X Activities/Athletics Office.  

 

Announcements  

www.highschoolsports.net  
The Pius X athletic schedules may be found at 

www.highschoolsports.net.   

NSAA Website  
Stay up-to-date with all of the state school activities by visiting 

the Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA) website at 

www.nsaahome.org.  

Volleyball Information  
Please mark your calendars for the following: 

Monday, August 8 - Parent/Athlete Meeting at 7 p.m. in the 
Flavin Gymnasium 
Wednesday, August 10 -OR- Thursday, August 11 - Physi-
cal Testing - 7 p.m. - meet in the gym.  It is strongly recom-
mended that the athlete attend one of these testing dates. 
Monday, August 15 - Tryouts begin.  Specific tryout times 
will be announced at the Parent/Athlete Meeting on Monday, 
August 8. In order to be eligible for a team, the athlete must 
attend ALL tryout sessions. 
A physical form and consent form must be on file before the 
athlete can participate in tryouts or practice (please see 
ñPhysical & Forms Required Prior To Tryoutsò on this page 
for more information). 

Athletic Passes For Pius X Home Games  
Athletic passes for the 2011-2012 school year may be purchased 
in the Pius X main office. The student athletic passes include 
10 punches for $25 ($2.50 per game). The student athletic pass-
es may be used only by students and shared with their siblings.  
Adult athletic passes are  also available which include 10 
punches for $45 ($4.50 per game). All athletic passes may be 
used for any sport held at Pius X and at any level of game in-
cluding Varsity, JV, 10th, and 9th. They can be used only at 
games at Pius X and MAY NOT be used at district or state 
games. If they are lost or stolen, they are not replaceable. 

Sportsmanship/Game Behavior  
Sportsmanship is the practice of playing fair, of taking defeat 
without complaint or victory without gloating, and treating op-
ponents with respect, generosity and courtesy. Good sportsman-
ship is a matter of character, of being able to choose what is 
right even in the heat of competition. We ask that our fans al-
ways direct their cheers and chants toward our own team and 
never boo, taunt or direct chants or gestures at opposing teams, 
fans or officials. 

Clubs & Activities Available At Pius X  
There are many clubs and activities to choose from at Pius X.  
They include and are not limited to the following:  Art Club, 
Bowling, Cheerleading, Chess Club, Club World Aid, Cribbage 
Club, FCT (Fellowship of Christian Teens), Junior Achieve-
ment, Key Club, Landscaping Club, Legion of Mary, Literature 
Club, Math Club, National Honor Society, Needle Workers 
Anonymous, Outdoors Club, Passport To Adventure Club, Pius 
Players, Pro-Life Club, Recycling Club, Retreat Team, Running 
Club, Schoenstatt SOS Club (Sisters of Sanctity), Science Club, 
Sign Language Club, SOADA Club (Students Organized 
Against Drugs & Alcohol), Speech Team (Forensics), Student 
Council, Thunderettes Dance Team, Trap Shooting Club, and 
UFO Club (Ultimate Frisbee). 

Volleyball Scrimmage  
The Pius X Volleyball Team will hold an intra-squad scrimmage 
on Thursday, August 25, at 6:00 p.m. Admission is a canned 
food item to benefit Catholic Social Services (CSS). 

Sports Offered At Pius X  
The following sports are offered by the NSAA (Nebraska 
School Activities Association) at Pius X High School and have 
specific seasons: 
 

Fall (begins in August)-  Boys & Girls Cross Country, Football, 
Girls Golf, Softball, Boys Tennis, Volleyball 
 

Winter (begins Monday, November 14)- Boys Basketball, 
Girls Basketball, Boys & Girls Swimming/Diving, Wrestling 
 

Spring (begins Monday, February 27)- Baseball, Boys Golf, 
Boys Soccer, Girls Soccer, Girls Tennis, Boys & Girls 
Track/Field 

Football Begins August 8  
 

Football practice for sophomores, juniors, and seniors will 
begin Monday, August 8, at 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  Football 
practice for freshmen will begin Thursday, August 11, at 8:00 
a.m. only.   
 

Æ Conditioning will be held July 25-28  & August 1-4: 
Weight Lifting will take place in the morning 

juniors and seniors at 6:45 a.m.       
freshmen and sophomores at 7:30 a.m. 

Running will take place from 7-8 p.m.  
Æ Equipment Check Out for juniors and seniors will be 

Monday, August 1, from 6-7 p.m. 
Æ Equipment Check Out for sophomores will be Tuesday, 

August 2, from 6-7 p.m. 
Æ Equipment Check Out for freshmen will be Thursday, Au-

gust 11, at practice. 
Æ Parent Meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 2, at 8 p.m. 

in the Commons. 
Æ A Physical Form and Consent Form must be on file before 
the athlete can participate in practice (please see ñPhysical & 
Forms Required Prior To Tryoutsò on this page for more in-
formation). 

Æ Due to liability and insurance reasons, players may not buy 
their own football helmet to use.  

 

Please contact Coach Tim Aylward if there are any questions. 

Swim/Dive Team Information  
Æ First practice will be Monday, November 14. 
Æ Practice locations are to be determined. 
Æ The first meet will be in December and the State Meet will 

be at the Bob Devaney Sports Center February 23-25, 2012. 
Æ There will be no practice from December 23-27 during the 

NSAA Activities Moratorium at Christmas break.   
Æ New swimmers and divers:  Please contact Coach Nash at 

cindy.nash@piusx.net to be placed on the contact list.  

Team Photo Dates -  August 13 / August 19  
Football team photos will be taken Saturday, August 13.  The 
remaining fall sports team photos will be taken Friday, August 
19, at 3:30pm.  Coaches will send order forms and time infor-
mation home with their athletes or distribute them at parent 
meetings, if possible.  Athletes need to bring the completed form 
and payment to the photo session if they want to purchase but-
tons or photos.  If you have any questions, please contact Jake 
Moore at jake.moore@piusx.net or boosterclub@piusx.net.  
A portion of the photo proceeds will be donated to the Pius X 
Booster Club and used to support student activities. 
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Vocal Music Calendar   

Announcements  

Thunderette Dance Camp  
Please join the Pius X Thunderettes this summer for our annual 
summer camp. It will be held Monday, August 8, to Wednes-
day, August 10, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. A performance 
for parents will be held Wednesday, August 10, at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Pius X gym.  Snacks & water will be provided to campers.  
There is a discount for early registration and families with more 
than one child. Walk-ins welcome. Summer camp is important 
to a young artistôs development. We hope you will bring a 
friend, have fun, and learn a lot about DANCE! For registration 
forms, please check the Pius X website or contact the Thunder-
ette coach at shamene.dixon@piusx.net.  

Greece & Turkey Trip Planned June 2013  
Calling all past, present, and future Pius X students and fami-

lies!  Consider joining a Pius X group for an 11 day Tour of 

Turkey, Aegean Islands and Greece during June of 2013. An 

informational meeting will take place in September 2011.  For 

more information, please contact Shiela Sievert at 

shiela.sievert@piusx.net. 

Band Camp  
A reminder that Band Camp for all band students for the 2011-
12 school year will be held on Thursday and Friday, July 28 and 
29, and Monday through Friday, August 1 through 5. The ses-
sions will run from 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
All students enrolled for band should have received a mailing in 
early June. If you did not, please contact Mr. Murphy at 
mike.murphy@piusx.net.  

New York City In 2012!  
The Pius X Vocal Department will be taking a choir 
trip to New York City in the spring of 2012, tenta-

tively set for Thursday, April 19, through Sunday, April 22 
(this may change to April 20-April 23, depending on airfare). 
Any student, freshman through senior, who is enrolled in a choir 
for the school year of 2011-12, is eligible to go on this trip.  Stu-
dents will see two Broadway shows, tour the city, perform in 
several venues, and get to experience New York City.  This trip 
is taken once every four years.  The cost of the trip will be ap-
proximately $1250, depending on airfare and fees.  This amount 
will cover everything except a few meals and any spending 
money for shopping/souvenirs.  Fundraising opportunities are 
being explored and will be offered throughout the 2011-12 
school year. It is not too late to sign up for this trip. If you are 
interested in attending this trip, please email Mrs. Odgaard at 
mary.odgaard@piusx.net.   

Save The King...Save The Queen...Save The Bishop  
Save The Date!  April 21, 2012  
You wonôt want to miss this yearôs event. 
We canôt tell you everything yet, but 
BOLT 2012 promises to be a great 
ñGameò! 
 

Final Review of BOLT 2011: We had a 
very successful year for our 26th Anniversary. We gave 
$66,000.00 to the Booster Club and $128,000.00 to Pius X to go 
towards our new kitchen, for a total of $197,500.00 from this 
yearôs BOLT.  
 

