


WHY THIS THEME?

FORWARD
While we are proud of our rich history, this campaign is 

focused on assertively moving forward with a bold vision 

for our future. The planned improvements will provide for 

the needs of future generations of Thunderbolts and our 

Lincoln Catholic community.

FAITH
Our authentic Catholic faith guides all that we do. The 

Lord is our compass as we teach our young disciples how 

to navigate in a complex world. This campaign reflects 

our devotion to Christ as we seek to expand and beautify 

our sacred chapel.

EXCELLENCE
This is the standard of achievement we seek in all our 

endeavors. This campaign will dramatically improve our 

campus facilities and provide our students with the tools 

they need to excel in academics, arts and athletics.
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LETTER FROM THE 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Dear Friends of Pius X,

Forward in Faith and Excellence is the perfect title for our capital campaign. 
Faith and excellence sit at the very heart of who we are at Pius X High School, 
and we look forward with hope for our future.

That future has been founded on a bedrock of legacy: Since 1956, Pius X High School has 
established itself as a place of excellence in the classroom, on the courts and fields, and in the 
arts. From day one, the Lincoln Catholic community has supported our one Catholic high school 
knowing that the strength of the Church of tomorrow depends on the quality of the Catholic 
education our young people receive today.

While running errands around Lincoln recently, my nine-year-old son exclaimed from the back 
seat, “Dad, we’re driving by Pius - did you know that is the fourth Catholic school we’ve passed 
today? Imagine what this city would be like without us…” To me, this moment encapsulates the 
concept of our legacy and future working together.

Consider what the Lincoln community is because of us!

It is time to deepen that impact for our children, our legacy, and our community.

Since our last campaign in 2006, God has been clearly guiding the way to this new campaign.  
Father Meysenburg worked with input from many stakeholders to create the master facility plan 
that provided an overall blueprint for this project. Our most recent strategic plan reaffirms our 
desire to be the school of choice in the city of Lincoln. Over the last year, we have surveyed and 
interviewed hundreds of stakeholders to get input on what our school needs to best serve our 
students and our community.  Finally, our Building Committee and Campaign Steering Committee 
have been homing in on the key priorities shared in the following pages.  Throughout the process, 
we have been asking the Holy Spirit to inspire our meetings, discussions and decisions.

I invite you to consider three things. First, please review our plans to expand and beautify our 
chapel - the heart of our school – and to provide arts and athletics facilities that reflect the 
commitment to excellence that we see from our students every day. Second, join our work to 
recruit and retain excellent teachers with our recently established fund for teacher pay.  
Third, strengthen our Thunderbolt legacy by partnering as we move Forward in Faith and 
Excellence together.

As you read through this brochure, understand that this is our moment - prayerfully consider how 
you are being called to support this campaign.

Blessed to be a Bolt,

Jeremy Ekeler ’97
Chief Administrative Officer

Current Pius X 
Enrollment
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1961 
First classroom wing addition. 

1976
20th Anniversary Capital 
Fund Drive
Learning & Performing Arts 
Center (L/PAC) addition and 
wrestling rooms.

1982
Commitment to Educational 
Excellence
$1.2M raised to initiate the 
Pius X Endowment Fund.
Library/Media Center and 
locker room addition.

1988
Continuing the Commitment
$2.3M raised for Endowment 
Fund and addition of St. 
Pius X Monsignor Mitchell 
M. Kaczmarek Chapel, 
a practice gymnasium, 
a computer center, 
administrative and business 
offices and two classrooms.

1993
Embrace the Future
$5.3M raised for major 
renovation and the addition 
of a new gymnasium, 17 
classrooms, administrative 
offices, expanded L/PAC 
and a music hall.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
STEERING COMMITTEE
Tim and Linda Aschoff
Andy Barry and Jennifer Carter
Fr. Thomas Brouillette
Steve ’86 and Tricia Burt
Jeremy Ekeler ’97
Kent ’83 and Dorothy Endacott 
Don Fairholm
Ryan Funke                    
Michael and Monica Henkenius 
Courtney Johnson
Jennie (Sayker) Kobza ’11
Fr. James Meysenburg 
Emily Moore 
Grant ’13 and Julie (Ward) ’09 Schumacher
John and Pamela Steuter

PIUS X FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dorothy Endacott, Chair
Fr. Thomas Brouillette
Jenni Christiansen
Robert Downey
Ed Easley ’89
Jeremy Ekeler ’97
Ryan Funke
Todd Furasek ’95
Dave Gall
Monica Henkenius
Mike Hilgers
Stacie (Bird) Hooks ’97
Tim Kalkowski
Brad Koehn
Charity Kuehn
Dan Oldenburg
Msgr. John Perkinton ’75
Damian Shotkoski ’95
Lindsay Strizek ’04
Ryan Theil
Patrick Timmer