We could not raise this money without the help of all our volun-
teers, which brings me to BOLT 2012 - YES, we need volun-
teers again.  I hope that you will consider being a part of this 
very fun and exciting event. We begin our work in late August 
2011 and finish with our event on Saturday, April 21, 2012. 
We have many areas and many levels of participation.  If you 
are interested, please email me at deb.schulte@piusx.net. I 
hope to hear from you soon.  Enjoy the rest of your summer. 
 

Deb Schulte, BOLT Director    

 

Booster Club Clothing & Merchandise  
Watch for new Pius X clothing and merchandise for sale at the 
New Parent Meetings on Wednesday, August 10, and Monday, 
August 15; and at the Fall Kick-Off on Friday, August 19.    

Booster Club + YOU = Successful Students  
The Pius X experience is special.  It is about so much more than 
just the school and the quality educationéit is about the ability 
of our community to do MORE; more through faith, students, 
faculty and activities. 
 

Last year alone, nearly 1,500 Pius students participated in activi-
ties supported by the Pius X Booster Club and associated with 
NSAA competitionséincluding vocal and instrumental music, 
newspaper and yearbook, cheer and dance, the one-act play, 
bowling, trap and all other sports.  Wow! Thatôs a lot of active 
students. 
 

Pius has had tremendous participation rates and experienced 
great success thanks, in part, to great support from members of 
the Booster Club.  Last year, through membership and other 
fund raising activities, the Booster Club provided monetary sup-
port for more than 26 different activities. 
 

If you are a parent, grandparent, alum or a fan, please join us 
and help support the growing needs of our active students. 
Simply return the form in this newsletter, download a form 
online or sign up at the New Parents Meeting or Fall Kickoff. 
 

The Pius X Booster Club supports student activities, school fa-
cility improvements, competition fees, uniforms, travel, equip-
ment, prom and graduation events, and much, much more, in-
cluding the kitchen construction this past year. 
 

Questions?  Email boosterclub@piusx.net.  Go Bolts! 

Spectrum Choreography Rehearsals  
Monday     August 15     9am-5pm 
Tuesday     August 16     9am-5pm 
Saturday     September 17   9am-12:30pm 

Sotto Voce Choreography Rehearsals  
Wednesday   August 17     9am-5pm 
Saturday     September 17   1pm-5pm 

Vocal Dept. New York Trip  Meeting  
Tuesday, August 23rd, 5:30-6:30 pm in the LPAC 

 

*Note: This meeting is not mandatory to go on the trip, howev-
er, you will receive all pertinent information as to itinerary, 
dates, payment schedule, etc.  All questions will be answered 
during this meeting as opposed to individual emails.  Please 
attend this meeting if you have questions about the trip.  First 
payment of $250 will be due Friday, September 2nd.  This se-
cures a spot on the trip.  No late payments will be accepted; no 
one can join the trip past September 2nd. 

Fall Concert  
Monday, October 3 

7:00 pm  

(call time 5pm for vocalists) 

location tbd 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Performances  
Sunday, November 6 

7:00 pm  

Old Gym 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Christmas Concert  
Monday, December 12 

7:00 pm  

(call time 5pm for vocalists) 

location tbd 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Benefit Concert  
Monday, January 30 

7:00 pm 

LPAC 

Winter Concert  
Monday, March 7 

7:00 pm 

location tbd 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

New York Trip  
Thursday, April 19  

thru 

Sunday, April 22 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Spring Concert  
Monday, May 14 

7:00 (set up immediately after 

school) 

New Gym 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

 

visit us on the web at the 

Pius X website: 

www.piusx.net 

[Activities - Performing Arts]  
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Pius X Library Media Center  
The Pius X Library Media Center is open Monday-Thursday 
from 7:50 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and from 7:50 a.m. - 3:35 p.m. on 
Fridays.  Reference books may be checked out overnight while 
all other books may be checked out for 15 days.  Periodicals 
may be checked out for 1 week.  For more information, please 
contact Karen Buckley at karen.buckley@piusx.net or 488-0931.  
 

Recycling Fundraiser Program  
Are you looking for a safe way to recycle your old cell phone or 
MP3 player?  The Pius X Recycling Club can safely recycle 
these items for you through the Recycling Fundraiser program 
(formerly EcoPhones).  It will even help us support our recy-
cling service at Pius X.  Please drop off any cell phones or MP3 
players that you would like recycled in the office with a note 
saying, ñRecycling Clubò on them.  If you have any questions 
please contact Claire Hicks at claire.hicks@piusx.net or visit 
t h e  r e c y c l i n g  f u n d r a i s e r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.recyclingfundraiser.com.  

Book Required For Junior Composition  
From the English Department: All juniors  are required to 
purchase the Write for College book for Junior Composition.  
The price is $25.00.  Checks made out to Pius X High School 
will be collected by the teacher during the first week of class.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Katie Elsener at 
katie.elsener@piusx.net. 

Calculator Recommendations  
Pius X High School Mathematics Department recommends the 
use of the Texas Instruments TI 30X Series scientific calcula-
tor for use in Algebra A through Geometry courses.  Algebra 2 
and above we recommend Texas Instruments TI 83+ or TI 84 
Series graphing calculators. These are the calculators most 
used in classroom demonstrations and have been observed to be 
most easily used by students.  We do NOT recommend the  TI-
34 or TI-89.  Please consider this when purchasing calculators 
for your students. College dorm bulletin boards, pawn shops, 
Craigslist, or e-Bay may be good places to buy a good used cal-
culator for a decent price.   If buying new, please save the Pur-
chase Points and bring them to the school.  We can submit them 
for classroom equipment.  

 

Announcements  

Senior Photograph Submission Policy  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Specifications: 

1.  Size & Shape:  A professional JPG image, 

vertical print of approximately 2ò X 3ò, or a 

standard wallet size is required. 

2.  Background:  The background may be indoor or outdoor but 

should be simple and devoid of any writing or symbols that may 

detract from the studentôs face. 
3.  Tone:  Faces must stand out from the background and have 

sufficient contrast to avoid a flat, faint, or shallow appearance. 

4.  Poses:  All photos must be head/shoulder shots only.  Stu-

dents shall be conservatively posed, preferably full front or 

slightly to the side.  Avoid extreme angles, profile views, or 

gazing into space. 

5.  Clothing:  Please review the dress requirements listed  in the 
Student/Parent Handbook and on page 7 of this newsletter 

[Dress Requirements For 2011-12 Yearbook & I.D.], and follow 

them closely.  Your photo will not be included if these require-

ments are not met.    
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Procedures: 

1.  Deadline:  The deadline for yearbook/senior photo submis-

sion will be Friday , November 11, at 4:00 p.m. 
2.  Schedule Photos Early:  Seniors are urged to have their pic-

tures taken during the summer and early fall months to allow 

enough time to meet this deadline.  Photographers often take 

months to return the photos. 

3.  Follow The Requirements:  If an acceptable photo is not 

submitted by the deadline, the Pius X Yearbook Advisor will 

review the photo taken by the school photo company for ID pur-

poses and use it instead.   If a photo was not taken or is inappro-
priate, the student will not be pictured in the senior mugs pages. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Photographer Submission: 

Your photographer may submit photos to us in JPG form.  

Please ask them to do so well ahead of the deadline to help us 

account for students who have not had their pictures taken by a 

professional photographer.   
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

If youôd like the yearbook staff to take your photos, we are 

thrilled to practice on our seniors.  Schedule an appointment 

with Mrs. Sullivan in the fall and bring a change of clothing 

with you. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Wallet-Size Hard-Copy Submission: 

Please submit your wallet-size photograph to the Yearbook Ad-

visor in an envelope labeled with the following:  1). Attention:   

Yearbook Advisor 2). senior picture 3). studentôs name.  

 

Hand Sanitizer & Tissues Needed  
We are in desperate need of tissues and hand sanitizer for the 
upcoming school year for our students.  If you are able to donate 
any of these items, please bring them to the main office.  One 
box of tissues and one hand sanitizer bottle per student would be 
greatly appreciated.  Larger refill bottles of hand sanitizer are 
also welcome.  Thank you in advance for helping keep our Pius 
X family well.  As we are often in short supply of these items, 
please remind your students to carry their own.   

Advertise In The X -Change Newspaper  
The Pius X-Change, our very own student newspaper, is seek-
ing advertisers for our 2011-12 monthly issues.  The newspaper 
is funded through ad sales, and your support is greatly appreciat-
ed.  We have different size and price options beginning at only 
$25.  We also accept inserts.  If you are interested in advertising 
in the X-Change or if you have any questions, please contact 
Nolan DeWispelare (adviser) at Pius X High School at 488-
0931 or by e-mail at nolan.dewispelare@piusx.net.  Thank you 
for your continued support of the X-Change! 

Senior Baby Ads For Yearbook  
Baby ads are optional for senior parents to submit 

for placement in the yearbook. The ad is simply a 

baby or toddler picture of your child and a short 

message of no more than 20 words. Baby ads cost 

$35.00 and are a nice memento in the yearbook 

for graduating seniors.  The same baby photo will be used in 

the senior video.  Senior baby ads are due Friday , November 

11,  by 4:00 p.m.  Please turn in baby ads in a separate enve-

lope from your senior photo.  The photo needs to be submit-

ted as a hard copy.  Electronic submissions will not be accept-

ed.  Sorry, we are not able to return photos.  Please contact Mrs. 

Sullivan at sandra.sullivan@piusx.net if you have any ques-

tions.    

Discounts Available On Microsoft & Dell Products  
For discounts on Microsoft & Dell products, visit Journey Ed-
ucation Marketing at http://www.journeyed.com/select or the 
Dell EPP Program at www.dell.com/epp (our Diocese of Lin-
coln ID number is PS91906606).  These savings are available to 
all Diocese of Lincoln Schools employees, family members and 
friends because of our corporate relationship.  All purchases are 
the responsibility of the individual.   
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Dress Code Policy Reminders  
Please review the dress code policies listed in the 2011-12 Stu-
dent/Parent Handbook.  Listed below are some quick reminders: 

 

polos must be banded at the bottom 
any long-sleeved shirt worn under the polo can be any col-
or, but must be one solid color and free of lettering or ad-
vertisements 
shirts worn under the polo must not stick out below the 
banded bottom 
skirts/skorts must be the approved Dennis Uniform khaki 
calf-length and must be purchased through the Pius X uni-
form store 
skirts/skorts and shorts may not be rolled up or shortened 
a belt must be worn at all times with shorts and slacks 
cutting or slitting the side hem is not acceptable 
frayed bottoms are not acceptable 
sandals must be dress-style only 
sports sandals or flip-flops are not allowed 
socks must be worn at all times 
jackets, coats, hooded sweatshirts, non-uniform sweatshirts 
and hats are not to be worn in the classroom or building 
the approved black fleece must be purchased from the Pius 
X uniform shop 
a uniform polo must be worn underneath the approved 
black fleece  

Dance/Fun Nights Guidelines  
High school dances provide an opportunity for a fun social 
event.  The first dance will be Friday, August 19, immediately 
following the Fall Kick-Off.  The Pius X dance/attire policy may 
be found in the Student/Parent Handbook.  One of our goals is to 
help students recognize appropriate boundaries for dance and 
dress.  The shorts that many girls have been wearing throughout 
the summer will not be acceptable for the dance.  Shorts may not 
be pulled down as a means to be within the policy.  The best 
options to choose are Capriôs, the longer shorts that reach to just 
above the knee, and the longer basketball athletic shorts.  
 

Students may only leave dances within the last half hour of the 
scheduled end time, unless a parent is contacted and grants per-
mission.  Students who arrive to a dance more than one hour late 
will be breathalyzed.  Any student who is out of dress code will 
not only have to find an appropriate adjustment, he or she will 
also have to miss the dance for 15 minutes.  Likewise, any stu-
dent who is dancing inappropriately will have to sit for 15 
minutes in the re-teaching room before returning to the dance. 
 

The second dance of the school year will be Homecoming, 
which will take place on Saturday, September 24. Please review 
the Student/Parent Handbook prior to selecting your studentôs 
attire for this event as well as other upcoming events such as 
Turnabout and Prom.  

 

Announcements  

Arriving Early/Staying Late  
Due to safety and liability concerns, students should not arrive at 
school before 7:15 a.m. and all students should be picked up by 
4:00 p.m. each day.  Students must be in the Commons area by 
4:00 p.m. each day, and may not be in halls after 4:00 p.m.  Par-
ents may drop off students in front of the Commons area. 

Dismissal Procedures  
When picking up your student at dismissal be sure to stop for 
your student in the right lane and use the left lane for exiting.  
When leaving the driveway, please remember that there is a sign 
indicating a right-hand turn only.  Please be safe and consider-
ate, and only make right-hand turns.  If you are picking up your 
student at the church across A Street, please stay parked in a 
designated parking stall (NOT THE FIRE LANE CURB) until 
your student gets to the car.   

Uniforms  
All students must be in uniform when they are in the building 
between the first bell of the day (8:00 a.m.) and the final bell of 
the day.  Socks and belts must be worn.  Boys may not wear 
earrings, must be clean shaven, and their hair must be off their 
shirt collars.  These, as well as all other aspects of the uniform 
dress code will be enforced everywhere in the building at all 
times.   Shorts may not be shortened.  Shorts must at least reach 
the length of your fingertips with your hands at your sides.  Stu-
dents will be sent to the office to replace shorts that are not long 
enough and a detention will be issued for whatever classes are 
missed to do so. 

Demerit Cards  
All students must have their demerit card with them at all times 
during the school day and at all school activities & events.  De-
merit cards must be presented to any teacher or staff member 
who requests it at any time.  A lost, washed, or torn demerit card 
should be reported to the school office immediately. 

Food, Gum, And Drinks  
Food, gum, or drinks are not allowed in the hallways or class-
rooms at any time.  However, students are permitted to take a 
clear water bottle to class if the teacher allows it.  Water bottles 
are NOT allowed in any of the computer labs or media center.  
All food and other drinks are to be consumed in the Commons 
and must not be taken from the Commons after lunch.  

Cell Phones & Other Electronic Devices  
Cell phones are to be off and out of sight during the school day.  
If your cell phone is seen or heard during the school day, it will 
be confiscated and only a parent/guardian can pick it up in the 
office.  I-pods, MP3 players, and other electronic devices are not 
to be used during the school day either. 

Parking/Car Security -  Seniors & Juniors  
Only Seniors and Juniors may park on campus and everyone 
must park in a marked, numbered spot.  Anyone illegally parked 
at any time, will have the "boot" placed on his/her car and must 
pay a $20 fee to have it removed.  All students who park on 
campus should lock their cars and keep all items of value locked 
in their trunks due to security and theft issues.  Pius X is not 
responsible for any items stolen from your car while it is parked 
in our lot.  In the past, CD players and CD's have been the target 
of car break-ins and thefts in our lot.  Please lock these items in 
your trunk during the school day, so that you do not make an 
easy and attractive target for thieves.  Also, report any suspi-
cious cars, individuals or activity you see to the office immedi-
ately.  Try to get a license plate number of any suspicious car 
you see in our lot.  Pius X cannot be held responsible for loss of 
personal items or vandalism to cars in our lots. 

Keep Valuables At Home And Out Of Sight  
The safest place for expensive items is at home.  There is really 
no need to bring iPods and other electronic devices to school.  
The second safest place is the school locker, since it has a built-
in lock and there is only one student per locker.  It is possible for 
a student to see into our PE lockers, so please be sure that you 
keep your valuables covered up even inside your locker.  If 
something is stolen, please report this immediately to your 
teacher and the front office.  This way we may identify which 
students were out of their classroom during the period and at-
tempt to recover your items.   

Lost And Found Items  
Please mark your studentôs possessions with a permanent mark-
er.  If there is a name, we will return them to their owner.  
Please claim your unmarked items in the main office.   

Bullying/Harassment  
Pius X High School is to be a safe place for EVERY student in 
the building.  We will not tolerate students being harassed physi-
cally or emotionally by another student.  It is a basic tenet of our 
faith that we are to treat all others according to the dignity that 
God has given each one of us.  It is the duty of the strong to pro-
tect the weak, though some mistakenly believe that picking on 
the weak somehow makes them strong.  
 

If you are being harassed by another student, please let an adult 
know.  You can either come and see one of us in person, write a 
note and drop it in the mail, or call us.  Whatôs important is that 
you donôt let it continue.  To the person who is trying to pick on 
you, simply look them in the eye and say something like, ñYou 
need to stop this.  I wonôt tolerate it.ò  By letting us know about 
the inappropriate behavior, you give us a chance to address it 
with a student and not only save yourself from the bother, but 
surely save others as well. 
 