PIUS X HIGH SCHOOL 
BOARD OF ADVISORS
Andy Barry, Chair
Marsha Bartek
Mike Beran
Fr. Thomas Brouillette
Patty Daberkow
Julie Heftie
Trang Ho
Doug Koenig
Patti Montgomery
Msgr. John Perkinton ’75
Fr. Troy Schweiger ’87
Jason Suelter
Clint Taubenheim
Michael Volkmer ’92

LEADERSHIP
PARISH PHASE CAMPAIGN 
PLANNING COMMITTEE
Fr. Thomas Brouillette
Jeremy Ekeler ’97
Don Fairholm
Courtney Johnson
Tracy Lockwood
Fr. Michael McCabe
Fr. Michael Morin ’78
Fr. Troy Schweiger ’87
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P IUS X HIGH SCHOOL PAST CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

”ANGIE MUHLEISEN
Former Board Member
Parent of Alumni

“It has been 20 years since our last campaign.  If we want our kids and 

grandkids to have an excellent Catholic education, now is the time!”
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2006
The Tradition of Faith
$13.3 million raised to build 
a new commons area and 
catering kitchen, renovate 
the old commons into a 
new library/media center, 
repurpose the gym stage, 
and add a new science 
classroom wing.

2010
New artificial turf installed at 
Aldrich Field.

2019
Completion of Monsignor 
James D. Dawson Learning 
Center, and the Monsignor 
Ivan F. Vap Industrial Arts 
Center.

2024 
New secure front entrance 
and Welcome Center, 
including the St. Elizabeth 
Student Health Center.

Informed by this collaborative process, school and diocesan leadership then approved  
a campaign to fund the capital needs that were seen as critical to our future success. 

A campaign planning phase further refined the funding priorities and established a 
framework for success. We are forever thankful to the over one thousand passionate 
stakeholders who were involved in the Feasibility Study, an online survey, and a series  
of focus group sessions. These planning participants brought forth critical issues,  
challenged assumptions and affirmed school strengths. From their input several  
consensus insights emerged:
 

•	 As the only Catholic high school in Lincoln, there is tremendous pride in Pius X’s 
tradition of success and its warm, faith-filled community.  

•	 To remain a competitive 21st century Catholic high school, Pius X needs to upgrade 
its facilities to match the talent and needs of its students.

•	 Investing in Pius X’s outstanding faculty through competitive compensation and 
professional development is a high priority directly linked to academic excellence. 

•	 Any campaign priorities must be mindful of the spiritual growth, academic success, 
and overall educational experience of our students.

•	 Inspiring planned gifts to support long-term endowment growth is essential to the 
fiscal sustainability of our school.     

•	 In addition to a capital funding initiative, Pius X should stress its commitment to 
Catholic faith and principles, more assertively grow enrollment, invigorate athletics 
programs, and adhere to standards of discipline.   

P IUS X HIGH SCHOOL PAST CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

In 2023 Pius X completed an 
exciting new Strategic Plan 
that established goals in four 
key areas: 

THE PLANNING

•	 Faith Formation
•	 Academic Achievement
•	 Community Impact
•	 Fiscal Sustainability

”
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THE VISION

Our vision is to make our community and our country 
a better place by offering an excellent, Christ-centered, 
authentically Catholic education to our students. 

Mindful of our mission and vision, Pius X leadership, together with our parish pastors and 
the Diocese of Lincoln, have embarked on this ambitious campaign to positively impact 
all aspects of the student experience. In doing so, we will ensure a strong Catholic high 
school in Lincoln for generations to come. Therefore, this campaign will focus on these 
key pillars: 

•	 Build the campaign on a comprehensive and long-range view of enhancing the 
school’s future and competitive position in the Lincoln market. 

•	 Feature significant facilities improvements that enable students to excel in their 
faith formation, athletic and artistic pursuits.

•	 Support academic excellence by ensuring our outstanding faculty are always 
competitively compensated and professionally trained.

•	 Secure five-year pledges to support these critical needs which are incremental to 
annual giving. 

•	 Seek to inspire donors to include Pius X in their estate through a Planned Gift and 
join the St. Pius X Legacy Society.
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DOROTHY ENDACOTT
Chair, Pius X Foundation Board of Directors

“Our LPAC sound and light systems are inadequate. We have 

no dressing rooms, and the stage is so small we can’t even fit our 

whole choir. It’s really time to upgrade and modernize.”

Students involved in 
arts or athletics: 
69%F
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BISHOP JAMES CONLEY

“The Chapel is now too small because the faith life at Pius X has 

grown so big. It’s also very important that Pius X has facilities 

that are competitive. If our facilities are not keeping up, 

then our students can’t reach their full potential.”

Priests and religious sisters 
currently serving at Pius X:
18F
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Conceptual Images by Clark & Enersen
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CAMPAIGN FUNDING PRIORIT IES:   $28,700,000

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER:                            		       $15,950,000
•	 Multi-purpose, modern facility for theater productions, dance performances, choral and 

band concerts, meetings, speakers, and community gatherings, which will enable more 
students to participate.