The majority of you will not experience any harassment while at 
Pius X.  However, many of you may witness someone else get-
ting picked on.  Please do NOT join in on the harassment, or 
even laugh to encourage the one who is misbehaving.  If you 
have the strength of character to address the person directly, 
please do so.  If not, please let us know and we will address the 
student ourselves.  We will always work to correct the behavior 
while protecting your identity. 
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QUEST Retreats For Freshmen & Sophomores  
Freshmen and sophomores are invited to register for a Quest 
Retreat.  QUEST is a retreat for young Catholics between the 
ages of 14 and 16 who are freshmen and sophomores in high 
school. It is woven around the theme of the Three Circles of 
Love: Love of Self, Love of Others, and Love of God. The name 
QUEST implies "searching for" and "seeking out". As such, this 
retreat is designed to bring young people together and invite 
them to search for and seek out a deeper understanding and ap-
preciation of themselves, others, and God. To register, please 
visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseoflincoln.org then 
click on the orange ñYouth Ministryò link at the bottom of the 
page.  For more information, contact the Family Life Office at 
(402) 488-2040.    

 

Announcements  

Senior Service Information  
The 2011-2012 Senior Service policy is posted on the Pius X 
website at www.piusx.net under the ñSenior Service Programò 
link. If you would like to request the help of our seniors for a 
service project, please complete an online request form also on 
our website. Beginning Tuesday, September 20, our website 
will contain each seniorôs record of completed service hours. 
Remember, all service projects performed over the summer must 
be turned into the box outside of the main office by Friday , 
September 16. Available service projects are posted on the ser-
vice hour website and will be posted across from Room 207.  
For more information, please contact Maria Benes (Lay Campus 
Minister) at maria.benes@piusx.net or at 488-0931 ext. 10136.  

What Is The Green And Gold?  
The Green and Gold is a prayer support group which prays 
particularly for the spiritual growth of the Pius X High School 
family: administration, faculty, staff, parents, benefactors, and 
especially for the Pius X students.  The intentions of all Green 
and Gold members are included in the Day of Adoration before 
the Blessed Sacrament held each First Friday of the month dur-
ing the school term in the Pius X Chapel. 
 

The colors are significant in meaning.  The color green is sym-
bolic of life and hope, while the color gold is symbolic of honor 
and glory.  To the members of the Green and Gold, green is 
representative of their prayers which will bring added life and 
hope to Pius X endeavors, while gold is representative of the 
sacrifices of fasting and self-denial which turn small human 
actions into acts of love to the greater honor and glory of God. 
 

Members of the Green and Gold are asked to pledge support of 
Pius X family with five minutes of prayer each day.  The fol-
lowing are only suggestions: 
 

1. Asking Maryôs intercession and blessings on Pius endeavors 
through the recitation of one decade of the rosary. Mary has 
promised that what you ask through the rosary, you shall receive. 

2. Asking St. Pius X, the patron of our school for the wisdom and 
courage  ñto restore all things in Christ.ò 

3. Asking St. Michael the Archangel for special protection from sin 
and evil. 

4. Offering one small hidden sacrifice each day for a student or 
teacher who has special needs.  (Ex. Giving up a cup of coffee, 
snack, or TV show, or visiting a shut-in, etc.)                        

5. Making a special visit to the Blessed Sacrament at Pius or the 
parish church. 

 

The Green and Gold has two levels of membership including 
core members and honorary members.  
 

Æ Core members become part of the e-mail prayer support 
line.  Members may e-mail special intentions to Sister Ve-
ronica at sr.veronica@piusx.net or Mary Doher at 
mary.doher@experian.com.  Core members are also asked 
to pay initial dues of $5.00 to cover costs of prayer material 
received.  This fee is paid only once, no matter how many 
years one is a member. 

 

Æ Honorary members are only asked to pray for teachers and 
students in general, especially the student body.  There are no 
meetings, no dues, nor any other obligations. 

 

ñAsk and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and the door 
shall be opened to you.ò  Matthew 7:7 
ñMore things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.ò  Alfred 
Lord Tennyson 

Daily Mass In The Pius X Chapel    
Please join us for daily Mass.  Mass is offered in the Pius X 
Chapel at 7:30 a.m. each morning.  It is a great blessing!  If 
anyone would like a 7:30 a.m. Mass offered for their special 
intentions, please contact the Religion Office at Pius X High 
School to schedule a date.  The usual stipend is $10.00.   

Monthly Mass For Friends Of Pius X  
On the second Friday of each month there is a special Mass at 
6:30 a.m. in the Pius X chapel.  Fr. Meysenburg is the celebrant 
and the Mass is offered for Pius X High Schoolôs many benefac-
tors.  All are welcome to attend.  

First Friday Adoration In The Chapel   
On the First Friday of each month, the Blessed Sacrament in 
the Pius X chapel is taken out of the tabernacle and placed onto 
the altar for special adoration during the day. The theology 
classes take turns in spending time worshipping before the 
Blessed Sacrament. Catholics believe this to be a special and 
unique presence of Jesus Christ, as told about in the Last Supper 
stories of the Bible which recount how Jesus turns bread into 
His own body.  This is also based on the 6th chapter of the Gos-
pel of John where Jesus prepares His followers for this unique 
divine action. 

Confessions Available Before & After School  
Confessions are available after morning Mass from 7:50-8:00 
a.m. and after school on school days.   Schoenstatt SOS Club (Sisters Of Sanctity)  

With the start of a new school year comes the start of the SOS 
Club! Young ladies from around the world have come to find 
the joy in belonging to Schoenstatt.  Why? In Schoenstatt, we 
find a new family of friends - friends who love their faith and 
are longing to be reflections of the beauty of Mary!  
 

At Pius X, the SOS Club meets approximately every other Fri-
day in the morning before school (the opposite Friday of the 
FCT Club) with Sr. M. Jennifer.  Their mission is to become 
reflections of Mary with the desire to help lead the world home-
ward to the heavenly Father.  The material the girls cover in-
cludes developing a personal value system which is influenced 
by faith, self-knowledge, coming to recognize and follow Godôs 
providence in their lives; self- education; Schoenstatt history 
and spirituality (covenant of love, everyday sanctity, and instru-
mentality); and preparation for a consecration to Mary known in 
Schoenstatt as the covenant of love. 
 

The Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary have been residing at the Cor 
Mariae Schoenstatt Center since 2004.  The Mission of the Cor 
Mariae Schoenstatt Shrine is to educate the every day saint, to 
call hearts to Mary (to draw hearts to Mary) and to be the heart 
of Mary for the Church and world.  Their website is 
www.cormariae.com.  The Shrine is located at 340 Hwy 103, 
Crete, Nebraska.  Visiting hours are daily from 6:30am-8:30pm.  
All are welcome.   
 

If you would be interested in learning more about the SOS 
Club, please call Sr. M. Jennifer at (402) 826-3346 or email 
her at srjennifer@schsrsmary.org.  Look for meetings at Pius 
X soon on the Pius X website announcement page!     

TEC Retreat For Incoming Juniors & Seniors  
TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) is a 3-day retreat program 
(Saturday-Monday) for high school juniors and seniors focusing 
on the Paschal Mystery.  It is a fun, relaxing retreat where stu-
dents meet new people, have great conversations, are brought 
closer to Christ, and enjoy lots of surprises along the way!  To 
register, please visit the Diocesan website at 
www.dioceseoflincoln.org then click on the orange ñYouth 
Ministryò link at the bottom of the page.  For more information, 
contact the Family Life Office at (402) 488-2040.    
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Announcements  

 Spirituality Committee  
ñPlanted and built up in 

Jesus Christ, firm in the faith.ò   
 

Our Holy Father Benedict XVI asks 
young people to root themselves in Jesus 

Christ and their faith in order to live life positively, to ñbegin anewò the 
meaning of life.  A young person is like a tree growing, needing deep roots 
to overcome the storms.  When those roots are in God, we are able to live 
life to the fullest.   Pope Benedict chose the WYD 2011 theme from Colos-
sians 2:7 ñrooted in Him and built upon Him and established in the faith as 
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.ò    
 

Blessed John Paul II began World Youth Day to inspire the youth to a life 
in Christ, the new Evangelization.  There have been 10 International World 
Youth Day celebrations in which the youth of the world answer the invita-
tion of the Holy Father in staggering numbers to carry home the message 
received there to be Christ's light to the world.   They encounter and carry 
home with them the ñPower from on Highò, the Holy Spirit!  
 

In Toronto, the last International WYD in which JPII was present, he told 
the 800,000 gathered with him at the vigil, "When, back in 1985, I wanted 
to start the World Youth Days... I imagined a powerful moment in which the 
young people of the world could meet Christ, who is eternally young, and 
could learn from him how to be bearers of the Gospel to other young peo-
ple. This evening, together with you, I praise God and give thanks to him 
for the gift bestowed on the Church through the World Youth Days. Mil-
lions of young people have taken part, and as a result have become better 
and more committed Christian witnesses." 
 

World Youth Day 2011 is August 16 to 21.   For the youth it is a pilgrim-
age, a journey they make for the purpose of asking for heavenly aid, and 
ultimately to come to know God better. Along this journey, there will be 
many sacrifices. There is suffering, hunger, pain, exhaustion, extreme 
weather conditions, crowds, etc... All of these involve self denial in order to 
obtain the ultimate goal and reach the final destination. While journeying, a 
pilgrim may notice that while living in the present, it's not the present that 
matters; what matters is the distant goal. The experience one has on a pil-
grimage can be fantastic and deeply meaningful!  Extra graces are given to 
pilgrims who open their hearts to God. Pilgrims are also called to be wit-
nesses for Christ on their journey.  
 

A pilgrimage can also be defined as the course of life here on earth. The 
physical pilgrimage we take to a sacred shrine or place is a symbol of the 
spiritual pilgrimage we are on throughout our lives. Each day we have the 
opportunity to encounter Christ through suffering, joy, interactions with 
others, and through every aspect of our human experience. By taking what 
we have learned from our pilgrimage we can put it into practice in our daily 
lives and come to a better knowledge of God.  
 

Summer is an excellent time for our families to slow down and encounter 
Christ, to listen to God and His purpose for our lives, to live in the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, to enjoy Our Lordôs ñgift of familyò.  We could make a 
Retreat.  It doesnôt have to be an expensive place.  A half day with the fami-
ly to a holy place, praying a Rosary on the way, packing a picnic lunch, 
learning more about the holy place we visit.  The May newsletter article 
listed some of these places we might choose.  The Holy Spirit Adoration 
Sisters (Pink Sisters) have a bookshop for all ages.  When we shop, we are 
supporting the Sisters and their wonderful Ministry of prayer for our Dio-
cese.  We can choose books to read aloud to our children or ones for each to 
read quietly together.  They even have a book ñConsoling the Heart of Je-
susò, a Do-It-Yourself Ignatian Retreat by Michael E Gaitley, MIC.  Anoth-
er idea for the summer is watching the WYD events on EWTN as a family.  
Itôs an awesome and inspiring experience to see over a million young peo-
ple from around the world joyfully celebrating their Catholic faith and love 
for our Holy Father and Jesus Christ!  You may even see our Pius students 
and priests on pilgrimage there! 
 

The Spirituality Committee would like to remind and encourage you to 
attend our first meeting of the 2011/2012 school year on Wednesday, Au-
gust 3, 4:00 p.m. at Pius X High School when we begin making plans for 
the up-coming year.  We would like to bid farewell and thank Emily Wyatt, 
Director of Campus Ministry, who assisted our committee tremendously 
over the last couple of years and selflessly contributed so much to Pius and 
our children!  Emily will be missed. We send her off with prayers of bless-
ings and much grace in her future!  For more information about the Spiritu-
ality Committee, please contact Shane Kennett, Committee Chair, at 402-
483-6105. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Rhonda Litt, Committee member 
 

Firm in the faith, we walk in Christ, Our Friend, Our Lord. 
Glory always to Him!  Glory always to Him! 

We walk in Christ firm in the faith. 
 

WYD theme song Chorus written by Auxiliary Bishop Cesar Franco of Madrid. 

Freshmen Corner  
Welcome to Pius X High School! For many parents and guard-

ians this will be your first experience in high school, and for oth-

ers, this is a familiar routine.  Regardless of your experience, here are a 

few reminders to a terrific start of the school year: 
 

Æ READ  THE PIUS X NEWSLETTER thoroughly and keep it handy 

for reference. (Highlight  important dates & information). 

Æ CHECK THE PIUS X WEBSITE often for deadlines and updates. 

Æ PURCHASE YOUR SCHOOL SUPPLIES....but realize that once 

school starts each teacher may have a specific requirement. 

Æ CALCULATORS  are cheapest before Labor Day. 

Æ A STUDENT PLANNER  is an excellent resource.  You can purchase 

a planner from the main office. 

Æ GET INVOLVED IN SCHOOL ACTIVITIES but remember that 

balance is the key! 

Æ BLACKBOARD is an excellent resource for parents/guardians TOO!  

However, youôll need to ask your student for his/her Blackboard user 

name and password.  The school office does not keep it on file. 

Æ PRAY for your student and for a smooth transition to high school. 

School Community Intervention Program (SCIP)  
The Pius X SCIP Program seeks to help stu-
dents by identifying behaviors that interfere 

with student learning.  Quite often this can involve alcohol or 
drugs, but thatôs not always the case.  Academics, relationships, 
domestic situations, mental health, eating disorders, and even a 
new job are all things that can affect student learning.  The Pius 
X SCIP team encourages students to achieve their total spiritual, 
physical, intellectual, & emotional development; and help stu-
dents find a way to overcome personal challenges.   
 

If you have concerns about a student, please complete a SCIP 

Observation Form or contact a SCIP team member.  The 
Pius X High School SCIP coordinator is Julie Schonewise 

who may be reached at julie.schonewise@piusx.net or at 488-
0931.  Other SCIP Team members include Laurie Barnes, Ka-

ren Buckley, Greg Lesiak, Bill Schlautman, Amy Shonka, 
and Brian Spicka.   
 

Be assured that SCIP is confidential.  SCIP is funded in part by 
Lincoln Public Schools, Nebraska Department of Health & Hu-
man Services (Behavioral Health Services), Region V Systems, 
and United Way of Lincoln & Lancaster County.  More infor-
mation may be found on the Pius X website at www.piusx.net 

[Parents/SCIP].   

SAFE HOMES  
The SAFE HOMES network is a program for families 
to help keep children safe from alcohol, tobacco, and 

other drugs. It is based on a pledge concerning standards of be-
havior that are held in common and agreed to in writing. We ask 
all Pius X families to repeat their commitment each year.  Please 
sign the pledge cards and return them to the school office.     

Nebraska Federation Of Catholic School Parents  
Did you know that when you registered your student at 
Pius X, you automatically were enrolled in the Nebras-

ka Federation of Catholic School Parents (NFCSP)?  Established 
in 1993, the NFCSP works on behalf of Catholic school parents to 
keep them informed about public policy, advocate for them, mobi-
lize the Catholic school community when necessary to take action, 
and enhance the advocacy efforts of the Nebraska Catholic Confer-
ence.  
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Guidance Office  

ACT/SAT Information  
Juniors and Seniors are encouraged to take the ACT 

and/or SAT. Juniors planning to attend college should consider 

beginning the testing process sometime during their Junior year. 

For most students, there is no need to take both tests. Most stu-

dents do better on the ACT. The ACT has an optional essay; the 

SAT has a mandatory essay. Students should apply online at 

www.actstudent.org (ACT) or www.collegeboard.com (SAT). 

The Pius X High School code number is 281-315. 
 

ACT Test Date    Registration Deadline   Late Fee Required 
September 10, 2011   August 12, 2011      August 13-26, 2011 
October 22, 2011    September 16, 2011     September 17-30, 2011 
December 10, 2011   November 4, 2011     November 5-18, 2011 
February 11, 2012   January 13, 2012      January 14-20, 2012 
April 14, 2012     March 9, 2012       March 10-23, 2012 
June 9, 2012      May 4, 2012        May 5-18, 2012 
 

SAT Test Date     Registration Deadline   Late Fee Required 
October 1, 2011    September 9, 2011     until September 21, 2011 
November 5, 2011   October 7, 2011      until October 21, 2011 
December 3, 2011   November 8, 2011     until November 20, 2011 
January 28, 2012    December 30, 2012     until January 13, 2012 
March 10, 2012    February 10, 2012     until February 24, 2012 
May 5, 2012      April 6, 2012        until April 20, 2012 
June 2, 2012      May 8, 2012        until May 22, 2012 

Financial Aid Program -VERY IMPORTANT -
Mark Your Calendar -Monday, November 28  

The very important Financial Aid Program for sen-

iors and their parents will be Monday, November 

28, at 6:00 p.m. in the L/PAC.  This program will cover the 

Federal Financial Aid Program and help parents/students under-

stand the application process and scope of the program which 

includes grants, loans and work-study employment.  Seniors 

and parents should plan to attend.   

College Planning Meeting For All Juniors & Parents  
VERY IMPORTANT -Mark Your Calendar -Monday, November 28  
The College Planning Meeting to begin formally 

preparing for life beyond high school is scheduled for Monday, 

November 28, from 7:00-8:30 p.m in the Pius X Com-

mons.  All juniors and their parents SHOULD PLAN to at-

tend.  The program will cover the following topics:  
 

choose the right college for you 

apply correctly and on time 

understand the federal financial aid program 

learn about scholarships and financial aid 

understand the importance of a college visit 

find out how the internet can assist you 

know what college admission tests should be taken & when 

learn about the Junior Interview and how to schedule it 

What Should Incoming Seniors Be Doing NOW  
To Prepare For Senior Year And Collegeé. 