•	 12,500 square feet, with seating capacity for 600+.
•	 Expanded stage, wing space and overhead fly space.
•	 Modern lighting and sound systems.
•	 Band room, theater classroom, dressing rooms, scene shop.

LOCKER ROOMS AND ATHLETICS UPGRADES:      	        $6,450,000
•	 Renovated and expanded interior school lockers rooms (from two to five).
•	 New football locker room relocated to the main school building.
•	 Expanded weight room and new wrestling space.
•	 Indoor turf space for practices and training.

EXPANDED AND BEAUTIFIED CHAPEL:             		         $3,650,000
•	 Expansion from 140 to 300+ seating capacity.
•	 Updated interior design reflecting a sacred, prayerful space.

GROWTH OF TEACHER EXCELLENCE FUND:            	           $700,000
•	 Increase from $300,000 to $1,000,000 in order to recruit and retain outstanding faculty in a 

competitive market. 

GROWTH OF GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOLARSHIP:                 $300,000
•	 Subsidize the amount Pius X receives annually to keep tuition affordable. 

BUILDING-WIDE HVAC IMPROVEMENTS:                         $1,250,000
•	 Boiler replacement and unification into a single, efficient system that will prevent future 

maintenance and upgrade costs. 

EAST PARKING LOT ADDITION:                                 	     	     $400,000

ENDOWMENT GROWTH:

LONG TERM GOAL: Increase from $19.5 million to $30 million in 10 years. 

Benefits to Pius X and the community:    
•	 Enables Pius X to remain an affordable option for families. 
•	 Supports long-term sustainability of the school. 
•	 Provides increased annual funding for school operations, while relying less on  

parish contributions.
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We invite donors to participate through gifts to the 
current general endowment fund, establishing a 
named scholarship with a minimum investment of 
$15,000, and by making a planned gift.

Should the contributions of the campaign exceed the stated goals, funds will be used to grow the Endowment.

Current Endowment 
$19.5 MILLION
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MISSION STATEMENT

Pius X High School exists to develop the mind, heart, body, and soul of each 
student in partnership with parents, parishes, and the community. 

We do that by providing the best possible education in an authentic Catholic 
environment, preparing our students to transform the world for Christ.

HIGH SCHOOL

IUS X

IUS X

HIGH SCHOOL

IUS X
HIGH SCHOOL

Restore All Things in Christ

Restore All Things in Christ

1.

2.

3.

“
ANDY BARRY

Chair, Pius X High School Board of Advisors

“The stronger our endowment is, the better Pius X will be 

able to keep tuition low and continue to provide a high 

quality, accessible Catholic education to everyone.”



6000 A Street  |  Lincoln, NE 68510  |  402-488-1046  |  www.piusx.net

CAMPAIGN PRAYER

Loving Father,

We praise you and thank you for the countless blessings you have bestowed
upon Pius X High School these past seven decades.

 
With confidence in your great love for us, we humbly beg you to bless this campaign.

Inspire us with your faith, hope and charity.
 

Abundantly bless our benefactors for their generosity and sacrifices. 
Help our students to go forward in faith

and excellence to transform the world for Christ.
 

We ask this through the intercession of St. Pius X and our most blessed mother Mary.
Amen.

HIGH SCHOOL

IUS X

IUS X

HIGH SCHOOL

IUS X
HIGH SCHOOL

Restore All Things in Christ

Restore All Things in Christ

1.

2.
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NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

NEW FACILITIES                                                  PLEDGE LEVEL
Performing Arts Center                                            			   $5,000,000
Athletic Center                                                         			   $2,500,000
Theater                                                                        			   $1,000,000
PAC Lobby                                                                   			   $1,000,000
Indoor Practice Field                                                    			      $500,000
Football Locker Room                                                  			      $500,000
Band Room                                                                    			      $300,000 (named)
Athletic Training Room			            				       $250,000
Locker Rooms (4)                                                          			      $250,000 (1 named)
Wrestling Room                                                            			      $200,000 (named)
Arts Studio (Theater Classroom)                       			      	    $200,000
Weight Room                                                                			      $100,000 (named) 
Sound and Lighting Booths    			            			      $100,000
Campus Ministry Meeting Rooms	                           			        $75,000 (named)
Scene Shop                                                                     			        $75,000
Dressing Rooms (2)                                                       			        $50,000                   

CAMPUSWIDE NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
Practice Gym                                                                  			      $500,000
Family Consumer Science Learning Center              			      $150,000                            
Classrooms (60)                                                             			      $100,000 (1 named)
Administration Conference Room                                 			        $75,000
Music Practice Rooms (2)                                              			        $50,000
Music Recording Studio                                                 			        $50,000

                                                

ENDOWMENT
Fully Funded Named Endowment                            		     	    $200,000
(provides $10,000 per year in support)
Named Endowment                                                      		       	      $15,000
(provides $750 per year in support)