Narrow the list of colleges to which to apply and put those colleg-

es in Family Connection/Naviance.  Narrow the search by using 

Naviance or NCIS.  The links to both of these websites is on the 

Pius X website under ñGuidance Officeò. 

Students may apply to all colleges beginning September 1.  Stu-

dents interested in the Common Application may apply starting 

August 1. The Common Application allows students to complete 

one application that may be electronically transmitted to colleges 

that allow the Common Application.  Check it out at 

www.commonapp.org.  

Prepare a resume of all activities, educational information, per-

sonal information, volunteering and awards. 

Prep ar e  a  p ro f i le  t o  f ind  scho larsh ips  a t 

www.scholarshipquest.org and www.scholarshipmonkey.com 

and/or www.scholarships.com.  Begin applying for scholarships. 

Set up visits to colleges. 

Get your senior service hours completed and submitted. 

Family Connection/Naviance  
Seniors and Juniors, check your Update bulletins on the home 

page of Family Connection frequently.  This is a live bulletin 

board with information primarily for seniors and juniors and 

their parents.  We will continue to list activities on this news 

bulletin board for you to stay informed about activities that 

could be important to you and your parents.  Just log on to Fam-

ily Connection and check out the home page information.  Cur-

rent students will request all transcripts through Family 

Connection/Naviance.  Please check with the Guidance Of-

fice if you have any difficulty signing in to Family Connec-

tion.  Family Connection can be useful to students/parents in the 

ways listed below: 
 

 Family Connection will allow you to: 
 

Get involved in the planning and advising process- build a 

resume, complete online surveys, and manage timelines & 

deadlines for making decisions about colleges and careers. 

Research colleges- compare studentôs GPA, standardized test 

scores, and other statistics to actual historical data from our 

school for students who have applied and been admitted in 

the past. 

Register for college visits- discover which colleges are visit-

ing our school and register to attend those sessions. 

View local scholarships- requirements, amounts and dead-

lines for applications. 
 

Family Connection also allows us to share information with you 

about up-coming meetings and events, and other web resources 

for college and career information.  You can also use the site to 

send us e-mail messages. 
 

Your account cannot be viewed by other students or parents 

as each student/parent has a different access code to regis-

ter.  Your account can be viewed by the counselors at Pius X 

High School who will assist you by monitoring information 

you provide.  
 

If you are interested in using Family Connection and do not 

have your login information, please contact the Pius X Guidance 

Office to gain access. 

Welcome to the Pius X Guidance Office!  
The Pius X Guidance & Counseling Department 
strives to ensure that every student is given the oppor-

tunity to reach his/her full potential. Working in cooperation 
with faculty and administration, school counselors and guidance 
personnel assist students in their social, emotional and spiritual 
development, as well as provide realistic educational and career 
planning opportunities.  Stop in anytime to see us:  Mrs. Jan 
Frayser, Director of Guidance; Mr. Claire Stramel, Counselor; 
Mrs. Connie Freudenberg, Counselor; Sr. Patricia Ann 
Hanus, Secretary; Mrs. Janet Kurtenbach, Secretary; and 
Mrs. Jeanne Vaggalis, Secretary.   
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Guidance Office  

NCAA/NAIA Eligibility Certification  
High School student-athletes planning to en-

roll at an NCAA Division I/II or NAIA col-

leges in the fall of 2011 and participate in an 

intercollegiate sport MUST register with the 

NCAA Eligibility Center  and have complet-

ed the amateurism questionnaire and/or the 

NAIA Eligibility Center form.  IF THIS HAS NOT BEEN 

DONE, PLEASE DO IT NOW.  Student-athletes must also pro-

vide official transcripts from all schools attended through grade 

11 and provide official test scores from the testing agency by 

sending them to code  9999 for the NCAA and to code 9876 for 

the NAIA.  Request transcripts for the NCAA and/or the NAIA 

through Family Connection/Naviance.  Copies which have been 

e-mailed or faxed will not be accepted.  If your student-athlete 

has received a fee waiver for the SAT or ACT due to his or her 

inability to pay, he or she also qualifies to have the NCAA and/

or NAIA Eligibility Center registration fee waived.  For more 

information, please visit www.eligibilitycenter.org (NCAA ) or 

www.playnaia.org (NAIA ). The Pius X Guidance Office has 

the official guide for college-bound athletes printed for student/

parent usage.   

UNL Advanced Scholars Program  
The Advanced Scholars Program from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln  offers high 
school students the opportunity to take online 
UNL courses while still at their high school.  

Students can earn college credit and ñtest driveò the college ex-
perience with a network of support from the University.  Courses 
in the Advanced Scholars program are taught by UNL faculty and 
are the same courses typically taken by freshmen on campus. 
 

Student Eligibility Guidelines  

junior, senior or identified as a high quality student 

hold an overall ñBò grade point average 

ACT composite score of 22 or higher (if it has already been 
taken) 

support of the high school counselor or principal 
 

Cost & Fees 
Student expenses include a one-time application fee of $45, 
course tuition of $100 per credit hour, and books & materials.  
There are no additional program, facilities or distance fees. 
 

All the required forms may be found on the website: http://
advancedscholars.unl.edu/.  The Advanced Scholars Program is 
now partnering with the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for 
Postsecondary Education (CCPE) to seek college tuition funding 
for students who qualify under the free and reduced lunch guide-
lines. For more information please visit the CCPE website at 
http://www.ccpe.state.ne.us/PublicDoc/Ccpe/Financial%
20Aid/ACE/default.asp 

Access College Early (ACE) Scholarship  
Students who qualify for free/reduced lunch 
who would like to take classes through the 
Advanced Scholars Program at UNL or at 

other colleges may apply for a scholarship to take these classes.  
The application form may be found at the website: http://
www.ccpe.state.ne.us/PublicDoc/Ccpe/Financial%20Aid/
ACE/default.asp 

Job Shadowing  
Students:  Is your student interested in a ca-

reer but not quite sure what the job en-

tails?  Job shadowing is a motivating activity 

designed to give students the unique opportunity of an up-close 

look at the world of work.  The program invites students to see 

first-hand how the skills learned in school relate to the work-

place. Interested juniors  or seniors can pick up a form in the 

Guidance Office. 

UNL & ACT/SAT Scores  
The University of Nebraska Lincoln does 

NOT accept ACT/SAT scores from the high 

school transcript.  The only ACT scores they 

will accept must be sent to them directly from 

the ACT/SAT testing company.  There are two ways to accom-

plish this: 1) include the ACT/SAT code number for UNL on the 

ACT/SAT registration form and the score will be sent directly to 

UNL.  2)  If you do not include the number on the registration 

form you will need to request the scores from the ACT/SAT 

websites. They are:  www.actstudent.org for the ACT and 

www.collegeboard.org for the SAT. 

U.S. Service Academy Nominations  

Seniors/Juniors interested in applying for a nomination to a 

U.S. Service Academy through U.S. Senator Mike Johanns, 

U.S. Senator Ben Nelson or Congressman Jeff Fortenberry 

should stop in the Pius X Guidance Office for the application 

forms. Applications should be submitted between the spring of 

junior year and the fall of senior year. The deadline to apply 

varies with each elected official and is usually in September 

or early October.  Students must also apply to the service 

academies. 

Wendyôs High School Heisman Scholarship 
Eligibility for application is limited exclusive-

ly to men and women entering their senior 

year of high school in the 2011-2012 academ-

ic year who have at least a "B" grade average 

and participate in at least one of the 27 sports officially sanc-

tioned by the National Federation of State High Schools.  We 

want to hear from all student-athletes who work hard, are dedi-

cated, and have become role models for your school's under-

classmen. Students are judged based on their academic achieve-

ments, community service involvement, and athletic accom-

plishments.  The deadline for submission of the application is 

Sunday, October 2, 2011, at 5pm central time.  Please go to 

the following website for information and to apply:  

www.wendyshighschoolheisman.com. Seniors who qualify 

may apply NOW. 

Visit Us On The Pius X Website  
Please visit the Pius X website at 
www.piusx.net and click on ñGuidance Of-
ficeò for excellent information about college 
testing and preparation for testing, college 
selection, financial aid, and scholarships. 
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Foundation Office  

Working with You to Advance Pius X  

You believe Catholic education is important, and so do we! That 

is our focus ï ensuring the success of Pius X High School. 
 

The Pius X Foundation endowment is an important, reliable 

source of income which reduces the cost of Catholic education 

to our parishes and keeps tuition at a reasonable rate for all fam-

ilies. 
 

By partnering with you and donors like you, the Pius X Founda-

tion has a five part mission: 
 

Æ Market the accomplishments of Pius X High School and to 

increase corporate and individual giving thereby improving the 

financial stability of the school. 

Æ Be good stewards of your investment in Catholic education, 

acting, through the Board of Directors, as trustee/manager for 

the assets held for Pius Xôs benefit. 

Æ Document, acknowledge and recognize donor and volunteer 

support that advances the Pius X mission. 

Æ Provide special events to strengthen the connection of alumni, 

parents and friends with Pius X High School. 

Æ Provide scholarships, loans, and grants, as determined by the 

Board of Directors and Scholarship Committee, in order to en-

sure that a quality Catholic education is available to everyone. 
 

You can contribute and support the Pius X Foundation in many 

ways, including memorials, creating your own named scholar-

ship or fund, contributing to the Annual Fund, and many more. 

All donations to the Foundation are tax-deductible under the 

provisions of the Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3). The Pius X 

Foundation Annual Report recognizing donors and supporters is 

published and distributed annually in the fall. If you would like 

more information about the Pius X Foundation, contact us at 

(402) 488-1046 or visit our website today at http://

foundation.piusx.net.  

Your Gifts Are Building The Foundation Of Faith  

 

The 2010-2011 school year was an amazing time for Pius X 

High School and our success was directly related to your sup-

port! This past year, you assisted Pius X in many ways, from 

jumping on-line in the Kohlôs Cares Campaign, to cheering on 

our students both on and off the field, to giving generously of 

your time, talent and treasure. Thank you again for helping us 

accomplish Pius Xôs mission and your desire to provide a total 

education that is Christ-centered by integrating Catholic values 

in all areas of life and providing academic preparation of the 

highest quality in a disciplined environment.  
 

The Pius X Foundation is your partner in supporting the high 

school and our mission. To do this, the Foundation provides a 

portion of the schoolôs operating budget, promotes the im-

portance and success of Pius X High School, works to secure 

funding for special needs through grants and private donations, 

provides essential scholarships and tuition assistance, and much, 

much more.  
 

The Annual Appeal is essential in funding the endowment 

which allows for this continued and vital support of Pius X High 

School. Thanks to you, your fellow parents, parents of alumni, 

alumni, local businesses and friends of Pius X, the 2010-11 Pius 

X Annual Appeal surpassed its goal and raised just over 

$221,800. Thank you! More importantly, as a result of your gifts 

and support of the Annual Appeal, the Foundation distributed 

$411,675 for direct support to Pius X High School in 2010-2011 

and will distribute $482,000 in 2011-2012. These funds are es-

sential to accomplishing all of Pius Xôs academic and spiritual 

goals, keeping Catholic education affordable for every family, 

and funding the gap ($1,330 in 2010 and $1,375 in 2011) be-

tween the actual cost of education and the monies received from 

tuition and our supporting parishes.  
 

If you have given to the Annual Appeal in the past, thank you! 

Even though weôve met our goal, Pius X needs are still great and 

additional funding is always needed to secure the future. If you 

have not had the opportunity to give to Pius X, please consider 

doing so today. Gifts may be sent to the Pius X Foundation at 

6000 A St., Lincoln, NE 68510. You may also safely and se-

curely donate on-line at http://foundation.piusx.net by simply 

clicking on the Annual Appeal link. Your gift will truly make a 

difference in the life of your student and help in our efforts of 

Building a Foundation of Faith that will last a lifetime. 

  

Pius X Foundation Office Staff: [pictured left to right] So-

phia Werning, Grant Writing Specialist; Deb Hoge, Adminis-

trative Assistant; Michelle Birkel , Director; Kristin 

(Edwards) Heath ó91, Alumni Relations; and Amy Riley, 

Administrative Assistant.  - Photo courtesy of the Foundation Office -   
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Foundation Office  

Doubling Your Gift is as Easy as 1 -2-3 
You can easily double any gift you make to Pius 

X High School if you or your spouse work for 

any of the companies listed below. All of these 

organizations, plus many others not listed here, 

will match your donation to a charitable organization such as the 

Pius X Foundation and Pius X High School.  
 

Doubling your gift can be accomplished in three very easy steps: 

1. Find your company's name on this list or check with your Hu-

man Resources Department to see if your gift will be matched. 

2. Obtain a matching gift form from your companyôs Human 

Resources Department. 

3. Complete the form and send it to Pius X High School, 

Attn: Foundation Office with your tax deductible contribution. 
 

Thatôs all it takes! Every gift, no matter the amount, is vital to 

the long-term financial stability of Pius X High School and our 

ability to keep tuition among the lowest in the nation. Contact 

your Human Resources Department for a matching gift form 

today! If you need additional information or assistance, please 

contact the Foundation Office at (402) 488-1046 or email 

Michelle Birkel at michelle.birkel@piusx.net.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Matching Gift Companies  

AIG, Inc. 

Allstate 

Amgen 

Ameritas Life Insurance Co. 

Amoco 

Aquatech Wash 

Assurity Life Insurance Company 

AT&T Foundation 

Bank of America 

Bank of New York 

Becton Dickinson & Co. 

Bemis Co., Inc. * 

Boeing 

Bracco Diagnostics Inc. 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

Bucyrus Foundation, Inc. 

Cardinal Health 

Chicago Tribune 

Cisco Systems 

Citigroup 

Coca Cola Co. 

ConocoPhillips 

Country Insurance Financial Services 

Crane Co. 

CSG Systems, Inc. 

Darden Restaurants Foundation 

Eaton Corporation 

EducationQuest Foundation 

Eli Lilly  

Exxon Mobil 

First Data 

Ford Motor Company 

Gannett 

Gap 

General Electric 

General Mills 

General Motors 

GlaxoSmithKline 

H & R Block, Inc. 

Hewlett Packard Co. 

IBM Corporation 

J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. 

Kellogg's 

Lincoln Benefit Life 

Marsh & McLellan Coôs 

McKesson Corporation * 

Medtronic Foundation 

Merrill Lynch 

Microsoft 

Monsanto 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 

Motorola 

Mutual of Omaha 

Nelnet * 

Newmont Mining Corporation 

New York Life 

Nike Inc. 

Northrop Grumman 

Novartis 

PacifiCorp 

PepsiCo 

Pfizer 

Pioneer 

Principal Financial Group 

RBC Wealth Management 

Saint-Gobain Corporation Foundation 

Sara Lee Corporation 

Sprint 

State Farm Companies Good Neighbor 

Grant Program 

Textron 

The Pentair Foundation 

The Stanley Works (Senior Technologies) 

Union Pacific 

UPS 

U.S. Bancorp 

Verizon Communications 

Wachovia 

Wal-Mart 

Wells Fargo Foundation 

Wyeth 

 

*Matches 2:1 

 

Impact Your Childôs Education 
Your student is in high school! Wheth-

er a freshman or preparing to graduate, 

they are definitely becoming more in-

dependent, building friendships, gain-

ing valuable life experience and pre-

paring for the future. The truth that 

they donôt want you to know is they 

still need you. 
 

We need you, too! Your support of 

your studentôs teachers and the Pius X 

staff ensures that we meet your desire 

to give your child a Christ-centered 

education with academic preparation of 

the highest quality. 
 

In our efforts to also keep tuition 

among the lowest in the nation, some 

student resources, classroom products, 

or services are not able to be covered 

by the traditional school budget. In the 

past, teachers have added these specific 

needs to a Wish List. 
 

Now you can easily search wish list 

items and donate directly to a specific 

need or area of the school which most 

impacts your son or daughter. Wish list 

items are located on the Pius X Foun-

d a t i o n  w e b s i t e  a t 

http://foundation.piusx.net. Selecting 

the Fund-It link at http://piusx.fund -

it.org/grants/search.php  allows you 

to support your childôs education by 

helping to provide important learning 

tools. You may choose to fund an item 

in part or in full.  All donations are tax-

deductible.  If you wish to write a 

check instead, please send it to the Foundation Office at:  Pius X 

Foundation, 6000 A St., Lincoln, NE  68510.  In the memo line, 

please indicate which item you prefer to fund. 
 

Some of the specific wish list items available on Fund-It include: 
 

Item               Department(s)        Cost 

Cookware Set          Family & Consumer Science $   228 

Wireless Headsets        Fine Arts           $5,350 

Video Camera          International Language    $   428 

Student Response Clickers    Science & Religion      $3,370 

Vestments            Religion           $   321 

Biopac              Science            $3,210 

FCT Retreat (funds one student) Religion           $     42 

American Literature Fellowship English            $4,821 

Computer (for Wordstruck Layout) English            $1,519 

Whiteboard            Science            $   749 

Science Tables          Science            $4,220 

Lab Stools            Science            $3,424 

Mobile File Cart         Science            $   201 
 

Impact your studentôs education today! For more information 

and to search/donate through Fund-It, please visit http://

foundation.piusx.net or contact the Pius X Foundation Office 

at (402) 488-1046. 

 

These science tables need 

to be replaced with heat 

resistant tables. 

This chalkboard needs to 
be replaced with a white-

board. 

These old, cracked stools 
need to be replaced. 
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Foundation Office  

Scholarship Application Forms For Tuition Assistance  
Are Now Available On -line  
Because of our generous donors who have established 

endowed scholarships, the Pius X Foundation will be 

awarding over $40,000 in scholarships during the 2011-

2012 school year!  
 

The application form for scholarships can now be found on the Pius X website 

under the Pius X Foundation dropdown menu [Foundation Home - Scholarships - 

Application Form] or at http://foundation.piusx.net/Scholarships/

application.pdf.  Scholarship forms are due by Wednesday, September 28, 

2011.  Please print the form and submit pages 1-6 to Pius X High School, Attn: 

Guidance Office, 6000 A Street, Lincoln, NE  68510. 
 

The majority of our scholarships are based on financial need. The scholarships 

with an asterisk by them on the form are financial need scholarships.  Each appli-

cantôs financial need will be assessed by FACTS Grant & Aid. If you are apply-

ing for a financial need scholarship, please review page 6 on the Scholarship 

Application Form .  Parent(s) or guardian(s) will need to provide specific finan-

cial information and will need to fill out a FACTS on-line application in addi-

tion to the Pius X Scholarship Application. All information provided is kept 

confidential. 
 

There is a $25 application fee when submitting the online FACTS applica-

tion.  Each family is asked to pay $10.00 and Pius X will cover the remaining 

$15.00.  Please follow these steps when applying for a financial need scholarship: 
 

Æ Please complete pages 1-6 of the Pius X Scholarship Application, print it, 

and then send to Pius X High School, Attn: Guidance Office, 6000 A 

Street, Lincoln, NE  68510.  
 

Æ If applying for a financial need scholarship, you must also fill out the 

FACTS application online.  If you do not have a computer, you can use one 

at a local library or come to Pius Xôs Guidance Office for use of a computer. 

Applying online is the fastest and most direct method of submitting your 

application.  Hereôs how:  
 

With your 2010 Income Tax Return in hand, log on to the website 

www.factstuitionaid.com.  

Select Applicant Sign In.  

New users select Create an Account or returning users enter their existing 

username and password.  

If you forgot your password, simply click on the Trouble Signing In? link 

to retrieve your existing username and password.  If you are unable to re-

trieve your username and password, continue as a new user and click on 
Create an Account. 

 

Once you have signed in and registered, you will have the ability to complete the 

FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment application online.  Applicants have the option 

of paying the application fee by credit or debit card when completing the form 

online.  
 

After completing the online application you will need to mail or fax the support-

ing documentation to FACTS.  The tax information needed to verify your appli-
cation is shown in the FGAA Checklist that is found online. Should you have any 

questions or problems with completing the application, please call the toll free 

number 866-315-9262.  Someone will be available to answer your questions from 

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Fridays. 
 

The supporting FACTS documentation (recent tax forms, copies of W-2 

form, etc) can be sent to:  Facts Grant & Aid Assessment, P.O. Box 82524, 

Lincoln, NE  68501-2524 or faxed to 866-315-9264.  (Pre-addressed FACTS 

envelopes are located in the Pius X Guidance Office).  
 

Note: Award decisions are not made by FACTS, but by the Pius X Scholar-

ship Selection Committee, in November 2011. 

 

Joanne B. Easley  
Memorial Scholarship  

 

 

St Therese expressed that ñour lives 

are a prayer when we do small 

things with great love.ò This is ex-

actly how Joanne Easley lived her 

life. 
 

Joanne Nowicki Easley was born on January 17, 

1940, in Gary, Indiana, to Matthew and Harriet 

Nowicki. She was educated in the Catholic 

school system in South Bend, Indiana, a graduate 

of St. Joseph High School and Saint Mary Col-

lege in Notre Dame, Indiana.  
 

Joanne married George Easley (1956 Pius X 

graduate) on December 30, 1961. From 1962-

1984, they welcomed 12 children (eight girls and 

four boys) and today have 30 grandchildren.  
 

There was no doubt in Joanneôs mind that her 

children would receive a Catholic education. All 

12 children attended grade school at the Cathe-

dral of the Risen Christ before attending and 

graduating from Pius X High School (Barbara 

ô81, Teresa ô82, Jeanne ô84, Margo ô86, Geor-

gia ô87, Ed ó89, Matt ó91, Carmen ó92, Maggie 

ó93, Anne ó96, David ó98, Joseph ó02). 
 

Joanne lost her courageous battle and her life to 

cancer on November 23, 2010. During the last 

remaining days, she truly put her trust in the Lord 

and lived with faith, grace and humility. She 

leaves us with these words, ñPray for me as I for 

thee that happily we may meet in Heaven.ò  
 

Joanne was a dedicated and loving wife and 

mother. She and George were married for 49 

years. They loved and lived a great life together, 

and every seemingly simple and mundane thing 

she did for her children was always done with 

great love.  
 

Catholic schools embody her beliefs and inspired 

her husband, George, to establish this scholarship 

in her memory. It reflects her dedication to faith, 

Catholic education and Pius X High School. Pius 

X has been and continues to be an integral part of 

their lives. Thank you, George, for sharing this 

lasting tribute of Joanne with us. Her legacy will 

impact Catholic education and Pius X students 

and families for a lifetime.  - courtesy photos - 
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serving area 

Katherine Woolman with her grandparents, 

Clancy & Charlene Woolman.  

 

Foundation Office  

The Pius X Annual  
Founders & Grandparents Day  

Celebration  
Thursday,  September 29  

 

Almost 55 years ago, on October 1, 1956, 
Pius X High School opened its doors, con-
tinuing the tradition of excellence in Catho-
lic education in Lincoln. To commemorate 
Pius Xôs anniversary, Pius X holds an An-

nual Founders & Grandparents Day Cel-
ebration. The celebration this year will be 
held on Thursday, September 29, 2011.   
 

This fun-filled day is set aside to honor our 
founders, grandparents and friends of Pius 
X for the very special and important role 
they play in our lives. Last year over 175 
guests attended the Mass and recep-
tion. This year's celebration will begin with 
Mass at 9:45 a.m. followed by brunch and 
entertainment in the Pius X Com-
mons. Entertainment will be provided by 
the Pius X Vocal Music Department. More 
information will follow in the September 
newsletter. 
 

Invitations to this event will be mailed 
soon. If you would like your grandparent or 
grandfriend to receive an invitation, please 
complete a form (if you havenôt already 
done so).  Forms may be obtained in the 
schoolôs main office or Foundation Office. 
You may also register online by visiting 
www.piusx.net/foundation. Simply select 
Events and then Founders/Grandparents Day. 
Click on Register Your Grandparents 

Online.  This form is the only means for the 
Foundation Office to obtain address infor-
mation so that a personal invitation to 
grandparents and grandfriends can be 
sent.  Forms must be returned to the main 
office no later than Friday, September 

2.  Please fill out the information complete-
ly and correctly as we do not want anyone 
to be left out.  If you have any questions, 
please call Michelle Birkel or Deb Hoge in 
the Pius X Foundation Office at (402) 488-
1046.  - photo courtesy of Foundation Office - 

 

Pius X Kitchen Dedication -  September 11  

Construction on the new kitchen at Pius X will soon be wrapping up! Progress has 
been on or ahead of schedule all summer. When school starts on August 18, 2011, 
our amazing food service staff will be ready to serve the first meal from the new fa-
cilities! 
 

The kitchen will be blessed and dedicated on Sunday, September 11, 2011, during 
the Friends of Pius X Appreciation Reception. The event will be held from 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m. with the awards presentation and kitchen blessing and dedication at 2:00 
p.m. Tours of the kitchen facilities will also be offered. Please RSVP by Friday, Sep-
tember 2, by calling (402) 488-1046 or e-mailing deb.hoge@piusx.net. 
 

               - photos courtesy of the Foundation Office -  

- outside view - 

kitchen addition 

- inside kitchen - 

tables & sinks being moved in 

concession stand area 
uniform shop area 

Friends of Pius X 
Appreciation Reception 

 

Honoring 
Bob Bryant & Mary Jo Rodeno 

including the 
Blessing & Dedication 

of the new 
Pius X Kitchen 

 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 
1 - 4 p.m. Å Awards & Dedication at 2 p.m. 

Pius X Commons 
 

RSVP required by Friday, September 2 
(402) 488-1046 


